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OFFICE OF MAYOR JERRY SANDERS' 


CITY OF SAN DIEGO 


.MEMORANDUM 

DATE December 17, 2008 

To Council President Ben Hueso and Honorable Members of the San Diego 
City Council 

FROM Mayor Jerry Sanders 

SUBJECT Appointment to the Community Forest Advi sory Board 

It is my pleasure to appoint Fausto Palafox to the Communi ty Forest Advisory Board, 

subject to your confirmation. 


Fausto Palafox is the Owner of Mission Hills Nursery, San Diego's oldest retail garden 
center originally established in 1910 by the legendary Kate Sessions. Ms. Sessions sold 
the nursery to the Antonicelli family, then Mr. Palafox bought the business in 1989. Mr. 
Palafox has over 40 years experience in the nursery industry, horticulture, and landscape 

. design. At the Mission Hills Nursery, Mr. Palafox oversees all operations, manag.es 
various landscape design projects, and directs a staff ofeleven employees. Mr. Palafox's 
interest, passion, and experience in horticulture began at an early age with Nurseryland 
Garden Centers where he initially worked part-time stocking and maintaining plants. Due 
to Mr. Palafox's natural ['alent and expertise, he was promoted to Assistant Manager and 
later Manag.er of his own store. Under Mr. Palafox's management, his store became one 
of the highE.:stprofitable locations within the corporation. Mr. Palafox later became 
Director of Operations at Nurseryland Garden Centers' corporate headquarters in San 
Diego. Mr. Palafox left the corporation to own and operate lhe Mission Hills Nursery in 
1989. 

Mr. Palafox's horticultural skills and experience has made an.impact on the community. 
In 1998, Mr. Palafox worked with Mission Hills residents to establish the Mission Hills 
Garden Club which now has more than 200 members. One ofMr. Palafox's proudest 
achievements is the creation of the Mission Hills Garden CI ub Walk, an annual fund
raising event where Mission Hills residents open and share the beauty of their gardens 
with 1,000 garden enthusiasts. Proceeds from this event are recycled back into 
beamification and se0'ice projects for the community. In addition, Mr. Palafox shares his 
h0l1iculture and landscape design expertise as an Ornamental Horticulture Instructor for 
Cuyamaca College where he teaches courses on building an<l maintaining greenhouses 
and plant propagation. 
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000 1 ~f~ Palafox will serve as the required HorticulturisuNursery Industry Representative on 
the Community Foresl Advisory Board. He wi11 replace \Villiam Tall, who is not seeking 
reappointment, for a term expiring December 31,2011. ,Mr. Palafox resides in downtown 
San Diego. 

I ask that you confirm this appointment and join me in acknowledging Mr. Palafox for his 
willingness to give his time and expenise to serve the City of San Diego in this important 
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cc: 	 City Attorney Jan Goldsmith 

City Clerk Eliz~beth Maland 
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