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OFFICE OF MAYOR JERRY SANDERS 

·CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE January 9, 2009 

To Council President Ben Hueso & Honorable Members of the San 
Diego City Council 

FROM Mayor Jerry Sanders 

SUBJECT Appointment and Reappointments to the San Diego County Water 
Authority Board of Directors 

It is my pleasure to appoint Barbara Wight and reappoint Javier Saunders, Fern Steiner, 
and Yen T u to the San Diego County Water Authority Board of Directors, subj ect to your 
confirmation. 

Barbara Wight,CPA, has been in the irrigation industry for more ~han 18 years. Her 
primary role has been as ChiefOperaling Officer/Chief Financial Officer ofT-Systems 
International, Tnc., a global manufacturing company delivering irrigation solutions to 
growers since 1977. With T-Systems since 1990, Ms. Wight began as the Contro'ller and 
shortly thereafter became the Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. In this role, Ms. 
Wight had globally responsibility for all financial and operational maLters on behalf of the 
corporation, and supervised all banking and financing transaction relationships around the 
world. Her responsibilities included providing leadership for three manufacturing facilities 
and two laboratories located in North 'Ameri'ca, Europe, and Australia. Ms. Wight was also 
instrumental in the development and execution ofT-Systems' operational strategies 
including product development, quality assurance, human resources, information 
technology, and administration. Throughout Ms. Wight's tenure at T-Systems, she has 
established worldwide corporate finance policies and internal control mechanisms to 
safeguard and max imize utilization of company assets, and established global tax and 
working capital strategies to minimize taxes while providing company growth 
opportunities. 

In 2008, T-Systems International, Inc. was acquired by John Deere and incorporated into 
the John Deere Water Technologies Division (JDWT). Ms. Wight is the Director of 
Business Processes for this division and a member of the JDWT Global Execut ive 
Leadership Team. 
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With 18 years experience working for a worldwide leader in drip irrigalion systems, Ms. 
Wight stays abreast of local, national, and international water resources, water 
conservation meaSl\res, irrigation solutions, and responsible water supply management. 
She actively .engages in discussions on water-efficient agricultural irrigation solutions, 
landscape irrigation, and water supply challenges through" her participation with various 
water industry associations. She is an active member of the Irrigation Association and has 
served on its Legislative and State Relations committees. She is also a member of the 
Water Education Foundation, a non-profit organization established to create better 
understanding of water issues and help resolve water resource problems through 
educational programs. Ms. Wight's other professional. and industry affiliations include the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants; California Society of Certified Public 
Accountants", Financial Executives International, Institute of Management Accountants," 
and Women in Agriculture. 

For several years, Ms. Wight was an active member of the county-wide Water -
Conservation Action Committee initially created by the Cityof San Diego. She took a 
sabbatical from the Committee to complete an agricultural leadership fellowship program 
and to oversee the sale ofT-Systems International to John Deere. She resumed her 
volunteer work with the Conservation Action Committee last year. 

Ms. Wight holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting, magna cum laude, from "San 
Diego State University, and a Master's degree in Business Administration from San Diego 
State University. She became a Certified Public Accountant in 1990, and is a 2006 
Graduate Fellow of the California Agricultural Leadership Program. 

Ms. 	Wight's vast knowledge, passion, and interest in water supply issues, global financial 
. expertise, years of experience in the agriculture irrigation industry, and insightful" " 
understanding of water conservation measures will be a valuable asset to the Sa n Diego 
County Water Authority Board of Directors. ]n addition, her background and expertise will 
strongly support continued efforts to advocate for the City of San Diego's water supply 
interests. Ms. Wight will replace Fred Thompson for a term expiring October 27, 2012. 
She resides in Clairemont. 

J ask that you confirm this appointment and reappointments, and join me in acknowledging 
these individuals for their willingness lo serve the City of San Diego in this important 
capacity. 

.	JnsL
JE~'ANDERS 
Mayor 

JS:lg 

cc: 	 City Attorney Jan Goldsmith 

City Clerk Elizabeth Maland 
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