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3 December 1955

San Diego City Council
Civie Center
San Diego 1, California

Honorable Sirs:

In view of the plans for the Fiesta del Pacifico and the proposed
use of the gpanish Village for evening fiestas and a Mexican market
place, the Spanish Village Art Center, Incorporated, would like to
call your attention to the history and activity of this group since
occupying the Village.,

In 1948, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 89180 which
established a general policy "to develop the Spanish Village as an
Arts and Crafts Center, available to as many artists and craftsmen as
possible who will contribute to the artistic development of the
community and who will make the Spanish Village a center of attraction
to both visitors and citizens and whereas it is desirable to keep the
Spanish Village as nearly as possible on a self-gustaining basis
without permitting it to become competative to regular business
interests in San Diego."

In 1950, Resolution No. 97478 was adopted establishing rentals
for the individual studios and setting forth that "it is inadvisable
for the City at thie time to remodel or recondition the various studios
in the Spanish Village" and further that "the tenants of the various
studios may recondition the studios in a manner suitable to themselves
and the Park Recreation Director; in exchange for restoration expense,
the tenant may be allowed to occupy the restored studio without paying
the above listed rentals until restoration costs are amortized or for
one year, whichever is sooner."

It was on this basis the Spanish Village Art Center, Incorporated,
was re-established following the war years when the Village was
occupied by the Army. Individual artists and craftsmen, after having
thelr work juried by a competent jury, accepted the responsibility for
the original renovation of the studios and for maintaining the Village
as an attraction for citizens and tourists.

Since 1950, each year has seen an increasged participation in
Village activities and in the number of studio holders. At the present
time, there are twenty-gsix leases with the City. Many of the studios
have geveral artlsts and craftsmen working together and three studios
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are occupied by groups; namely, the San Diego Mineral and Gem Soclety
with approximately three hundred members, the Southwest Artists with
approximately forty members and the Gerleological Society with forty
members., The remainder are occupied by artists, weavers, potters,
jewelry makers, ceramists, sculptors and photographers. Each artist
and craftsman puts on regular demonstrations of his work., The studios
are open to the public from one to five every afternoon, Saturdays,
Sundays and holidays included, with the exception of Mondays.

When considering the Fieasta del Pacifico, it should be remembered
that the Spanish Village, under the above agreement, has not been an
expense to the City; in fact, consider the following and current
accomplishments of the Spanish Village Art Center, Incorporated:

a. Rental revenues have gradually increased until, in the 1954 -
1955 geason, $3,165.64 in rentals was paid to the City.

b. The Spanish Village is self-sustaining, paying all utilities
and employing its own gardener. Recent replanting around the Village
was done by volunteer workers, This is on a year-round basis,

c. The Spanish Village, under the artists and craftsmen, has
contributed to the artistic development of the community.

d. In addition to activities within the various studlos, 1t has
a diversified program:

1. Gallery shows which change monthly.

2. Social events open to the public.

3. Art classes for both adults and children in painting,
sculpture and gem cutting. About one hundred students
use the facilities of the Village each week,

4, Art marts,

5. The reactivation of the Art Fiesta which was held
September 4-5, 1955. This event was attended by
approximately ten thousand people. Features of this
Art Fiesta were Spanish and Indian dances, puppet shows
and musical programs. In addition, every studio was
active, The artists dressed in Mexican costumes and
conducted demonstrations of thelir particular art or
craft. The Fiesta was well received by the public.

The event netted over eight hundred dollars, Part of
this money 1s being used to renovate the outdoor theater
in the Village, This theater can be a source of
additional revenue to the City and a definite tourist
attraction.
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e. The Spanish Village has received national publicity. We have
had visitors from all over the world. An attractive brochure (enclosed)
was printed and has world-wide distribution. The Art Fiesta in
September was included in the brochure that the San Diego Tourist
and Convention Bureau published describing the San Diego Summer
Festival of Arts of which this was the final event.

We feel that the best interests of all would be served by
maintaining the amicable and satisfactory arrangement whereby the
artists rent from the City of San Diego rather than through the Fiesta
del Pacifico committee. The reasons for this are obvious: the artists
maintain the premises throughout the year and, if forced to move for
four months, the majority would seek studio space elsewhere. In this
event, the care and maintenance of the Spanish Village would revert to
the City for the remaining eight months.

The Spanish Village artists feel that the Fiesta del Pacifico is
a splendid idea and would like to cooperate and to help make it a
guccess. We would like to have a foremat of the Fiesta plans so that
we can fit our program into the plan,

In closing, we would like to call your attention to the fact that
we have total year occupancy at no expense to the City and are, in
fact, a source of revenue. We pledge our cooperation in every way
pogsible,

Yours truly,

T A

Grace Pischner, President

a5 gy

' Dorothy Clifford, Secretary
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ce: Addressee
0. W. Campbell, City Manager
Leo Callan, Director Park and Recreation
Spanish Village Art Center, Incorporated
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A THRIVING, VIGOROUS

ART COMMUNITY

FOR YOU TO VISIT
AND ENJOY
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renowned San Diego Zoo, is one of the most unique
art centers in the United States.
may watch talented and versatile artists at work

- producing oil paintings, watercolors, sculpture,

in Spain.

— Visitors are welcome at all vimes.

and features monthly exhibivs.

\ between the hours of 1 and 5 P. M.

and the Prado.

The SPANISH VILLAGE ART CENTER, located in _:

beautiful Balboa Park, across from the world .}

Here visitors i

photographs, ceramics, and weaving. The San
Diego Gem Society isalse located in the Village.
The small studios surround large and colorful

patios, authentically designed after a village

The buildings, which were erected for use
in the 1935-36 California Pacific International
Exposition, housed a restaurant
gift shops. At the end of the Exposition, a
group of local artists, with the approval of the
Park and Recreation Department, were instrumental
in saving the structures and continued to main-
tain them as acultural center. This group formed
the Spanish Village Art Center, Inc. and many of
the original members are still active in art

circles, both locally and nationally

At the beginning of World War II, the artists
vacated the Village allowing the Navy to occupy
the buildings as offices and storerocoms. After
the war, the studios were again utilized by mem-

bers of the reorganized association.

The Village Gallery is located in Studio 36

The individual studios are normally open to
the public on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays

The Village may be reached from Downtown
aboard the No. 7 bus, disembarking at Park Blvd.

?,r- Luncheon is served in the Zoo Restaurant
and also in the Cafe del Rey Moro on Laurel St.
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