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CouncilmemberAlvarez

Last month, I held my first Budget Tele-
phone Town Hall with the residents of 
District 8. I was joined by Andrea Tev-
lin, the City of San Diego’s Independent 
Budget Analyst to discuss budget issues 
with over 3,800 callers.  What resulted 
was a very candid and informative dis-
cussion about the current 
state of our City’s budget 
as well as many questions 
from constituents. Your 
feedback was critical in as-
sisting me with advocating 
for community focused so-
lutions in this year’s budget.  

After your extensive input, 
I worked tirelessly with my 
City Council colleagues 
to assure the Mayor’s proposed budget 
was approved only after the restora-
tion of critical funding for public safety, 
neighborhood services to increase and 
maintain government accountability.

Over the last decade, many city services 
have been eliminated from our com-

munities resulting in our neighbor-
hoods becoming less safe, less clean, and 
less of a reflection of “America’s Finest 
City.”  Last month, I voted to reverse this 
trend by supporting funding to critical 
neighborhood services including: police 
personnel, lifeguards, teen programs, 

and urban forestry.

In addition to restoring 
these services, I voted 
to ensure a greater level 
of open government. I 
opposed fees on pub-
lic records because it 
would have limited ac-
cess to public records, 
thus closing govern-
ment to its citizens and 

eliminating accountability at City Hall.

Mayor Sanders signed the City Council’s 
proposed budget last month. The Coun-
cil and I could not have passed this bud-
get without your support. I look forward 
to continuing to keep in close contact 
with you as we implement this budget. 

“I look 
forward to 
continuing 

this dialogue 
with you.”

Accessible Government



Environmental and economic sustain-
ability must go hand-in-hand, especially 
in low-income neighborhoods, prevalent 
in District 8.   
	
The GRID Alternatives program in San 
Diego, a non-profit solar contractor, has 
been assisting local homeowners reduce 
their monthly electricity bills by bring-
ing the power of solar electricity to their 
homes while engaging volunteers in com-
munity service projects that build their 
green jobs skills and improve the envi-
ronment. Councilmember Alvarez has 

partnered with GRID’s Solar Affordable Housing Program to install 50 
solar systems in District 8. To qualify for eligibility for solar panels in your 
home, please contact Councilmember Alvarez at 619.236.6688.  
	
Councilmember Alvarez is confident this program will help promote en-
ergy choices that are good for the environment of those living in our com-
munity.

	

Tomasa ‘Tommie’ Camarillo is the 
heart and soul of the Chicano Park 
Steering Committee (CPSC), a 
grassroots organization comprised 
of individuals who volunteer their 
time, talents and energy to ensure 
that the original stated goals for 
the development and expansion of 
Chicano Park are never forgotten 
or abandoned.  Tommie, as their 
longtime chairperson, is an extraor-
dinary leader in the community, 
organizing for more than four de-
cades (since the inception of Chica-
no Park).  She is an icon in the San 
Diego Artist Community.

For many years, Tommie worked 
long days as a professional cook and 
then poured countless more hours 

of work into preparations for the an-
nual Chicano Park Day celebration, 
which attracts tens of thousands of 
visitors.  In addition, Tommie and 
CPSC members are the park’s care-
takers and watchdog on all political 
and social issues affecting it.  They 
learned from each other and their 
elders and are passing on that pride 
in the park to younger generations.  
Tommie’s children and grandchil-
dren are active members and custo-
dians of the park as well.
	
With a passionate spirit, Tommie 
is at the forefront of continuous 
struggles and countless hours of 
work that it takes, year after year, 
to maintain Chicano Park for the 
community.

Most Interesting Constituent in District 8

Energy Relief with Free Solar

Barrio Logan>>>

>>District 8

Fixed

Damaged curb at 2279 Julian 
Avenue SD 92113 was fixed in May. 

To report a problem in your neigh-
boorhood, call: 619.236.6688



Councilmember David Alvarez

The murals in Barrio Logan’s Chi-
cano Park are being restored to 
their original condition almost 40 
years after originally being painted.  
With help from a $1.6 million state 
grant, the original team of mural-
ists are working to restore 18 of the 
park’s 72 murals.

The murals in Chicano Park are the world’s largest collection of outdoor 
artwork, world-famous and along with various sculptures, are part of one 
of the world’s largest outdoor art galleries.  Chicano Park has received in-
ternational recognition as a major public art site for these commanding 
murals that depict past and present struggles of Mexican-American his-
tory.

For the magnitude and historical significance of the murals, the park was 
designated an official historic site by the San Diego Historical Site Board 
in 1980, and its murals were officially recognized as public art by the San 
Diego Public Advisory Board in 1987.

Please take some time to visit the colorful history depicted at Chicano 

Rebuilding Together
Rebuilding Together San Diego is a non-profit organization that brings 
volunteers and communities together to improve the homes and lives of 
struggling homeowners and revitalize neighborhoods throughout San Di-
ego.
	
There are several programs that can assist low income homeowners.  
Among them are:

•	 SAFE AT HOME PROGRAM—This program operates 
year round and provides free minor home repairs and 
safety and energy efficiency modifications for low in-
come, elderly, disabled and veteran homeowners.

•	 SAFE LIGHT PROJECT “LIGHT UP THE NEIGH-
BORHOOD”--  Rebuilding Together San Diego in part-
nership with the City of San Diego is offering one solar 
security light free of charge. The solar lights can be aimed 
at alleyways, walkways, yards, streets and places where 
safety is a concern.

	
For more information, please contact Councilmember Alvarez at 
619.236.6688

Bringing History Back to Life
Happening Across 

D8
Barrio Logan>>>

District 8>>>

7/21/12
San Diego Pride Parade
University Ave. and Normal Street
11am

8/3/12
SY Office Hours 
663 E. San Ysidro Blvd
10am-12pm

8/7/12
National Night Out
1885 Coronado Avenue
5:30pm-7pm

8/10/12 
Sherman Office Hours 
2258 Island Avenue
3pm-5pm

8/17/12
Otay Mesa Office Hours 
3003 Coronado Ave
10am-1pm



Who Should I Call???

OR 
Call Councilmember David Alvarez: 619.236.6688

Non-Emergency Police
San Diego Police Department

619.531.2000

Councilmember David Alvarez 
202 C Street., 10th Floor
San Diego, Ca 92101
Phone: (619) 236-6688
Email: Davidalvarez@sandieogo.gov
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