
DATE: 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

COUNCILMEMBER SHERR! S. LIGHTNER 
DISTRICT ONE 

MEMORANDUM 

January 25,2010 DTID: SL 1001-010 

TO: Councilmember Donna Frye, Chair, Natural Resources & Culture,9pmmittee 

FROM: Councilmember Sherri S. Ughtner 

SUBJECT: Natural Resources and Culture Committee Priorities for 20 

In the interest of transparency and public participation, I would like to inform you of my suggested 
priorities for the Natural Resources and Culture Committee for the upcoming year. I welcome all 
comments, questions, or suggestions from you or members of the public regarding these ideas. 

I respectfully request the following items be included in the Natural Resources & Culture 
Committee's agenda for 2010: 

III Water Supply Planning: 
o Review of goals in City's Long-Range Water Resources Plan, including examining 

purple pipe, indirect potable reuse and grey water. 
o Recommendations for water use management to encourage or require sustainable 

water use. This would include, as a minimum, the evaluation of tiered water rates or 
mandatory use restrictions and the effect on consumer consumption. 

o An accounting of purple pipe infrastructure, its use and review of policies. 
o Review of City's Urban Water Management Plan and related land development 

policies. 
o Critical review and update of City's water related policies (Attachment 1). 

41 Development and implementation of a La Jolla Children's Pool Management Plan that 
complies with SB 428. 

• Review Request for Proposals to manage City-owned skate parks. 

Ell Review of the Jolla Shores Kayak and Surf Camp Permitting Process and use of permit 
fees. 
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2010 

I respectfully request periodic updates on the following programs or 

e City of San Diego's AB 811/Clean Generation Program 
• Torrey Pines City Park General Development Plan 

• Fairbanks Ranch Country Club lease payments 
e Polo Club/San Dieguito River Valley Park public access and Neighborhood Code 

Compliance issues 
41> Public Utilities Department related to the Emergency Water Supply project and water use 

with the City's mandatory water restrictions 
.. Carmel Mountain Preserve/Del Mar Mesa Natural Resource Management Plan 

• Private and municipal green building policies 
It Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program 
., La Jolla Shores Areas of Special Biological Significance 

Additionally, the following items are of interest to me and merit attention: 

• Increasing public and disabled access to City open spaces and parks 
• Developing enforcement policies and funding mechanisms for the areas designated by the 

State as Marine Protected Areas subject to the provisions of the Marine Ufe Protection Act 
4& Establishing a Coastal Regional Park which would include the City's shoreline parks and 

beaches for enhanced oversight, planning, funding and Park Ranger supervision 
.. Investigating possibilities and mechanisms to establish Local Rails to Trails Programs 
.. Developing a Plastic and Paper Grocery Bag Ordinance 
4& Creating a Resource Recovery Park 
• Re-establishing the Citizens' Golf Advisorj Council 
e Reviewing the California Green Building Standards Code 

If you have any questions, please contact my office at (619) 236-6611. 

SL:sh 

cc: Honorable Councilmembers 
Honorable Mayor Jerry Sanders 
Jan Goldsmith, City Attorney 
Andrea Tevlin, Independent Budget Analyst 
Mary Ann Kempczenski, NR&C Committee Consultant 
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
COUNCILMEMBER SHERR! S. 

MEMORANDUM 

Irr/'"ln",!'" 1, 2009 

Honorable Jerry Sanders, Mayor 
Honorable Jan Goldsmith, City Attorney 
Honorable Donna Frye, Chair, Natural Resources & Culture Committee 
Honorable Todd Gloria, Chair, Land Use & Housing Committee 
Honorable Ben Hueso, Chair, Rules, Open Government & Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee 

FROM: Councilmember Sherr; S. Lightner 

SUBJECT: Updating the City Council's Water Policies 

I have reviewed the San Diego City Council water policies and have reached three distressful 
conclusions. 

1. The policies are outdated and do not work together form a comprehensive water 
plan that can sustain San Diego's economy and quality of life. 

The policies are silent regarding gray water reuse and non potable (purple pipe) water, 
including the use and exchange of purple pipe credits for land development. 
Furthermore, there is no mechanism for tracking the amount of purple pipe water 
allocated to existing or proposed projects throughout the city. 

3. The City might incur legal liability for approving development projects without a 
nonpotable water policy and tracking system. 

Attachment 1 to this memo contains a summary of council pOlicies which mention water. Many 
were enacted over 30 years ago. A large number of these policies need to be updated. The 
table in the attachment indicates suggested actions for each of the Council Policies. A time and 
cost estimate for the updating is requested. None of these policies address use of 
credits or exchanges, or the tracking of purple pipe water. 

clarity, I want to define some terms used in this memo. Nonpotable water is which 
not approved for consumption. Purple pipe is used transport nonpotable water, usually for 
irrigation, to differentiate it from regular drinking water. Gray water is non-industria!, non-toilet 
wastewater generated from showers, sinks, faucets laundry. 
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meet the of that at least 

City developed a habit of approving these sorts of projects 
nonpotable/potable water exchanges. It is critical that the Council and the public understand 

term consequences of approving additional potable/nonpotable water 
developers without an accounting of previous purple pipe commitments made 

A projects have approved or conditioned on the installation of purple pipes for 
irrigation and the promise to connect those pipes to the City's purple pipe system once it is 
accessible. existing developments have claim to the finite amount of purple pipe 

For example, on July 28, 2009, the City Council approved a major land development project that 
proposes to meet the State's water requirements by installing purple pipes at three sites outside 
of both the community area plan and the district in which the development will occur. This 
project required Ii community plan amendment to significantly increase the dwelling unit density 
for the project site and a change in use that increased the site's water use requirements. it is 
not clear when the mitigation (watering three school sites with nonpotable, rather than potable, 
water) must be completed or how the requirement will be enforced. 

Since the amount of nonpotable water is finite, it is important to know how much total 
non potable water exists, how much has already been promised to existing developments, and 
how much is actually being used. The 2006 Kroii Report criticized San Diego for iacking 
financial accountability systems. Now we see that, yet in another area, there is no tracking 
system for nonpotable water and no financial accountability through a comprehensive water 
policy for meeting the water and related development needs of our community. It is imperative 
that the Council develop a policy to address, and be able to track, the use of purple pipe water 
credits and exchanges and that it develop a comprehensive that is able to sustain our 
residents, business and quality of life. 

address these concerns, and to lay the foundation for developing a comprehensive water 
policy for the City of San Diego, I respectfully request the following information and responses 
by Oct. 29, 2009. 

1. number of with purple pipe irrigation systems been approved the 
City. 

2. The number of projects with purple pipe irrigation systems that are connected to the City's 
non potable water distribution system and the amount of water used annually by each 
project. 

3. number of with purpie pipe irrigation systems that are not yet connected the 
City's nonpotable water distribution system; the amount of potable water that will be saved 
annually after these projects are connected; and the timeline connecting these projects. 

4. number of dual-use projects which have been approved; which of those projects have 
been connected to the City's nonpotable water distribution; and the annual potable water 

for each project been connected to the City's nonpotable water distribution 
system Additionally, for those projects that have not been connected to the non potable 
water distribution system, what are the expected annual potable water savings the 
timeline for connection to the water distribution 
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