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General Plan Map 
 
The General Plan Map is the Land Use Element of the General Plan.  It illustrates the location of 
residential areas, commercial activity, industrial development, public facilities, the alignment of 
the transportation network and the open space/park system.  It is intended to indicate only those 
land uses of regional or citywide significance and its locational designations should be 
considered advisory only.  The fine detail so often seen on planning maps is included not on the 
General Plan, but on the many community plans which have been developed throughout the San 
Diego area.  Reference must be made to these plans and the maps and descriptions contained 
within them in order to determine the land-use designation of any particular property. 
 
Residential neighborhoods are shown on the General Plan Map as an undifferentiated single 
designation.  These areas are understood to include a wide range of housing types and densities 
as well as various supportive uses, such as neighborhood shopping, recreation, institutional, 
parks, libraries and public safety services and facilities.  The General Plan Map also shows 
general land uses for areas outside the City limits but within the metropolitan area. 
 
Appearing on the reverse side of the General Plan Map is a map showing the Community 
Planning Areas and those areas of the City which are URBANIZED, PLANNED 
URBANIZING and available for FUTURE URBANIZATION.  This terminology is defined in 
the section of the General Plan text identified as Guidelines for Future Development.  The 
Urbanized definition covers a majority of the land area in the City and includes, with minor 
exceptions, all of the communities south of Miramar Naval Air Station.  Planned Urbanizing 
refers to still developing communities like Rancho Bernardo, Tierrasanta and South Bay 
Terraces.  Future Urbanizing is, at present, vacant and is to be held as an urban reserve until 
needed.  All other undeveloped lands remaining within the City are the floodplains, steep slopes 
and areas of environmental concern (lagoons, agriculture, unique wildlife).  These lands make up 
the open space system for the City. 






