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COUNCIL PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES NEW ECONOMIC COMMITTEE
Standing council committee will focus on creating jobs, improving local economy

SAN DIEGO, Calif. -- San Diego City Council President Tony Young today
announced a new standing committee of the Council that will focus on creating
jobs and improving the local economy.

“Creating jobs, reducing the unemployment rate and improving the local
economy are top priorities for city leaders,” said Council President Young. “This
new standing Council committee will be studying the state of the local economy
and developing strategies and action plans to spur business growth and promote
prosperity for all San Diegans.”

Councilmember Sherri Lightner will chair the new committee on Economic
Development and Strategies. Councilmember Lorie Zapf will serve as its vice-chair
along with committee members Council President Pro Tem Kevin Faulconer and
Councilmember Marti Emerald.

The economic committee, convening for the first time in January, will work on a
number of issues, including workforce development, housing and education as
well as other matters that address local job creation. City departments such as
the Economic Development Division, the Office of Small Business, and Enterprise
Zones and International Trade will be under its scope as well.

“I want to thank Councilmembers Lightner and Zapf for agreeing to take on these
additional leadership responsibilities,” said Council President Young. “I look



forward to working closely with them to address San Diego’s top challenges and
strengthen our city’s economic competitiveness.”

Councilmember Lightner, who has long advocated for a Council committee
focused on economic development, is looking forward to developing strategies
that will help San Diego retain, attract and grow businesses.

“We need to help businesses do the job they were meant to do: Create jobs —
high-paying, local jobs,” Lightner said. “Thank you to the Council President for his
leadership on this important issue and for having the confidence in me to chair
this new committee.”

Councilmember Zapf has been focusing on helping local businesses survive and
thrive in these tough economic times, and earlier this year joined Council
President Young in championing a Small Business Policy Assistance Package.

“I think the formation of this committee is further proof that this City Council is
committed to the economic development of San Diego,” said Zapf. “We are
continuing to push the idea that government should be a bridge, not a barrier, to
our local businesses. | am looking forward to the innovative ideas that will come
out of this committee and will help make San Diego the place everyone wants to
do business.”

Job growth and economic development go hand-in-hand with other core quality-
of life-issues, including education and affordable housing, Young noted. “It is
indeed time for all city officials, business owners, industry leaders and residents
alike to rise to the challenge and do whatever we can to help create jobs and
stimulate our economy right now!”
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