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Council President Tony Young & Honorable Members of the
San Diego City Council

Mayor Jerry Sanders

Appointment to the Planning Commission

It is my pleasure to appoint Ms. Sue Peerson to the Planning Commission, subject to your
confirmation.

Sue Peerson is a Principal in Peerson+Design+Consult, Inc. with over 22 years of urban
design, campus planning and landscape architecture experience in both the public and private
sectors. She has prepared land use plans, design guidelines, and landscape design for a range
of clients. Ms. Peerson has developed a keen understanding of how to integrate physical plans
within the political, social, and environmental context. Given her professional experience Ms.
Peerson uses her skills in the planning, urban design, law, and landscape architecture fields to
manage projects with a comprehensive vision. She has created strategic and physical plans for
multiple scales: site, neighborhood, community, and region. Ms. Peerson has licensure with
the American Institute of Certified Planners.

Her firm recently completed a site capacity study and campus plan for a new School of
Medicine including an amendment to the University of California, Riverside 2005 Long
Range Development Plan. Encompassing 500-acres on the West Campus, a physical plan with
3-D models was completed based on site alternatives, neighborhood design criteria,
stakeholder meetings, and presentations to the UCR Chancellor and campus leadership.

Concurrent with her professional practice, Ms. Peerson is a Faculty Lecturer at the University
of California, San Diego in the Urban Studies and Planning program teaching an Urban
Design Practicum undergraduate design studio and an Urban Design Theory and Practice
undergraduate course. Both courses introduce students to the field of urban design with an
emphasis on site planning that compliments the strong theoretical and research-oriented USP
curriculum. She also teaches Introduction to Urban Planning as a Faculty Lecturer II at the
University of San Diego, Department of Sociology.
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Prior to starting her own consulting firm, she was Director of Physical Planning at the
University of California, San Diego in the Campus Planning office. As Director she was
responsible for overseeing the 1,200 acre La Jolla campus and the Hillcrest Medical Center.
During her tenure, she was responsible for planning capital projects with a value of
approximately $1.7 billion including 10 million SF. Ms. Peerson made presentations to the
highest level of campus leadership to build consensus across departments. She was staff to the
Chancellor appointed Design Review Board responsible for review and approval of proposed
physical development of the UCSD campus.

Ms. Peerson was a Senior Associate with Spurlock Poirier Landscape Architects in San
Diego, a legal assistant with Peterson & Price in San Diego, and a community planner for the
City of San Diego. While with the city, she wrote urban design guidelines and evaluated
consultant plans for conformance with city policies. She assisted with the preparation of long-
range, community plans through an extensive public participation process for the
communities of Mission Valley, Kearny Mesa, Serra Mesa, University City, and San Ysidro.
She was responsible for preparing staff reports and giving oral presentations to both the
Planning Commission and City Council.

I ask that you join me in acknowledging Ms. Peerson for her willingness to give her time and
expertise to serve on the Planning Commission.

JERRY I:
Mayo,

JS:dg

cc: City Attorney Jan Goldsmith
City Clerk Elizabeth Maland
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