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Councilmember Lightner honors longtime La Jolla  
Rec Center Director for her service 

 
SAN DIEGO – Councilmember Sherri Lightner has declared June 30, 2011 Dianne Z. 
Brittingham Day in the City of San Diego. Brittingham served for more than 35 years in the 
City’s Parks and Recreation Department, most notably as the director of the La Jolla Recreation 
Center since 1993. Council President Pro Tem Kevin Faulconer joined Lightner in recognizing 
Brittingham. 
 
Brittingham, who is known in the community for her friendly and helpful nature, started many 
popular programs at the La Jolla Rec Center including the “Celebrate the Family” Kiwanis 
Breakfast, senior citizen dinner dances and summer enrichment camps for younger children. She 
helped make the annual Halloween Festival, which typically drew around 800 people, a success 
as well as spearheaded the Spring Egg Hunt, which had 1,200 participants this year. 
 
Prior to her time in La Jolla, Brittingham worked at the Ocean Beach Rec Center where she met 
a young David Wells, who went on to become a professional baseball player for such teams as 
the New York Yankees and the San Diego Padres. 
 
“As a youth, he was one of our most talented athletes – in all sports,” Brittingham said. “I 
believe that recreation guided him in the right direction.” 
 
Lightner, who often worked closely with Brittingham to set up community meetings, said 
“Dianne understood the importance these rec centers play in people’s lives and how they helped 
connect those in the community with each other. I wish her all the best, but she will be missed.” 
 
Sherri Lightner is the Councilmember for Council District One of the City of San Diego, which 
includes the communities of Black Mountain Ranch, Carmel Valley, Del Mar Mesa, La Jolla, 
Pacific Highlands Ranch, Rancho Peñasquitos, Torrey Hills, Torrey Highlands, Torrey Pines, 
and University City. She took office December 8, 2008. 
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