OFFICE OF

[ DIEGO i wanvnan |

SAN DirGo, CALIFORNIA
October 17, 1936

THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

GENTLEMEN:
In Re: Park Rehabilitation

In order to expedite and to receive the advantage more or less of
the composite opinion of local citizens, the undersigned exercised
the privilege granted in the Charter of formulating an advisory
committee upon the above subject. This committee is composed of
the following gentlemen: Mr. Julius Wangenheim, Chairman;

Mr. George W. Marston; Mr. Fred Kunzel; Mr. W. C. Crandall;

and Mr. John Morley.

The attached preliminary report is the result of a great amount
of study upon the part of the Committee. It is forwarded as an
advice to the City Council only. This office and the Advisory
Committee are fully cognizant of the fact that all matters psr-
taining to the rehabilitation of the Park were finally to be
determined by the City Council.

Respectfully yours,

R. W. Fla

rwt/dk City Manager
enc




CiTY OF SAW DIZGO

Sen Diego, Calif.
October 13th,1936
L

Hr. R ¥W. Flack, City Hansger,
San Disgo, Califormia.

e Committee anpointed by you to advigse on the vehsbilitation of ths
PziXkx herewitn bess to tender this, i%s firs$ preliminary report:

A% our initial meeting we laid down certain genmeral vrineclples, chief
anong them being the following:

That the tuildings in the Park be used only for cultural activi-
ties and such as ere natural to a Parik. A few exceptions will have
to be mede to this rule due to previous allotment, and elso possibly
10 the exigencles of the situation in individual inctances.

That cperationa by lessses shall be under the control of the
City Vanager at all times.

That all leases shall be considered as indeterminate and revoce~

1o with the principle established that public right shall at all
times have precedence over private or institutional right.

That a2ll exense of maiutenance of every kind shall be borne by
the lessees and that no expense be entalled on the city, amnd it
shall be the duty of the City Hanager to sse that all premises are
properly maintained.

Based on these principles we have tentalively alloccted the Exposition
tuildings 28 {ollows:

MAIN AVERUE
CLODS THEATRE:

There is a growp intsrested in a plan tec rehabilitate this structure
and operate it as a Community Thesztre, If this should eventuate, we would
be gind t0 moke the lease %o such growp. Othsrwice, the buildings are to
be demolished and the grounds returfed, making it, as before, an attractive
integrel vart of the Perk.

Tiis UEHICAL BUILDING, ZAST OF THE TOWER:

The part previously accupisd by the Robot is to be siven to the
San Diegp Musewn together with a small addition of about 40 feet %o the
east. The mid*le vortion of the building is to be leb to the State Socie-
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ties for exhibition and meeting vlace; end the sast end facing the Flaza
is 0 be leased to the DeYol Scheol of Art who cccupied it before.

THZ HOUSE OF CHARH:

The corner ig to be leazed as a novelty store al a reasonabls ionitlly
rental for the purpsse of dispenszing counter lunches and selling suct
articles o3 are spolicable to Parz use such es films, pop corm, elc. Tae
rest of the buiiding iz to be given over to the City Visual Zducatior Bur-
esm, vho w0 sre sure can use it to good advantage and supnly 2n atiractive
eznibit &% the same time. Ve hope there will be room in ti.2 building \»
nouze ithe similar County Buresli.

CATN CF Tin WORLD:

Shis building is %o revert to the American Legion, who will give
Lous2 roort to saveral other collatoral agencles snd who will display &
crediteble exhibit, to compensate in part for our breaking ovor tae rule
of "Pgrk and cultursl durposss.

THE HOUSE OF DOSPITALITY:

This ie o be turned over to the Balboa Auditorium Associstion tv be
commosed of the women of the city. They are to reat their rsom: and hier
facilities to various clubs, cherging such reasonable prices az will lasure
mointensnce, They will rent out the zuditorium for lecture ourroses &%
recsonsble rates, and will conduct a bigh class restesurant in ths dining
room and pervicularly on the terraces in the summer,

THE BEITTAR HOUSING DURBEAUS

The offices cccupied by the Exposition Adninistration will revert to
the Red Cross who hed occupisd them before end whe will equiy them ot thelr
own expense, The reet of the bullding will be used for occesional exhibite
of verious kinds, the Roce Show already having spoxen for it, likswice the
Blectric Yxhibit and other activitics of like nsture. The bullding is to
be closed during times when ¢ eve are no exhibits,

THE FOCL BUILDING:

Thzre has been persistent demend for this buil ing for nousing some of
the projects of the WPA now scattersd throughout the town. These are in
the noiuve of divers handicraft vork and will employ zbout 430 emn and woinen.

'Y

shig 1z in no wise a Park Activity end should by right not be alloved in




TAIN AVENUE

the Pexl, but on the other nsnd we realige thot it mey be that Civic snd
humepitorian considerations should be given orecedencs over cestietic or
recreative one¢. Ve cre conscious, however, of csrtain inedequacies of the
building for the urpose requested, such os its relative ineccessibility
of location, its lack of heating facilitieg, and its large open space not
conducive %o peaceful occupation. Our judgment is against this grant,

but our sympathies arse in favor of it, end we have as yet come %o no defl.
nite conclusion.

TEE BANYX BUILDING:

o be held for use of the City Administration or possibly for

The enceg have been taken down and the rock theatrs hes been left, and
nay be used for small ouwtdoor preformances or pageants %o be let as occag~
ion demsnds, To be under control of the Park Nevartmant.

U235 00ATED
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re are o nanber of individual rooms in the second story of the various
#3, and we are using these to allot to worious minor institutions

vwho nave made avwplicstion, bub we have not had time to go evhaustingly into

the matier.

MIDVIRY
THE SPANTSH VITiAGHE:

This i3 %o be let &3 a whole to a groud of Art Associetlions and ertists
who will onercis it in a colorful wmy =nd who may rent oul studise, handie-
craft shops sné activities of that nature meking sufficlent chrrge to insure
tze mmintenance of the property. It is {0 be wholly a non-profit institue
tion and defray its won expenses, :
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BURSERT 3UIL ING:

This 1s %o revert (o the Zco, being on Zoo nrererty. It 1¢ wsnisd by
tie nnrsery wao oversied 1t before bub thile metter ie Lelt to the Zoo 43

t bthe armenze of
nted by txhe Pork Do
i osell suzsorting.

whers they were bel:
Ther cre to be a;:

e vhich will mex

THE REST OV TIN5 UIDVAY:

Liudh Sl A ) aa—d

mhie i o de sabively ciscuned uy cnd left for the Hrozesut Tor such dem
volonenst og the future may dictaote,

PALISADES
eI U AR

peilding iz to De reuavsd aund the cemsnt floar Lel 1D it zroves
t2 wme for erxing Hurvosss,  Otlierwise it too Is to be femelisghed

DI HOUSE OF PACIFIC RELAT IorfsJ

;¢ soue such orsenizo-
;. We hooe 1t will

iz splendid 1itsle group is to ve naintainesd uvndis
tlon g¢ Hr. Drugen suggests, Dub &1 no extense to the €l
Ue &s att,pct.ve in the futures o8 Lt nss been in the ore

THs FETEFRAL SUILDING:

iz structure leving been purchossc by thes cityy isg ve Laft stand.
be used in Aue course £ o cityr sudltorium. Thails may ftake soms time
i e m-znthils some orcrnization cen temorarily wze 1t Jor recre-

- . . X . . . . . - .
ative ursoses thet will not give lhem & wosceszive rignt, 1t =izht be ad-
viseblLs to at Lzest considar such 2 »lrn,




PALISADES

TOHD BOVT:

This iz to D2 under the contrel of the Park Newrriment ard used ari-
Marily i the swmer tive by the Sen Disge Symohorny Orciiestra and for such

afaer cultuval oy other attractiony as will zdart themsolves to the 3owl.

PORD BUTIL TR

T™iiz znotld be used for exhibits of the lLargper tyne such as 2 e rly
intfuztrizi Tair, oan asutorwobile shon, flower snow and exaloiticas of thot nnt-
ure, It =howuld be closed for the rest of (hie time, Lut during the period =i
its occugancy it aight be a solendid experiment to rave tue vatlo wmzde 1uto
a reshaurnat vith an orchestra and tablss serving light refreshments. Ve

hiaz it would not only »ay out be guite ¢ cerd for 3o Dignd in its sumcer

1
Lime,
The orezent uce recomasnded fer the tuilding will not laterfere with

wne céoption in the future of amay otner and bstier »nlan that may be taen
deciied oun.

PLLACE OF SNTERTALLENT:

The semll thegtre in thiz .wulding iz to be wsed by that organization
noe ovn s tne 2urn Pleyers wao will use it cs centre for & 1iv.ls theotre

maveneat, They crz to arcangs with the "Trourersh {o eilow its occestionel
wez by thi:z goop, The rest of the builcing is to we usz2d Jointl: for o

~

aecting nlece of vorious associclinsns, wrimarily tha’ group naa-can~ictinr a7

the ‘edice) fssociation, the Denial sssociction, sud the Thirses. riongwnents
cer doubtless be macde whercby oinher siviler grouns can likevice ucge thie very
attractive Lull, corcuicwousl;s suchi os the lunicinal Zmployces Aszociation sad

gimiler orsonizatiovs.

DUCATIONAL SUILUING:
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I s hed that o i i
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5 <1 ol tre Teacner:, e P:r«ntu¢aac;3rs

lized du
Associanion and suck lilke institubions.
TUE PPUSS LIVG:

is to be gziven veck to the 3an Dicgo Floral Assicintion, vhio sscuv-
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THE CHAISTIAN SCISRUE BITTOIVG:

i3 spieadid little huil. ing, a contribution of the Chreistizn Sel-
&r.C “'*onlc, iz wonuerfully adaptszd for & meeting ard exbibition plsce
and e are proonsing siving ib to the Camera Club who are, howavsT, t9
slicw use and ernibitlons oy other instituticus suca as the Stemp (lub,
the Nimisratie Cldb, ejc.

il CAUSTUS CARUEN 3ACW 01" THES EDUCATTON BJILUINGS

6

Thiz is to be repglanted so that 1% c-ases to be a sore snot on tiie
Lordscave. BAs L cattuy gerden iv is abractive, but it needs rlautiug
rith more green, <nd the ton vhite sand which toc flagrantly stiixes the
ere Tron o distance is to be ravlecec by beown soil.

Tiss CCC CallPe

.

1T this is turned over to the City it will »nro vide solendid quuarters
for tne Cenmofire Girls., One of +bhe smoller tulldiuge has tesrn asikad far
v7 tue TFeturel History Society for = work room and ve favor grunting
%213 recucsta.

STATE BUIDDING Ay GIEUAL SWETSI1TS BULLDIKG:

=3

WD our mintn a3 to who sr.om.d have evior right to thex, as thers hes been
stk 2 generel demend for ther, ench eonlicaut giving splendid reasous
for his requess. IT is wanted as an A morv Tor sne Folicral Guwrd: as
Cuorders for tie Deterans of Vo elgh Tarsy as a Felersl Yuszic Project;

&3 Lousziug for »lzyground aand recractive act.ivities by th= Pl-rzround
Comrissiorn, sal a3 a dcnes hall wnder protay smervision by the Sceecinsl
Service gection o7 the School Zozrd. Tie hev° uct oz yet beez aole o Ce-
ciés tnzir respective merits, sarticul-rly as to thelr a-oroorinteaess
a3 Parg Instizutious.

asee dulldinge ave as set vnollocated. %e hare nod yot bsen atle to i

1 "\“‘\ T 1]
CEND AL TIPS

This wiitl be one »f the vernenent arsevs ar_sing tut ¥ the ITXD0si-
tiou, a.nd ve recomnend Shat considersble 1ichting bu maintained. The
sutire xin evonea frenm vhe West Getc o the Fast Gots should be 1itted
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GENERAL 1TESS

LIGETING (concd):

both as o open liguts arnd in the arcades. We recomnend that flcod lighte
ing te maintained for the Tower and oither keypoints on the avenue ond that
shese D9 used every evening for a fow hours. Te reccmnend that Llighting
iz Palm Cargon, in certzin amslil groves, snd all the avenues of the Pali~
sudes be maintained and used occasiomeliy. Thot the faciiitiss for ficod
lighting the Ford Bullding be likewlse maintalned but used only during the
tiice of eshibitvions.

FARFKING SPACES:

This is an imnoriant matter as much space mey be aecded st times for
gubonobile poTilng. We therefore reoommeand that the sceiion south of the
orgar, counsisting of the present ruse garden, the entire avace of the
vater Falace and the CCC Camp be converted iate a parkiag srea, this
perticularly for use ab the organ. We also cecormend that the ares south
af the Ferd Bowl and east of the Ford Building be couverted intec a carking
ar=za for use of tue Bowl and the Ford Buiiding, Access to this seetion can
readily bHe had through the Eleveanth Stree} entrznce although this road may
cequirs widening.

PARKIRG

) We recommuend thai in the interest of safety and sightlinegs alike, the
exoeriment be tried of allowing ne parking on the already narrown main ave-
me. Cars to perk in the Centrul #lsza and on the broad avenues.

.

NAMES:
ELEASC =

We recoumend that wo go back to the very romantic nomes that were used
at the time of the firet Zxpositior end which have endeared thenselves to
she people of Sam Disge. These iancluded such sames as the Predo for the
mein street, the Plaza do Panams For the large plaza, and Plaza de Cali.
Zoraig for the smaller plaza and so forth,

THE_CROUNDS:

®s recommend that the realignmeat of the grouvudz be given considerable
shought and left entirely to the Park Nepartmeut. Ws would suggest that
wherever pogsible access o the gounds behind the dtulildings be ovpoened up
snd emphasized, so thob the Park weuld neot be wholly e mettsr of a street.

!
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GENERAL JTEMS
THE GROUNDS (Contd)s

Thers is no quaastion bub that some of the most delighitful soptls in the
Park are bshind those baildings, and vhich few paople ever see.

RIDING ACADENY:

We recomnend that arrangements be entered inte for moviag the Ride
ing School %o some less consplcusus site In the Park, either whero they
weres before, or preferably to some other location more matually setige
factory.

CHILDREN!C TARK:

Yhere is & wonderfiul section south ¢f the Monteyuma Gardens that can
be uszd for cnildrenfs rendezvous, for murses with children, ete. Ve
hope that this cam be uhilized more fully for the purvose.

THE_REViSION_OF ALY, IESSEES:

A1l the atove are t0 be indeterminate leases even wphere we have used
the words gvant, give, revert, iet, or any similar eirpression, 2nd a write
4en lenee iz to Ye ontered into in each cose setting forth the conditions
along the lines of the general policy.

We haove made ne commitmentz as o the above leases, havinz no auvhorisy
te do s6. ‘herever we heve given omr sancition to apny occuvangy it has
beer with the direct undevstznding that ths matter is entirsly in your
hands. We tender yom this, our report,
Yours,
(Slgned) PARK REHABILITATION COMIITTEE
By: Julivs Vangenheim, Choairman

Julius Wangenheim, Chalrmam,

JWzohk
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