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Faulconer Partners with Beach Organizations to Match Community
Donations for Police Equipment

Fundraising will provide lights and sirens for Beach Team Bicycle Unit

SAN DIEGO --- City Council President Pro Tem Kevin Faulconer is announcing his pledge to
match community donations to the San Diego Police Foundation with funds from his office
budget. He will allocate up to $3,000 from the Council District 2 Community Projects, Programs
and Services fund to upgrade equipment for the Northern Division’s Beach Team Bicycle Unit.
The fundraising goal is $6,000.

The Beach Team Bicycle Unit mainly serves the communities of Pacific Beach and Mission
Beach and is also used in La Jolla and Mission Bay Park. It is comprised of one sergeant, nine
officers and 10 bicycles.

“Our beach communities are special places to live and visit but also pose special public safety
challenges,” said Faulconer. “The Beach Team Bicycle Unit gives police officers the ability to
interact with beach-goers in a more direct way by accessing areas patrol cars cannot and at a
faster speed than on foot, all while building community relationships.”

The unit needs police-grade lighting, sirens and other bicycle gear. Current equipment does not
adequately allow bicycle officers to effectively address public safety needs, especially after dark.

The Pacific Beach Town Council, one of the groups joining Faulconer in the donation drive,
chose to focus the beach organizations’ fundraising efforts on the bicycle unit’s equipment after
asking residents and the Police Department how officers can be most effective.

“I'm a big believer that cops on the streets are far more conducive to community relations
opportunities than those sitting in cars,” said Jerry Hall, Pacific Beach Town Council vice
president.
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Assistant Police Chief Shelley Zimmerman said, “The Beach Team Bicycle Unit was created to
better serve the beach neighborhoods. These simple upgrades can be a tremendous benefit to our
officers’ ability to protect and serve the public.”

A complete set of police bicycle equipment costs approximately $600, not including the bicycle,
and includes high-visibility, rechargeable front and rear police lights, a high decibel siren and
hand controls.

Fundraising organizers plan to purchase the equipment from a Pacific Beach shop in order to
keep sales local. The entire Northern Division Beach Team Bicycle Unit will be fully equipped if
the fundraising goal is met.

The fundraising drive is a combined effort of Faulconer, San Diego Police Foundation, Pacific
Beach Town Council, Old Mission Beach Athletic Club (OMBAC), Soroptmist International of
San Diego, Pacific Beach Woman’s Club and Rotary Club of Mission Bay. For the past 31 years,
these organizations have held a Police and Emergency Services Appreciation Night (PAESAN)
to honor public safety officers. This is the first year the groups are extending their fundraising
efforts beyond a single night.

Savings from cost efficiencies in Faulconer’s office budget make up the Council District 2
Community Projects, Programs and Services fund.

Community donations will be accepted through November 30, 2011. Donations can be made by
visiting www.PBtowncouncil.org/join, clicking “Donate To Support” and entering ‘“Police Bike
Program.”
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