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To: 
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From: Don Wood [mailto:dwood8@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2015 3:18PM 
To: Councilmember Sherri Lightner 
Subject: Input on SD city charter amendment proposals 

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2015/jun/10/san-diego-host-open-mic-night-city-charter/ 

President Lightner: 

I can't attend this meeting, so here are some concerns I'd like to see addressed as part ofthis process. 

1. What have the impacts of moving away from a city manager governance model to a strong 
mayor model been on city government? 

2. Have the structural changes to the city bureaucracy resulting from this change saved the city 
money or cost money? Has it made the city more or less responsive to citizen's needs? 

3. Currently, the costs and salaries of the city's Development Services Department are funded 
by fees from who are seeking project approvals and building permits from DSD. This has 
created some problems, such as employees getting paid requires that they keep approving 
new projects. In some neighborhoods local planning committees have complained that 
DSD staff have refuses to invest money already budgeted by the city council in their 
communities until the planning group agrees to approve individual projects building permits, 
regardless of the impacts those project would have on the communities. What does the 

existing city charter say about city planning policies and activities? Are the major 
changes from a traditional city planning function to a developer funded developer services 
department actually allowed under the city charter, or were those changes discretionary? 
Were those changes made by the city's mayor, or by the city council? Should similar changes 
In the future be left to a strong mayor or should such changes be subject to city council approval? 

I don't have any specific recommendations on these issues, but I would like to see the charter 
review committee take a hard look at them as part of this process. 

Thanks. 

Don Wood 
619-463-9035 
Dwood8@cox.net 
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