
r 
SPANISH VILLAGE 

·ART CENTER 

San Die go City Council 
Civ ic Center 
San Diego 1, Cal ifornia 

Honorab l e Sirs: 

BALBOA PARK 
SAN-DIEGO, CALIF. 

3 December 1955 

I n view of the pl ans for the Fiesta del Pacifico and the proposed 
use of t he Spanish Vil l a ge for evenin g fiestas and a Mexican market 
pl a ce, the Spa nish Vi ll age Ar t Center, I ncorporated, would l ike to 
cal l your a ttention to the history an d activity of this group since 
occupyin g the Villa ge . 

In 1948, t he City Counci l adopted Reso l ut i on No. 89180 whic h 
estab l ished a genera l po li cy "to deve l op the Spa ni sh Vi ll age as an 
Arts and Crafts Center, availab l e to a s many a rtists and craftsmen a s 
possible who will contribute to the artisti c development of the 
community and who will mak e the Spanish Villa ge a center of a ttr a ction 
to both visitors and citizens and whereas it i s desirab l e to keep the 
Spa ni sh Vi ll age a s nearly as possible on a self-sust a inin g bas is 
without pe r mittin g it to become co mpet a tive to re gul a r bu siness 
interests in San Die go." 

In 1950 , Resolution No. 97478 was adopted es t ab lishi ng rent a l s 
for the individu a l studios an d sett in g forth t ha t "it is inadvisable 
for the City at this ti me to re model or rec ondition the various studios 
in the Spa nish Vi ll a ge" and further t ha t 11t he ten ants of the va rious 
stu dios may recondit ion the s tudios in a manner suit a ble to themse l ves 
and the Pa r k Recreation Director; in exchan ge for r es tor a tion expen se, 
the t ena nt may be a llo wed to occupy the restored s tu dio without pay i ng 
t he ab ove li sted renta l s until restoration costs a r e a mortized or for 
one yea r, whic he ve r is so oner. " 

It was on this bas is the Span i sh Villa ge Art Center , In corp or a t ed, 
was re-established followin g t he war yea rs when the Vill age was 
occupied by the Army. I nd ividu a l ar tists a nd cr a ftsmen , a fter havin g 
their work jurie d by a c ompetent jury, accepted the responsibility for 
the ori ginal renov a tion of the studios and for maintainin g the Vill a ge 
as an a ttr ac tion for citizen s a nd tourists. 

Since 1950 , each year has seen an incre ase d par tici pat ion in 
Villa ge activities and in the number of s tud io ho lders. At t he present 
time, there a re twenty-six le ases wit h the City. Many of the studios 
have several ar t is ts and craftsmen working to ge ther and three studios 
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a re occupied by groups; namel y, the San Di ego Miner a l and Gem Society 
wi th approx ima tely three hundred members , the Sou th wes t Artists with 
approximate l y forty members and the Geneolo gical Soc iet y wi th forty 
members. The remainder are occupied by artists , weavers, po tt ers, 
je welry makers , ceramists, sculptors and ph oto gr ap hers. Each a rtist 
and craftsman puts on re gular demonstrations of his work. The studios 
are open to the public from one to five every a fternoon, Saturdays , 
Sundays a nd holidays inc lu ded, wi t h the exce pti on of Mondays. 

When considerin g t he Fiesta del Pacifico, it sho ul d be re membered 
that the Spa nish Vil la ge, under the ab ove ag reem ent, has not been an 
expe nse to the City; in fact, consi de r the fo llo win g a nd current 
a cco mplishments of the Span ish Vi ll ag e Art Center, In co r por a ted: 

a. Rental re venues hav e grad ually i ncreased until, in the 1954-
1955 season, $3, 165. 64 in renta l s was pa id to the City. 

b. The Spanish Vi ll a ge is se lf-sust a inin g , pay in g a ll utilities 
and employin g its own gardener . Recen t rep l a ntin g a round t he Village 
was done by volunteer worke r s . Th i s is on a year-round bas is. 

c. The Spa ni sh Vill a ge , under the artists and craf .t smen, has 
contribut ed to the artistic development of the co mmunity. 

d. In addition to activities wi thi n the var ious studios, it has 
a diversif i ed program: 

l. Gallery shows which chang e monthly. 
2. Soci a l events oµen to the public. 
3. Art cl asses for bo th ad ult s a nd childr en in pa i nting, 

scu l pture and gem cutting. About one hundred students 
use the facilities of th e Vill a ge each week . 

4. Art marts. 
5. The reactivation of the Ar t Fiesta whic h was he l d 

Sep tem ber 4-5, 1955. This event was attended by 
approximately t en thous and peop l e. Fe a tu res of th is 
Ar t Fi e st a were Span is h a nd I ndian dances, puppet shows 
and musical pro grams . I n addit i on, every s tu dio was 
active. The ar ti sts dressed in Mexican co s tu mes and 
conducted demon str ations of t heir particular art or 
craft. The Fiesta wa s well rece iv ed by the public. 
The event netted over ei ght hun dred dollars. Part of 
this money is bein g used to renovate the outdoor the a ter 
in the Vill ag e . This the a ter can be a source of 
additional revenue to the City and a definite tourist 
attraction. 
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e. The Spanish Vi ll a ge has received nat ion a l publicity. We have 
had visitors from all over the wor l d. An attrac tive brochure (enclo s ed) 
was printed and has world-wide distribution. The Art Fiesta in 
Septe mber was included ip the brochure that the San Diego Tourist 
and Convention Bureau publis he d describin g the San Die go Summer 
Festival of Arts of which this was the fina l event. 

We feel that the best interests of al l would be served by 
maintaining the amic ab le and satisfactory arr angemen t whereby the 
artists rent from the City of San Die go r a ther than through the Fiesta 
del Pacifico committee. The reasons for t h is are obvious: the art ists 
maintain the premises throu ghout the year and, if forced to move for 
four months, the majority would seek studio space el sewhere. In this 
event, the care and maintenance of the Spanish Vill age would revert to 
the City for the remaining ei gh t months. 

The Soo nish Vill ag e art ists fee l that the Fiesta del Pacifico is 
a splendid. ide a and would li ke to coopera t ,e and to help make it a 
success. We would li ke to have a foremat of the Fiesta pl ans so that 
we can fit our pro gra m into the pl an. 

In closin g , we would like to ca ll your a ttention to the fact that 
we have tot al year occu pancy at no expense to the City and are, in 
fact, a source of revenue. We pledge our coo peration in every way 
possible. 

Yours tru~ 

&t(/4(~~ 
Grace Pischner, President 

~ ~U/f:_cf 
Dorothy Cliff~rd, Secretary 

GP-DC:es 
cc: Addressee 

O. W. Campbell, City Mana ger 
Leo Callan, Director Park and Recreation 
Spanish Villa ge Art Cen ter, I ncorporated 
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The SPANISH VILLAGE ART CENTER, located in 

beau tiful Bo l hon Pork , ac r oss from the world 

renowned Son Di ego Zoo, i s one o f t h e most uniqu e 

art ce nt ers in the United States. He re visitor s 

may watch talented nnd versati l e artists nt work 

producing oil pa i ntings, wate rc olo r s, sc ulpture, 

photographs , ceramics, nnd weaving. Th e Son 

Diego Gem Society is also located in the Vill age . 

The sma l l studios surround l a r ge and colo rf ul 

pat i os, authent i ca l ly designed ofter a vi lla ge 

in Spain. 

The bu il dings , wh i ch were e r ected for u se 

in the 1935 - 36 Ca li fornia Pacifi c In ternotionnl 

Expo s it i on, h oused a re sta urant, boz.oar , and 

gift s h ops. At the end of the Expositio n , a 

group of local artists, .,.., i th the opprovo l o f the 

Pork a nd Rec reation Deportment, wer e instrume ntal 

in s av i ng the st r uctures nnd cont inued to mai n ­

tain the m as o c ul t ural ce nt er. This group formed 

the Spanish Vil la ge Art Center , I nc. ond many of 

the original members ore sti ll act i ve i n art 

circles, both locally and no t ion al l y, 

At the beginning of World War ll, the a rt i sts 

vacated the Vi l log~ allowing the Novy t o occupy 

the bui ldi ngs os offi ces and store ro oms . After 

the war, the s tudios were again u~i li z.ed by mem• 

hers of the reorgan i z.ed association. 

Vi s itors nre welcome atoll ~imea . 

The Vil l age Galle r y i s loca ted in Studio 36 
and features monthly exhibits. 

The ind i vidual stud i os are normol l y open to 

the public on Sat u rdays, Sundays, and Ho l iday s 

between the liours of 1 and SP . M. 

The Vil l age moy be r e ac he d from "Oownto wn 
aboard the No. 7 bus, disembarking at Pork Blvd. 

ond the Pra do. 

Lun c heo n is served i n the Zoo Rest au rant 
and also in t he Cafe del Rey Moro on Laurel St. 
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