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City Council, 
City, 
Gent l eae n. 

San Die go, Cal. 9/2 1/41 . 

I nan t t o cormen d you for all owing Scna r or Wheel er to 

apeak i n the Ford bo wl. The senato r has the convicti on the hon-

eoty and the cour age to defend the ri ght ao ho s eeo the ri gh-S,c ven 

t hou gh it be un popul ar, and those are the quali tieo fro n which heroe o 

are made. 

The oubject on whi ch he will speak io controv ersia l an d li ke all 

ouch matter 1n a democracy, ohould be dec i ded by a majori ty vot e , 

but whon the votin g method i s not available the appa udi ng or booin g 

of a opeaker by his audience io an accepted and de mocratic method 

of det er minati on,and thi o meet i ng wi l l give a oppo rtunity to employ 

th at met hod. 

Many peop l e want to be on the winning ai d e of a queot io n, and a 

pr~ponderance of plaudit o or boos may b0 a ·gr eat er factor in 

wi nn i ng adherents to eith er ai de, than the oratory of the oenat or. 

So l et uo fi ll the bowl and manif est our app~o val or dioappro val 

of t he Senato r' s ido ao . #' ./,,,,,~ / . ~ 
✓✓- -

I 

Fr ank Si I!lpoon , 

4152 J a ckdaw. 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Miss Lom sE DARBY 

MRs. KATE DEWI NG 

CAPT. JESSE B. GAY 

Mi ss GERTRUDE ]Am 

DR. L EWIS B. L ESLEY 

DR. Lois MAcKAY 

DR . GEORGE F. McE WEN 

D R. EnoN B. McG REGOR 

DR. A. P. NASATIR 

CLARENCE NOVOTNY 

MR S. ELLA M. ROGERS 

B ERT W. SIMMONS 

D R. w. J. SHERMAN 

PROF. H. C. STEINMETZ 

MANDELL WEISS 

Mns. VERA M. WmTE 

~ 
~ 

3582SYDNEY PIA CE SAN DIEGO, CALIFORN IA 

September 20, 1941 

Gentlemen: 
The Executive Council of the San Diego League for 

the Defense of Democracy has instructed me to write to you 
commendi ng the r ega rd you have shown for the constitutional 
right of free speech in allowing the "America First Committee" 
to ren t the Ford Bowl for a speech by Senator Wheeler. 

A heavy majority of the Executive Council is strongly opposed 
to the America Fir st Committee and just as strongly condenma the 
behavio~ of Wheeler. Yet it feels that the ma.intenahce of our 
constitutional right of free speech is of the utmost :importance 
and is much pleased t hat here in San Diego we have a City Council · 

whcih is not to be swayed from its duty to our American liberties 
even by its righteous indignation. We commend your clear sight 
and coura ge. 

The Honorable City 8ouncil 
San ~iego ~ivic Center 

Respectfully, 

~P:~ 
§ecretary 



-· . -

1662 Shafter Street, San Diego, Cal ifornia, 
September 20, 1941. 

The Honorable City Council, 
Civic- Center, 
San Diego, California.. 

Gentlemen: 

Now that the tea-pot tempest has subsided, I should 
like to e::r:press my opinion cozmerning the reactions of the 
City Council members to the request of the America First Com­
mittee f or the le ase of the out .d oor auditorium for Senator 
Wheeler's speech. 

I congratulate Messrs. Knox, Weggenman, Boud and 
Hartley upon their decent regard for the constitutional rights 
of San Diego citizens. I a lso commend these gentlemen for 
their display of tolerance and sound judgment. 

I consider Mr. Simpson and Mr. Flower presumed upon 
the prero gativ es of th eir elective office when they attempted 
to bar San Die go citizens from. access to their own property. 
In attempt .i Dg to dictate as to Whose voice we shall or shall 
not have a right.t;o hear, they underestimate the intelligence 
of th e citiz ens and over-rate their own. That the speak er in 
this case, i a an eminent United States Senator, whose record 
for forthright and devoted service to our count ry over a period 
of ei ght een years, is unimpeachable, does not les sen the censure 
t heir un-Am.erican act deserves. 

No doubt the re are millions of patriotic Americans 
Who agree with Pres ident Roosevelt a.nd his official family, t hat 
America. should enter this war. But th ere are also millions of 
other -'merieans, just a.s patri oti c, who are convinced that our 
st rength will be greater, and the ul t imate good of the world 
better served, if we keep out of war abroad. 

Upon the outcome of this momentous decisi on , rest .a the 
desti~ of 130,00 0,000 people. No one man, or set of men, are 
entitled to make this decision for us. And neither Fireside 
c:Jia.ts or the eXhorta.tions of Messrs. Knox, StimSon, Ickes or 
Wallace, have been sufficiently convincing to swa:y that eighty 
percent. plus of the .American people, who st .ill stand against war. 



City Oouncil - 2. 
Septanber 20, 1941. 

While I listen to the views expressed by these men, 
I hold it a great privilege to hear also, the sane analytical 
statements of former president Herber t Hoover, the clear and 
straightforward words of Alf. Iandon and Senator Ta.ft, the 
sincere and impelling oratory of Phil. Ia Follette, and many 
others Who hold similar views. 

Most certainly, the splendid group of Peace Mongers in 
Q:ongresa have a right to speak and to be heard. We grant. the 
same right to their adversar ies. 

Free and open discussion is the American way, and to 
abrogate or even discourage free speech, unless war baa been 
declared, is to prcmote !ia.tiona.l Disunity. 

Let us beware, lest while engaged in this chivalrous 
adventure of toting the ark of the Four Freedoms all over the 
Seven Seas, and into the four corners of the earth, we do not 
became bogged down in the quagJnire of fear, prejudice and in­
tolerance, right here in San Diego. 

Sincerely yours, C . /J 

~~l;f~~~ 
Evelyn McMillan Einhaus. 
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