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NFL Stadium

Dimension from Height from 1st
Field wall to field tread to Field

Denver Broncos
Philadelphia Eagles
Seattle Seahawks
Carolina Panthers
Washington Redskins
New England Patriots
Cincinnatti Bengals
Baltimore Ravens

41'-3"
60’
56'
58
54
64'
60'

57'-9"

v

4-2"
50"
4-0"
56"
4'5"
4'6"
56"
5-1"
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Number of Rows AT 50 Yard Line Viewing || Seating
lower mid upper total total area | SF/seat |Distance || Capacity
Qualcomm Stadium 52 15 19 86 1,127,000 15.8 290 71,000
1 Invesco Field at Mile High 40 20 36 96 1,711,000 | 22.5 313’ 76,125
2 Ericsson Stadium 42 38 80 1,906,000 [ 26.1 304' 73,000
3 Jack Kent Cooke Stadium 40 19 29 88 1,750,000 | 22.4 303' 78,000
4/ Paul Brown Stadium-Cincinatti 31 20 35 86 1,852,000 27.2 327 68,000
5 Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum 46 16 33 95 336 63,263
6 Baltimore Ravens 42 10 29 81 1,550,000 | 22.8 314 68,400
7 Seattle Seahawks 27 26 47 100 1,500,000 | 22.3 332 67,000
8 New England Patriots 38 24 25 87 1,800,000| 26.4 326' 68,000
9 Philadelphia Eagles 34 19 30 83 1,700,000 [ 25.7 310’ 66,000

Note:

A. | The abowe figures are based on information taken from drawings. Actual dimensions and counts may vary.
B. Viewing distance is the diagonal line of sight distance along the 50 yard line from the

the most distant seat to the edge of the playing field.
C. Viewing distance and number of rows may vary depending on the location in the 'bowl'
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Street &Smith’s

oPORTSBUSINESS

Ahead of game, under dget

The Denver Broncos® new stadium could
be o remarkabbe exception to the wearying
[ major construct lon projects rn-
el bornmrinng bosiogoed by cost ex-

ploslons.

Both axpenses and tima line seem fArm-
Iy undeor control

With the stadium about 60 peroent com:-
plete, executives of architect HNTB and
Turmer Construction Co. are sugpesting
they could finish work well ahead of sched-
ule and at least 3 million under budgert.

~¥iou naver know what can happen with
weather and other things,” said Emil Kon-
rath, Turner vice president. “but I'm hop-
ing we'll be done & month before the dead-
line [Aug. 251.

Cerinly the stadium’s owners and op-
erators are smiling. Still cautious, but very
pleased.

~To pat it in football terms, we'ne in the
third quarter and we've got a great lead.”
said Tim Romani. executive director of
the Metropolitan Football Sudium Dis-
erict. “We realize that we're not finished, and
the only thing that counts is where weare

JOUR

uluu:mql.bmlﬂ:mkn? e looking awfully

HNTE and Turner are engaged In a joint
venture, design-build agreement that is
unusial for large 1S, sports facilities.
Rarer yet is the fact that HNTH assuurned 20
percent of Turner’s contractual risk.

“As fiar s I'm e this iz the bigges: pro-
Jeet in wehich the architect hag azsumed s
slgnifiennt risk position.” said Terry Miller
sendor vice president of HNTB. “But it's been
an outstanding partnership, and the flipside
of risk b the possibility of additional rewartd
The Jolnt venture partners stand to share
in the savings if the project is under bud-
gor”

At this paint, sveryone involved has rea-
son to fe] confident.

Romuni confirmed that HNTE and Turn-
eralready have proffered a change order of
mare than $4 million, reducing the guar-
anteed maximum price w0 million —a
figure that includes $40 millkon in siteand
infrastructure work, alll fees and contingency
funds,

“Not only that. but unless something
crazy happens, [ belleve we'll be able 1o
reduce it bwv another 84 million in the next

DECEMBER 25-31, 2000 - $4.95

NAD

HNTE, Turner may reduce the price further.

quarter;” Konrath sakd.

HKim Kennady: an economist and nation:
al forecasting manager for construction
information provider EW, Dodge, suggest-

ed that she found the cost control the
Broncos stadium praject to be fairly re-
markahle.

“Iv definitely goes against strong trends

we've seen throwghout the industry for the
Pt oouple of years,” Kennedy sabd. *The level
of activity the sheer amount of construction
has been so high that bullders and develop-
ersanealmost all running into labor and ma-
terial shortages, which drive up costs.
“Ome thing which probably is u factor in
[Denver’s] ease is that the design-build
model gives a project some real advan.
tages, especially in joint planning by ar-
chitects and contractors — and the fact
thiat they got to do it all up front.”
Romani certainly apprecintes the
progress and cost-efficiency of his design-

in Denver

build eam.

Most projects are scrambling around
about now, worrled about overrins, being
lte or whistever, " Romind said. “We're in
the opposite position.”

Other than confusion over numing rights
— and whather they'll be sald at all — the
only problem nagging stadium district of:
ficials is the matter of Mile High Stadium.

The odd one. that is.

The HNTB-Turner group had planned to
puta wrecking ball to the structure in Jan-
uary, giving it sufficient time o clear space
on the narthwest siide of the new stadium
for several hundred parking spaces.

“Our contract specifies thar Mile High
can't be demolished watdl we've reached ‘sub
stantial completion” on the new stadium.”
Romani said. “We hoped that with the
progress that's been made already.
could negotiate a modification of |h'||
agreement with [Mayor Wellington Webb)]
and the City Council,

“Busteally, we'd like to knock down Mils
High in January which would give us ime
to have that parking area done by August
and the start of foathall season. Right now,
though, the mayor is taking the cautions
rotte — wanting to wait until we're repdy
toopen the new stedium before getting rid
of the old one.

*1 understand the mayor's reluctance.
The towgh part of it. though, is that if we
can't chear that space Lntl sunimer: fans will
Turve to endure s messy first season with in-
sumcl.cm pa:kl.ng — plus people from ll‘lr

hood want that area opened up”

| fommmis
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