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WHAT IS FAIR HOUSING? 

 

Fair housing can be defined as a condition in which 
individuals of similar income levels in the same housing 
market have a like range of housing choice available to 
them regardless of race, color, ancestry, religion, national 
origin, age, gender, marital status, familial status, source of 
income, sexual orientation, or disability. 
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WHAT IS HOUSING DISCRIMINATION? 

 

Housing discrimination is unjust or prejudicial treatment of 
individuals, in the area of housing and real estate, based 
on the individual's protected class. 
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN TO THE CDBG APPLICANT? 

 

Grantee Certifications required by CDBG governing 
regulations: 

(1)   The awarded grant will be carried out and 
 administered according to the Fair Housing 
 Act, and 

(2)  The grantee will work diligently to 
 affirmatively further fair housing 
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PROTECTED CLASSES (FEDERAL LAW) 

 Race   National Origin 

 Color   Familial Status 

 Religion  Disability 

 Sex (Gender) 

ADDITIONAL PROTECTED CLASSES (STATE LAW) 

 Marital Status  Medical Condition 

 Age   Sexual Orientation 

 Source of Income Other Arbitrary Status 
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COMMON VIOLATIONS OF FAIR HOUSING LAW 

•   Refusing to Rent, Lease or Sell Housing 

•   Sexual Harassment  

•   Discriminatory Policies, Practices, Terms or 
 Conditions 

•   Refusal to Permit Reasonable 
 Modifications / Accommodations 

•   Denial of Home Loan or Homeowner’s 
 Insurance 
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“PRACTICE FAIR HOUSING” PROGRAM 

•   Fair Housing Hotline:  1-800-462-0503 

•   Speak with Housing Counselor – facts and 
 details 

•   Referral to Legal Services (if merited) 

•   Assistance to resolve 

•   Unresolved complaints may be litigated 

REGIONAL ANALYSIS OF IMPEDIMENTS 

www.sandiego.gov/cdbg/fairhousing   

http://www.sandiego.gov/cdbg/fairhousing
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Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

 

Prohibits discrimination based on disability in ANY 
program or activity receiving federal financial assistance. 
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DISABILITY – A DEFINITION 

•   Person with a physical or mental impairment that 
 limits one or more major life activity 

•   Has a record of having a disability  

•  Is regarded as having that type of impairment 

•   Includes certain medical conditions such as: 
HIV/AIDS, alcoholism, recovering alcohol or drug user, 
hoarding, PTSD, etc.   
Does NOT include:  kleptomania, pyromania, compulsive gambling and 
current illegal use of a controlled substance 
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EQUAL RIGHTS TO PROGRAMS 

 

•  Materials in alternative formats (LARGE FONT, Braille) 

•  Audio Recordings 

•  Telephone Handset Amplifiers 

•  Telecommunication Devices 

•  Interpreters, note-takers, readers 
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EQUAL RIGHTS TO ACCESSIBILITY 

 

•  Clear public path of travel  / Width of doorways 

•  Entrance ramps, elevators 

•  Parking with universal logo signage 

•  Ability to open the door of entry (weight 5 lbs) 

•  Use of drinking fountains 

•  Use of restrooms 

•  Grab bars 

•  Height of commode and sink 
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SERVING DESIGNATED POPULATIONS  

 

•   Units may be restricted to specific disabilities – if 
 authorized by federal statute or executive order 

 

•  Necessary to provide access to housing, aid, 
 benefits or services that are as effective as those 
 provided to others.  
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TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 
 

•  Federally Assisted Programs 

•  Prohibits: 
•  Exclusion from Participation 

•  Denial of Benefits 

•  Discrimination 

•  Race, Color or National Origin 
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TITLE II OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 
1990 (ADA) 

•  Prohibits discrimination based on disability 

•  Programs 

•  Services 

•  Activities 

•  Public entities  
•  State and local governments 

•  Partners, agencies, other instrumentalities 

•  Federal funding not required 
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SUMMARY OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 
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FAIR HOUSING REGULATIONS 

 Federal  

Fair Housing Act / Fair Housing Amendments Act 

Part of Civil Rights Act of 1968 / Amended 1988 
42 USC Section 3601 et. seq. “Title VIII” / 24 CFR Part 14 et. al. 

 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
29 USC Section 794 / 24 CFR Part 8 
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FAIR HOUSING REGULATIONS 

 State  

California Fair Employment and Housing Act of 1963 
Government Code Sections 12900-12996 

 

Unruh Act Civil Rights Act 
California Civil Code Sections 51-51.3 

 

Government Code Section 11139.3 
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MICHELE ST. BERNARD 

Project Manager 

Fair Housing and Stimulus Programs 
 

Economic Development and Project Management 

Development Services Department 

1200 Third Avenue, Suite 1400 

San Diego, CA  92101 

MStBernard@sandiego.gov 

619.236.6381 
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