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M I N U T E S 

COMMISSION FOR ARTS AND CULTURE 
REGULAR MEETING 

  Logan Heights Branch Library  
567 South 28th Street 

San Diego, California 92113-2407 

Monday, December 19, 2014 
8:30 a.m. 

 
 
Commissioners Present 
Larry Baza, Chair 
Sheryl White, Vice Chair 
Macedonio Arteaga, Jr. 
Jonathan Bailey 
Carlos Cristiani 
Vernon Franck 
Joanne Hayakawa 
Laurie Mitchell 

 
Janet Poutré 
Sharletta Richardson 
Norma Rodriguez 
Doreen Schonbrun 
Rebecca Smith  
John Venekamp 
Jason Whooper 
 

Commission Staff Present 
Dana Springs 
Gary Margolis 
Nigel Brookes 
 
 

 
 
I. 
 The regular meeting of the City of San Diego (City) Commission for Arts and Culture 

(Commission) was called to order by Commissioner Larry Baza at 8:38 a.m. 
Commissioner Jon Bailey read aloud the Commission’s statement of purpose: The City of 
San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture serves in an advisory capacity to the Mayor 
and City Council on promoting, encouraging and increasing support for the region's 
artistic and cultural assets, integrating arts and culture into community life and 
showcasing San Diego as an international tourist destination. 

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTION/STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 
II. CHAIR’S REPORT 

A. Recognition Regarding Aztec Brewery Rathskeller Collection Conservation – 
Commissioner Baza summarized the history of the Aztec Brewery Rathskeller 
Collection and announced that a reception to celebrate and appreciate the people 
who contributed significantly to the conservation of the collection would follow the 
Commission meeting along with self-guided tours of the collection items installed 
through the Logan Heights Branch Library.  Commissioner Baza acknowledged and 
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thanked Balboa Art Conservation Center, Sculpture Conservation Studio, Artworks 
San Diego, Victoria Hamilton and Christine Jones. 

B. ACTION: November 21, 2014 Minutes – Commissioner Janet Poutré made a 
motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Sharletta Richardson seconded the 
motion. The vote was 12-0-1.     
 Yea: Baza, White, Arteaga, Bailey, Franck, Mitchell, Poutré, Richardson, 

Rodriguez, Smith, Venekamp, Whooper (12) 
 Nay: (0) 
 Abstention: Hayakawa (1) 
 Recusal: (0) 
 Absent at Call for Vote: Cristiani, Schonbrun (2) 

C. ACTION: 2015 Commission Meeting Schedule – Commissioner Janet Poutré 
made a motion to approve the schedule. Commissioner Joanne Hayakawa 
seconded the motion. The vote was 13-0-0.     
 Yea: Baza, White, Arteaga, Bailey, Franck, Hayakawa, Mitchell, Poutré, 

Richardson, Rodriguez, Smith, Venekamp, Whooper (13) 
 Nay: (0) 
 Abstention: (0) 
 Recusal: (0) 
 Absent at Call for Vote: Cristiani, Schonbrun (2) 

D. ACTION: 2015 Commission Committee Appointments – Commissioner 
Vernon Franck made a motion to approve the appointments. Commissioner 
Laurie Mitchell seconded the motion. The vote was 13-0-0.     
 Yea: Baza, White, Arteaga, Bailey, Franck, Hayakawa, Mitchell, Poutré, 

Richardson, Rodriguez, Smith, Venekamp, Whooper (13) 
 Nay: (0) 
 Abstention: (0) 
 Recusal: (0) 
 Absent at Call for Vote: Cristiani, Schonbrun (2) 

E. ACTION: FY16 Organizational Support Program (OSP) and Creative 
Communities San Diego (CCSD) Review Panel Appointments – Commissioner 
John Venekamp made a motion to approve the appointments. Commissioner 
Laurie Mitchell seconded the motion. The vote was 13-0-0.     
 Yea: Baza, White, Arteaga, Bailey, Franck, Hayakawa, Mitchell, Poutré, 

Richardson, Rodriguez, Smith, Venekamp, Whooper (13) 
 Nay: (0) 
 Abstention: (0) 
 Recusal: (0) 
 Absent at Call for Vote: Cristiani, Schonbrun (2) 

F. FY16 Budget Schedule – Commissioner Baza called on Executive Director Dana 
Springs to summarize the FY16 budget development milestones. Springs described 
the schedule and highlighted January 16 as the date that the City Councilmembers 
are due to submit their budget priority memos to the Independent Budget Analyst 
and April 14 as the date that the Mayor releases his proposed budget.  
Commissioner Baza explained that the San Diego Regional Arts and Culture 
Coalition and the Cultural Leaders Group as well as any other stakeholders are 
encouraged to attend and participate in the Commission’s Advocacy & Outreach 
Committee meetings. 
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G. Commission Retreat – Commissioner Baza called on Commissioner Sheryl 
White to explain the anticipated schedule for holding the Commission retreat. 
Commissioner White reported that the retreat is likely to be scheduled for March 
and that a professional facilitator is being sought. 

H. Other Reports  – None. 
 
III. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

A. Appreciation and Recruitments – Springs reported that Executive Secretary 
Linda Sokol has retired. Springs acknowledged Sokol’s long tenure at the 
Commission.  Springs reported on the recruitment process and anticipated schedule 
for the three vacancies in the department: Executive Secretary, Public Art Program 
Administrator and Associate Management Analyst. 

B. FY16 Funding Programs Schedule – Springs called on Funding Program 
Manager Gary Margolis to announce the key dates for OSP and CCSD panel 
orientation sessions, application submissions and application review panel dates. 
Margolis also reported the number of funding applicants to date. 

C. Other Reports – Springs reported that Commission staff will increase its reliance 
on scheduling with Microsoft Outlook appointments. Springs acknowledged and 
apologized that the processing of FY15 contracts for service are behind schedule; 
she reported that redoubled efforts are being applied to solve the problem. Springs 
acknowledged Victoria Hamilton, Christine Jones and the San Diego Public Library 
for their roles in conserving and exhibiting the Aztec Brewery Rathskeller 
Collection. 

 
IV. COUNCILMEMBER DAVID ALVAREZ  
 Councilmember David Alvarez addressed the Commissioners with comments regarding the 

anniversary of the Logan Heights Branch Library, the City’s FY16 budget process, Penny 
for the Arts Five-Year Blueprint, and the conservation of the Aztec Brewery Rathskeller 
Collection. 
  

V. NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT  
 Comments were given by: 

1. Martha Gilmer, San Diego Symphony 
2. Michelle Tillman, UCSD 
3. Michael Rosenberg, La Jolla Playhouse 
4. B.D. Wong, La Jolla Playhouse 
5. Whitney Roux, NTC Foundation & Rising Arts Leaders 
6. Michael Murphy, The Old Globe 
7. Amanda Schaar, New Fortune Theatre Co. 
8. Anjanette Maraya-Ramey, Mo’olelo Performing Arts Company 
9. Keith Fisher, San Diego Opera 
10. Matt Carney, San Diego Dance Theater 
11. A.A. LoBue, Support Our Veteran’s Association 
12. Molly Puryear, Malashock Dance 
13. John Malashock, Malashock Dance 

  
VI. 

Commissioner Baza adjourned the meeting at 9:45 a.m. 
ADJOURN 


