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San Diego, Cal. 9/21/41,

City Council,

City,

Gentlenen.

I want to conmend you for allowing Senaror Wheeler to
apeak in the Ford bowl. The senator has the conviction the hon-
esty and the courage to defend the right as he sees the righﬁjoven
though it be unpopular, and those are the qualities from which heroes
are made.

The subject on which he will speak is controversial and like all
such matter in a democracy, should be decided by a majority vote,
but when the ¥oting method is not available the appauding or booing
of a speaker by his audience is an accepted and democratic method
of determination,and this meeting will give a opportunity to employ
that method.

Many people want to be on the winning side of a question, and a
preponderance of plaﬁdits or boos mnay be a greater factor in
winning adherents to either side, than the oratory of the senator.

So let us f£ill the bowl and manifest our approval or disapproval
of the Senator's ideas. /;?p.},‘f“

'F;ank Simpsgon, | ".
4152 Jackdaw.
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3582SYDNEY PLACE SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

September 20, 1941

Gentlemen:

The Executive Council of the San Diego League for
the Defense of Democracy has instructed me to write to you
commending the regard you have shown for the constitutional
right of free speech in allowing the "America First Committee"
to rent the Ford Bowl for a speech by Senator Wheeler.

A heavy majority of the Exectitive Council is strongly opposed

to the America First Committee and just as strongly condemns the
behavior of Wheeler., TYebt it feels that the maintenahce of our
constitutional right of free speech is of the utmost importance

and is much pleased that here in San Diego we have a City Council -
wheih is not to be swayed from its dubty to our American liberties
even by its righteous indignation. \le conmend your clear sight
and courage.

Resgpectfully,

e o

Louise Darby,
§ecretary
The Homorable City Eouncil
san Biego Uivie Center



1662 Shafter Street San Diego, California,
September 20, 1941.

The Honorgble City Council,
Civic Center,
San Diego, Galifornia.

Gentlemen:

Now that the tea-pot tempest has subsided, I should
like to express my opinion coneerning the reactions of the
City Council members to the request of the America First Com-
mittee for the lease of the out-door auditorium for Senator
Wheeler's speech.

I congratulate Messrs. Knox, Weggenman, Boud and
Eartley upon their decent regard for the constitutional rights
of San Diego citizens. I also commend these gentlemen for
their display of tolerance and sound judgment.

I consider lMr. Simpson and lir. Flower presumed upon
the prerogatives of their elective office when they attempted
to bar San Diego citizens from access to their own property.

In attempting to dictate as to whose voice we shall or shall
not have a right to hear, they underestimate the intelligence
of the citizens and over-rate their own. That the speaker in
this case, is an eminent United States Senator, whose record
for forthright and devoted service to our country over a period
of eighteen years, is unimpeachable, does not lessen the censure
their un-American act deserves.

o doubt there are millions of patriotic Americans
who agree with President Roosevelt and his official family, that
America should enter this war. But there are also millions of
other Americans, just as patriotic, who are convinced that our
strength will be greater, and the ultimate good of the world
better served, if we keep out of war abroad.

Upon the outcome of this momentous decision, rests the
destiny of 130,000,000 people. No one man, or set of men, are
entitled to mske this decision for us. And neither Fireside
Chats or the exhortations of Messrs. Knox, Stimson, Ickes or
Wallace, have been sufficiently counvincing to sway that eighty
percent plus of the American people, who still stand against war.



City Council - 2.
September 20, 1941.

While I listen to the views expressed by these men,
I hold it a great privilege to hear also, the sane analytical
statements of former president Herbert Hoover, the clear and
straightforward words of Alf. Iandon and Senator Taft, the
sincere and impelling oratory of Phil. Ia Follette, and many
others who hold similar views.

lost certainly, the splendid group of Peace longers in
Congress have a right to spesk and to be heard. We grant the
same right to their adversaries.

Free and open discussion is the American way, and to
abrogate or even discourage free speech, unless war has been
declared, is to promote Hational Disunity.

Iet us beware, lest while engaged in this chivalrous
adventure of toting the ark of the Four Freedoms all over the
Seven Seas, and into the four corners of the earth, we do not
become bogged down in the gquagmire of fear, prejudice and in-
tolerance, right here in San Diego.

Sincerely yours,

el PNt o irnn”

Evelyn lMcliillan Einhaus.
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