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B-1 
City staff and Deputy Attorney General Sandra Goldberg attended a meeting on June 27, 2007 
to discuss the Attorney General letter dated June 11, 2007 regarding the global warming 
discussion of the General Plan DEIR.  At this meeting, the City and Ms. Goldberg agreed that 
the City should edit the Draft General Plan to strengthen climate change policies and to take 
steps to ensure that the policies are implemented and enforced.    
 
The City has taken the following approach to address the comments on the City’s obligation 
under CEQA to adopt feasible alternatives and mitigation measures made in the June 11, 2007 
Attorney General letter: (1) modify the policy language of the October 2006 Draft General 
Plan  to expand and strengthen climate change policies; (2) ensure that policies to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are imposed on future development and City operations by 
incorporating them into the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) for the 
Final EIR; and (3) initiate work on a General Plan Action Plan to identify measures such as 
new or amended regulations, programs and incentives to implement the GHG reduction 
policies.    
 
Based on this approach, the Conservation Element of the General Plan has been revised to: 
incorporate an overview of climate change; discuss existing state and City actions to address 
climate change impacts; and establish comprehensive policies that would reduce the GHG 
emissions of future development, the existing community-at-large, and City operations.  A key 
new Conservation Element policy is to “reduce the City’s carbon footprint” and to “develop 
and adopt new or amended regulations, programs and incentives as appropriate to implement 
the goals and policies set forth” related to climate change (CE-A.2).  Additional policies have 
been added to “collaborate with climate science experts” to allow informed public decisions 
(CE-A.3) and to “regularly monitor and update the City’s Climate Protection Action Plan (CE-
A.13).”  The overall intent of these new policies is to unequivocally support climate protection 
actions, while retaining flexibility in the design of implementation measures which could be 
influenced by technological advances, environmental conditions, state and federal legislation, 
or other factors. 

 
In addition,  the Draft General Plan Land Use and Community Planning; Mobility; Urban 
Design; and Public Facilities, Services, and Safety elements have been edited to better support 
GHG reduction and climate change adaptation goals.  These elements contain policy language 
related to sustainable land use patterns, alternative modes of transportation, energy efficiency, 
water supply, and GHG emissions associated with landfills.   The General Plan also calls for 
the City to employ sustainable building techniques, minimize energy use, maximize waste 
reduction and diversion, and implement water conservation measures.   The City’s efforts to 
reduce GHG emissions are further bolstered by existing City programs including the 
Sustainable Community Program, the Climate Protection Action Plan, the Environmentally 
Preferable Purchasing Program, and numerous City Council policies addressing resource 
conservation and management.  
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B-1 (continued) 
To ensure that policies to reduce GHG emissions are imposed on future development, the 
policies are incorporated into the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) for 
the Final EIR.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15097(b), regarding mitigation monitoring, 
“Where the project at issue is the adoption of a general plan, specific plan, community plan or 
other plan-level document, the monitoring plan shall apply to policies and any other portion of 
the plan that is a mitigation measure or adopted alternative.  The monitoring plan may consist 
of policies included in plan-level documents.”   
 
Staff is currently preparing a General Plan Action Plan that identifies a comprehensive work 
program of measures to implement the policies of the General Plan, including the policies that 
reduce GHG emissions of future development.  The implementation measures would include 
the development of regulations, programs, incentives, master plans, community plan updates or 
other specific actions to implement the policies of the General Plan, and identify the parties 
responsible for implementation and the implementation time frame. Due to the complexity and 
interrelationship between the General Plan policies and issues related to global warming, it is 
anticipated that it would take at least one year to several years to adopt all of the measures to 
be included within the implementing Action Plan.  While the implementation measures 
identified in the General Plan Action Plan are prepared, the General Plan policies identified in 
the MMRP would be imposed on future development and the Climate Protection Action Plan 
would continue to be implemented (updates to the Climate Action Plan are to occur per the 
new Policy CE-A.13 as discussed above). 
 
In order to monitor the progress and effectiveness of General Plan policies and implementation 
measures, the City will prepare and submit an annual report on the status of the General Plan 
and progress in the implementation of the General Plan policies (“the annual report”) to the 
City Council, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) and the Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD) as mandated by Government Code 
§65400(b)(1).  The annual report shall include a discussion of progress in the implementation 
of the specific goals and policies of each general plan element, including policies that reduce 
GHG emissions.  The annual report will also be used to develop a longer-term evaluation of the 
General Plan and to determine the need for updating any element or policy prior to a 
comprehensive update.  To ensure that the City prepares and submits the annual report, 
compliance with Government Code §65400(b)(1) is included in the MMRP for the Final PEIR 
consistent with CEQA Guidelines §15097(b).  
 
B-2 
The City of Villages development strategy policies found in the Land Use and Community 
Planning Element, Section A, were strengthened to address this comment and included in the 
MMRP to ensure that these policies are imposed on future development consistent with CEQA 
Guidelines §15097(b).  Furthermore, as discussed in the response to comment B-1, the City has 
incorporated the revised policies of the General Plan that reduce GHG emissions into the 
MMRP for the Final EIR to ensure that future development incorporates measures that 
“minimize GHG emissions.” 
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B-3  
The referenced policy has been reviewed and revised.  See General Plan Policy CE-A.5. 
 
B-4 
The referenced policy has been reviewed and revised.  See General Plan Policy CE-A.11. 
 
B-5 
The referenced policy has been reviewed and revised.  See General Plan Policy CE-A.6. 
 
B-6 
The referenced policy has been reviewed and revised.  See General Plan Policy CE-A.6.  The 
Action Plan will identify the specific implementation of this policy.   
 
B-7 
The referenced policy has been reviewed and revised.  See General Plan Policy CE-A.12.  Also 
see Policy CE-A.11.d edits. 
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B-8 
The General Plan provides policy direction on minimizing waste, waste management and 
recycling in the Conservation Element Section A, Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development; and in the Public Facilities, Services and Safety Element Section I, Waste 
Management.  Policies have been reviewed and revised.  See General Plan Policy PF-I.1.and 
PF-I.2, and Policies CE-A.8 and CE-A.9.  In addition, the City is in the process of 
implementing a Construction and Demolition Debris Diversion Ordinance.  To further address 
diverting materials from the waste stream within the City limits, the City is in the process of 
discussing the City Recycling Ordinance which would require single family, multi-family, 
commercial and mixed-use facilities to recycle at a minimum: plastic bottles and jars, paper, 
newspaper, metal containers, cardboard, and glass containers. 
 
B-9 
As discussed in the response to Comment B-2, the City of Villages development strategy 
policies were strengthened within the General Plan and included in the MMRP to ensure that 
these policies are imposed on future development.  In addition, the following language was 
added to the Land Use and Community Planning Element Section A to address the citywide 
importance of the City of Villages strategy:  "Implementation of the City of Villages strategy is 
an important component of the City's strategy to reduce local contributions to greenhouse gas 
emissions, because the strategy makes it possible for larger numbers of people to make fewer 
and shorter auto trips." 
 
B-10 
A new General Plan Policy CE-F.9 addresses the idling of motive equipment.  
 
B-11 
The referenced policy (CE-A.6) has been reviewed and revised.   
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B-12 
Policy CE-A.13 has been added. This policy calls for the City to “Regularly monitor and 
update the City’s Climate Protection Action Plan.”   
 
B-13 
In response to comments made on the Draft General Plan during the public review period, the 
City has undertaken actions to reduce the GHG emissions of future development under the 
General Plan and meet its obligations under CEQA to mitigate the cumulatively significant 
global warming impacts of the General Plan as explained in detail in the response to comment 
B-1.  By adding these comprehensive policies into the General Plan and MMRP and 
identifying Action Plan measures to implement these policies, the City has incorporated the 
principal environmentally objectives of the environmentally superior Enhanced Sustainability 
Alternative into the General Plan. Furthermore, the addition of Policy ME-G.5 to the Mobility 
Element to “implement parking strategies that are designed to help reduce the number and 
length of automobile trips …” incorporates one of the principal environmental objectives 
related to the Increased Parking Management Alternative into the Draft General Plan.  Please 
also refer to the responses to comments B-15 and B-16.  
 
B-14 
See response to B-13. 
 
B-15 
A new Policy ME-G.5 has been added to the Mobility Element to “implement parking 
strategies that are designed to help reduce the number and length of automobile trips …” The 
addition of this policy incorporates one of the principal environmental objectives related to the 
Increased Parking Management Alternative into the Draft General  Plan. 
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B-16 
Please see response to comment B-2.   The City of San Diego’s General Plan Update has been 
guided by the City of Villages (smart growth) strategy.   This strategy includes coordinated 
land use and transportation policies that can help reduce local contributions to GHG emissions 
over the long term through implementation of development patterns and transportation 
investments that make it possible for larger numbers of people to make fewer and shorter auto 
trips.  The General Plan also includes a wide range of resource conservation and management 
policies that promote sustainable development and reduce GHG emissions.  Revisions have 
been made to the Draft General Plan, and a preliminary General Plan Action Plan has been 
drafted in response to public comments received on the General Plan and Draft EIR.   These 
edits have resulted in the preparation of an environmentally superior project being brought 
forward to public hearings.    
 
In addition, the City’s efforts to reduce GHG emissions are bolstered by existing programs 
including the City’s Sustainable Community Program, the Climate Protection Action Plan, the 
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program, and numerous City Council policies 
addressing resource conservation and management.   
 
Staff appreciated the input provided by Deputy Attorney General Sandra Goldberg at the 
meeting of June 27, 2007, which resulted in additional communications and sharing of 
resources.  Please also refer to response B-1.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


