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OFFICE OF MAYOR JERRY SANDERS 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

MEMORANDUM 

May 6,2009 

Council President Ben Hueso & Honorable Members of the 
San Diego City Council 

Mayor Jerry Sanders 

Appointments to the International Affairs Board 

It is my pleasure to appoint Gloria Cazares, Deborah Flores, and Dr. Mary McKenzie to 
the International Affairs Board, subject to your confirmation. 

Gloria Cazares has more than 20 years experience in international marketing, sales, and 
business development. Ms. Cazares has specialized in the launch of new products in the 
international market, including California, Mexico and Latin America. Throughout her 
career, Ms. Cazares established international distribution systems, created new markets for 
new products, developed cultural relations, and created strategic alliances with 
international corporations. Her career includes serving as an International Marketing & 
Sales Manager for Latin America & Mexico for Sunseeds Technology, Tnc., 
Marketing/Sales Manager for Ochoa Seed Company, Inc., in Gilroy, California and 
Regional Manager for Latin America and the Caribbean for Harris Moran Seed Company 
in Modesto, California. Currently, Ms. Cazares is a Product Development Manager for 
H.E.D. Seed Productions, Tnc., in Modesto, California. Her past professional affiliations 
include the University of Women in Business, Gilroy Chapter and the Hollister Chapter of 
the California Women in Agriculture. 

Ms. Cazares has actively engaged in numerous civic and cultural activities to serve the 
Latino and Latin American communities. Previously, Ms. Cazares was a member of the 
League of United Latin America Citizens. She currently serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Latino American Political Association (LAP A) in San Diego. 

Ms. Cazares received a Master of International Management (MIM) degree from the 
American Graduate School of International Management in Glendale, Arizona. She also 
received a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics with an. emphasis in International 
Trade from the University of Mexico. 
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Ms. Cazares will replace Anthony Samson, who is termed out, for a term expiring March 
1, 2011. She resides in Chula Vista. 

Deborah Flores is an Attorney in solo practice specializing in international law. Ms. Flores 
has also served as a Pro Bono Attorney for political asylum seekers through the Casa 
Cornelia Law Center since 2007. Her legal expertise includes serving as a Research 
Assistant at the University of San Diego School of Law, and Intern for the Center for 
Public Interest Law. Ms. Flores has written various articles and publications for the 
Cal(fornia Regulatory Law Reporter, and The Journal o/Politics, and has been a guest 
issue editor for the American Bar Association's Human Rights magazine. In addition, she 
co-authored an article on international law for the 2007 conference of the American 
Political Science Association in Chicago. Ms. Flores' professional affiliations include 
membership in the California Bar Association and the San Diego World Affairs Council. 

Beyond Ms. Flores' professional responsibilities, she actively serves on various civic, 
charitable, and international associations and organizations including the International 
Children's Arts Exchange. Ms. Flores has also been a member of the Board of Directors of 
the San Diego Vladivostok Sister City Society, and spends her limited free time to 
volunteer for the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve. Ms. Flores speaks 
Russian and German. 

Ms. Flores holds a Juris Doctor degree from the University of San Diego School of Law, 
and a Master of Arts degree in International Relations from the University of San Diego. 
She also received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Russian Studies from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, and a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from San Diego State 
University. 

Ms. Flores will replace Edward Mracek, who has resigned, for a term expiring March 1, 
2010. She resides in Linda Vista. 

Mary McKenzie, Ph.D., has more than 23 years experience in international affairs, political 
science, and international relations. Currently, Dr. McKenzie is an Adjunct Instructor in 
Political Science and International Relations at the University of San Diego. Her lectures 
have primarily featured topics including the United Nations, United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals~ and American Foreign Policy. Dr. McKenzie began her career in 
political science and international affairs in 1986, first as a Teaching & Research Assistant, 
then an Instructor in the Department of Political Science at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. She has also taught courses at Grossmont College, California State 
University San Marcos, University of Redlands, and the Peace Research Institute in 
Frankfurt, Germany where she was a MacArthur Postdoctoral Research Fellow in 
European Peace and Security. Dr. McKenzie's career includes serving as a Law Clerk for 
the Legal Aid Society from 2006-2007, and Legal Intern for Councilmember Donna Frye 
from 2005-2006. 

Dr. McKenzie has also generously provided her insight and expertise for various 
international associations. She is currently the President of United Nations Association of 
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S8I\ Diego, and ha.s suvuJ OIl the aHoLi3lion's B~atd c,( Dinelars sinc..e 2002. She. ha.s also 
serv~d on me. Pan-American Model United Nations Board of DinGlors since. 2004. 

"'f1uoug,hOUl Dr. Mckenlie.'s t.artef, s:he has urricce.1'l nurneTClUS ~l}bfiGations M intt.rTlatilmaf 
am,irs, crise.s, and \.sSlle..s. As. '4 rc.£u\{ 0 ( Dr. Mc.Ke.nLie. 's txpe.f1.ise and c.6rlfribllliMS, .she 
has be.en (he. re.cipj~nt of \Jarious inte.m~ti6f'1dl ~Wafds. and honors ir'lc.luding (he. Carron &. 
Nora CaMon OlHStandi ng Ur\;{c.a N.a.liMS Me.mber Award (rom \.he. Uni{w Nalicn~ 
Association cf San Die.go, 6nd the. F\)~brjgh( Sc.holar AWaJ'd for the Gennan Studies 
SemiJiu on "Deutchland l1.I\d MiHe.l-tlJ f op2.." Dr. M.t.Ktfl.2it M.s als6 v61un~ed for the. 
READ San Diego Lilerac.y Program, aI\d the Un..ivt.rsil)' of SaJ'I Diego's Community 
Outre.ac.h!Political Literac.y ?rog,ram. She al~o ipcakS Spanish and Ge.rm~n fluently. 

Dr. McKtnzje holds a Jllri~ Doctor d~gfe.e frOf"T'\ the. Universily 6{ San Die.go, School of 
Law, and a Doc.torblt JU'ld M&ster's degree in Polilic<ll Sciel\u from Universily of 
California, S2Int.a. BafbMa. She. also re.c.elved <I Bilchelor of Science degTet i 1\ F6reigl'l 
Servic.e. from Ge.orgel6wn Unl'Vt.rs.iry, 

Dr. 'McKe.nzie. UJas f'lorniflsted hy Coul)t.llrnernDtr DOJ)J'la Prye. She will replau Dr. Hsil'l­
Chi.!h Joe. Choll, who \s not seek.ing reappoiJ'lLmenl, (or.a te.rm ex~iJing tvlan:h I, 2011. She 
rt.Sides in DownloVln SM Diego. 

J ask thai you conflfJ''D the.se. appointr()(:J'l1.S and joio roe. in atknowkdgir.g lhe.se iDdi .... idudls 
for fheir wiHingne.s.s 10 se.rve. the. City of San Die..go in this c.apacity. 

JS:lg 

c.c: 	 City A(Iorne.y Jan Goldsm;th 
City Clerk Elizabeth Maland 
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