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MINUTES 
 

COMMISSION FOR ARTS AND CULTURE 
PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE 

 
Civic Center Plaza, Suite 924 
1200 Third Avenue, 92101 

Thursday, September 4, 2008 
 
 
PAC Members Present 
Randy Robbins 
Victoria Reed 
Michael Krichman 
Constance White 
Anne Marie Purkey Levine 
 

PAC Members Absent 
Mathieu Gregoire 
Joanne Hayakawa 
Tina Yapelli 
Roman de Salvo 
 
 

Commission Staff Present 
Dana Springs 
Christine Jones 
 
 

PAC Ex Officio Members Present 
Jean Cameron 
Kim Duclo  
Alissa Gabriel 
Nazie Mansury 
Bobbi Salvini 
 
 

PAC Ex Officio Members Absent 
Catherine Sass 
Michael Marks 
Brent Lindberg 
Alex Garcia 
Genevieve DePerio 
Lucy Contreras 
 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The City of San Diego (City) Commission for Arts and Culture’s (Commission) Public Art 

Committee (PAC) meeting was called to order by Randy Robbins at 12:05 p.m. 
 
 It was noted that there was not a quorum. 
 
II. NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
 
III. ACTION − APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 Michael Krichman made a motion to approve the August 7, 2008 minutes.  Anne Marie 

Purkey Levine seconded the motion.  The vote was 4-0-0.  
 
 Victoria Reed arrived at 12:15 p.m., making a quorum. 
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IV. ACTION − RECOMMENDATION ON SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA 
FOR ACQUIRING ARTWORK USING A MONETARY DONATION FROM NIKI 
DE ST. PHALLE  

 Christine Jones presented the staff report and recommendation. Michael Krichman made 
a motion to recommend to the Commission approval of the proposed artist selection 
process and criteria for the City Heights Community Park using a monetary donation from 
Niki de St. Phalle with the following revisions: 1) include language in the Request for 
Qualifications that makes it clear to artists that creating a website is a possibility; 2) remove 
the criterion “Immediate availability and ability to work with fluctuating deadlines.”  
Victoria Reed seconded the motion.  The vote was 5-0-0.  
  

V. ACTION − RECOMMENDATION ON ARTIST SELECTION PANEL ROSTER 
FOR ACQUIRING ARTWORK USING A MONETARY DONATION FROM NIKI 
DE ST. PHALLE  

 Jones presented the staff report and recommendation.  Constance White made a motion 
to recommend to the Commission approval of 1) Mathieu Gregoire for the seat of the 
Public Art Committee Member; and 2) Kim Stringfellow for the seat of the Visual 
Art/Design Professional with alternates Peter Terezakis, Neil Kendricks and Steven 
Churchill, in no particular order, to serve as two of the five artist selection panelists for 
acquiring artwork for the City Heights Community Park using a monetary donation from 
Niki de St. Phalle. Victoria Reed seconded the motion.  The vote was 5-0-0.     

 
VI. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Port’s Signature Art Community Advisory Group – Reed reported that the Port’s 
artist selection panel had shortlisted three teams to create proposals: Bideau Company 
of Ballan-Mire, France; the Peter Fink team of London, UK; and the team of Ned Kahn/ 
Patrick McInerney Associates/ Jason Edling of California. Two alternate teams were 
selected: Leni Schwendinger of New York City, and Grenald Waldron & Associates 
with Ray King of Narberth, Pennsylvania. The Port is in the process of generating 
agreements for the shortlisted teams. 

B. Downtown Lighting Master Plan – Reed reported that Centre City Development 
(CCDC) staff gave an informational presentation on the scope of the Downtown 
Lighting Master Plan to the Commission on August 22. 

 
 VII.     STAFF REPORTS 

A. Civic Center Complex Redevelopment Project – Dana Springs reported that the 
Community presentations of Gerding Edlen’s proposal had concluded. The CCDC 
Board is scheduled to take action on the proposal on September 23 followed by City 
Council on October 21. 

B. North Embarcadero Visionary Plan (NEVP) – Springs reported that Pae White is 
scheduled to present her final art proposal to the NEVP Public Art Committee on 
September 17, followed by the NEVP Joint Powers Authority Board on September 25. 

C. Serra Mesa – Kearny Mesa Branch Library – Jones reported that the design team 
will present their proposal for an educational space at the Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa 
Branch Library to benefit children ages 0-5 and their parents and caregivers at two 
upcoming meetings.  PAC members will receive an email with the revised date for the 
technical advisors meeting.  The community meeting is on September 24th. 
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D. Balboa Park 2015 – Springs reported that the Office of the Mayor organized a meeting 
of civic leaders to brainstorm ideas for the centennial celebration.  The results of the 
brainstorming session will be provided to City Council in a report in the fall. 

E. Public Art Coalition of Southern California (PACSoCal) – Springs reported that the 
next meeting of the PACSoCal will take place in Claremont on September 26 and she 
invited PAC members to attend. 

F. Two America Plaza – Springs reported that CCDC is considering the 
recommendations made by the PAC at the August meeting. 

G. Aztec Brewery Collection – Springs announced that the City’s Redevelopment 
Agency (RDA) is in negotiations with Shea Properties for the development of Mercado 
del Barrio in Barrio Logan. Springs reported that Commission staff has been involved 
in discussions with RDA staff and Shea regarding the fulfillment of a City Council 
resolution to restore and install the Aztec Brewery Collection in the Mercado 
development. 

H. Acquisitions – Jones reported that the artist Neal Bociek recently installed a series of 
ten sculptures titled Landsailers in San Diego’s Pacific Beach and La Jolla 
neighborhoods. She also reported that a number of the City’s new public artworks, 
including Landsailers have been nominated for San Diego Architectural Foundation’s 
Orchids & Onions Awards. 

I. Deaccessioning – Jones reported that the recommendation to deaccession the artworks 
Sea Gods and Ocean Dreams by the artist team of Jill Moon and Matthew Welsh, 
which are located in the Newport Avenue parking lot near the Ocean Beach pier, was 
reviewed by the Commission at their meeting on August 22.  The Commission 
recommended approval of the deaccession and disposal of Ocean Dreams as 
recommended by the PAC and directed Commission staff to involve Park and 
Recreation Department staff and the Ocean Beach community in a discussion about the 
treatment of the wall.  The recommendation to deaccession and dispose of the artwork 
Sea Gods was postponed, pending further research into conservation by Commission 
staff. Jones reiterated that the Executive Director of the Commission will make the final 
decision whether to deaccession and dispose of a City-owned artwork based on the 
recommendations from the Commission and its Public Art Committee. 

 
VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 2, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
 
White announced the selection of artists for Phase 1 of the public art implementation plan 
at the San Diego International Airport and distributed the 2008 Public Art Site and 
Opportunity Plan. 
 
Krichman announced that inSite is coordinating the involvement of Teddy Cruz in the 
Venice Biennale of Architecture 2008. Krichman also announced the upcoming opening of 
El Cubo at the Centro Cultural Tijuana. 

 
IX. ADJOURN 
 The meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 


