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GRAND JURY 
CIVIC CENTER 

SAN DIEGO 1, CALIFORNIA 

Hon. Charle.a a. J)e.U. Ma.Yor 
and . 

Members ot the San l)1ego 01 t.y OouncU 
San Diego, i:Jalito;m1a 

Dea 81:ret 

Th1s i-eters to the J!epoi-t of the Balboa Park Oltizena · 
StUdy Comraittee 1n 1957, 1n wbloh numerov.s reoc;,nunen&\t1ona 
tor improve•ents to the Park were me.de. . 

~ 

-Insotar as 1't is known, no act1on has been 1n1t1ate4 
on these :recommendations, ru,r 1-s $be NipQl't been bNusht up 
tor public d1seueston. Considerable t1•e has·elaps•d e1nce 
publication ot the "port .. 

Please advtse the San Diego County Grand l'ID:Y the re
action ot thet CoWlCll on this repox-i an. a. 1t aot1on has 'bee~ 
taken, or 1f none, what aotlon the Counc11 utends to take. 

Very truly yovs • 

. /s/ Ernest L. Ohezem 

Erne$1i L. Ohezem, Foreman 
San Diego CoUlltJ Gxaand lv.t!-Y 

L.llHOG-ltAP'H[D SN SAN DtlGO 



THE CITY OF SAN DtE,(,:O·_.·~u 
SAN DIEGO !,CALIFORNIA '.'.-t_-c;t 

J[Z IO < ... 

Mr. Ernest L. Chezem, Foreman 
San Dieeo County Grand Jury 
Civic Canter 
San Diego, California 

Dear Mr. Chezema 

July 1, 1958 
9 33 lu'l /(':::-i 

.J,J!j 

OF'F'ICE OF' 

THE CITY MANAGER 

Your letter of June 21, addressed to the Mayor and City Council, relating to 
the status of the report or the Balboa Park Citizens Committee, has been referred 
to this office for review and reply. I am pleased to have the opportunity to 
apprise the Grand Jury of the important steps that have been taken by the City 
Council, the various City Commissions and the administrative forces relating to 
the formal consideration of a master plan for Balboa Parle as recommended by the 
Citizens Committee. 

On January- 27, 19S8 a joint workshop meeting was held by the Park & Recreation 
Commission and the Planning Commission with the City's administrative and planning 
staff. The purpose or this meeting vas to review the Citizens Committee conelu
ai.ons and to propose effective techniques and procedures for the development and 
subsequent adoption of a master plan f' or Balboa Park. These a:> mmissions concluded 
1,hat the recommendations of the Citimene Committee should be adopted as a guide for 
the establishment of a master plan for Balboa Park and they proposed the follcming 
procedure and progrmu assignments b'JJ utilized in accomplishing this emit 

l. That the city star.rs prepare a basic land use plan of Balboa Park. 

2. That after discussions by the Park & Recreation and City Planning 
Commissions, official hearings be held and a basic land use plan 
adopted., 

3. That a firm of Engineering Ooneultants be employed to prepare a 
complete survey for the buildings, electrical equipment, founda• 
tions, struotures, etc. 

4. That said firm prepare a report of the life expectancy and main
tenance costs of the various park buildings. 

$. That oity staffs prepare a report on the slze, needs and types ot 
uses to be accommodated in the park. 

6. That the Park & Recreation and City Planning Oomnd.ssions hold public 
hearings, to give the various interested citizens• groups an oppor• 
tunity to express their views relative to uses, size, and allocations 
of park space• 

7. That eminently qualified architeota and park consultants be employed 
to plan building locations and landscaping of the "Exposition Arean of Balbc· QordanPYic land plan space 



allocations, and types 0£ uses to be approved within the park. 

8. That city staffs prepare plans for arterial streets, park roads and 
parking lots based on the needs, building plan locations and landscape 
designs. 

9. That city staffs design landscape and development plans of the. active 
recreational areas of the park. 

10. That oi ty staffs design general landscape plan of all portions of Balboa 
Park excepting the "Exposition Area." 

ll. That the various consultants, city staffs and commissions develop a 
complete Master Plan of Balboa Park. 

The City Council approved the recommendations of these commissions in conference on 
March U, 19S8 and authorized the City Manager to employ the necessary consultants 
to assist in the technical aspects of this work wbiohwill lead to the implementation 
of general policies and conclusions of this citizens committee as summarized on Pages 
8 through ll of their report. The Oity Council is of the opinion, however, that since 
the conclusions of the Citizens Committee have received wide attention and inasmuch 
as meetings have already taken place by- the affected commissions that additional 
hearings will be restricted to the official public hearing to be held by the City 
Council, 

On ~ basis of this action, we have determined the subject matter areas in which 
consultative and technical assistance are both necessary and desirabll. Subsequent~, 
I have communicated with the oountry•s leading park planning consultants in order to 
further define the scope ~f' this project and to establish definate working pl'o·oedures 
and relations.hips. It is anticipated that a progressive program of action, termina• 
ting with formal hearings for the adoption of a master plan for Balboa Park,will be 
outlined to the City Council in the very near future. 

LJUhel 

cc t City- Clerk ✓ 

Very truly yours, 

George E. Bean 
Oity Manager 


