
 

City of San Diego 

Community Forest Advisory Board 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

August 12, 2009 

Civic Center Plaza Building 

 

1) Convene: Vicki Estrada, Chair, called the meeting to order at 11:50 a.m. 

 

2) Present: 

Members – Patrick Caughey, Fausto Palafox, Dan Simpson, Jon Becker, Karen Davis, Victoria 

Heithaus, Stephen Lamprides, Craig Jones, Joe Jones, Tershia d’Elgin.  

[Not Present] – Gail Roberts, Mary Johnson, 

Guests – Guy Pruess (Skyline/Paradise Hills CPG), Janet O’Day (Mission Hills resident) 

City Staff – Drew Potocki, Michael Marika, Ken Healy, Alissa Gabriel, Jeff Harkness 

 

3) Approval of June Minutes: Davis/C. Jones. Approved by all. 

 

4) Chair’s Announcements:  

a. Jones and Vicki met with District 7’s office to go though benefits of trees, the lack of trees, 

and various stormwater issues. Also got support for presenting CFAB to Natural Resources 

& Culture committee. Scheduled to meet with Districts 3 and 5. 

 

5) Discussion Item(s):  

a. Concern about which department is tasked with tracking tree issues. Is there a flow chart of 

responsibility? Could CFAB update it to make it more logical? Can CFAB talk to 

departments? Be sure to contact Dave Jarrell, Mario Sierra, and Hasan Yousef. 

 

6) Action Item(s):  

a. Tree Nomination – Landmark Palms on Sunset Boulevard from Ft. Stockton Blvd. to 

Witherby Street. Report by J. O’Day (nomination letter attached). Palms planted according 

to Kate Session’s specifications and the area was developed by George Marston. Neighbors 

are concerned about future undergrounding activities threatening palms. Potocki explained 

why some were removed and replaced with a combination of skyline palms and pedestrian 

level magnolias (or other tree). Motion to support the request to preserve the trees 

contingent upon planning group notification.  Jones/Caughey. Approved with D’Elgin 

abstaining. 

 

7) Reports: Items not already on agenda  

a. Staff Reports 

 Drew Potocki, Street Division Urban Forester 

i) Tree inventory not updated in several years 

ii) To distribute Tree City USA documents. 

iii) Working with DSD on tree policies, we have succeeded in saving thousands of 

trees. 

iv) Street tree selection guide update to add more native trees. 
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v) Met with Caltrans regarding 400 year-old oak tree in Sorrento Valley near I-805. 

Constructing project around the tree and property around the tree will become City 

property after project is done. 

vi) No funds for contractual tree trimming this year. 

vii) Planting 300 trees in Serra Mesa paid for by undergrounding process 

viii) Tree Nomination form being made interactive 

 

 Michael Marika, Park & Recreation Dept. Arborist – new tree pest attacking tipauana 

trees. 

 Ken Healy, Code Compliance Officer – Up to speed on protected trees and SAP training; 

cost recovery and tree planting/marking activities are on-going. Additional report 

attached. 

b. Board Member Activities/Issues 

 Tershia D’Elgin wrote a letter regarding storm water channel sediment cleanout 

(attached). She pointed board members to the S.D Master Stormwater Maintenance 

Program website for more information. 

 Craig Jones met with District 5 offices to discuss large reconstruction of multi-unit 

property at Pena Drive and Carmel Valley Road. A large portion of the landscaping was 

to be removed and is not required to be replaced. There is no CEQA review required for 

this project. 

 Fausto Palafox inquired about who a citizen can go through to pay for park trees? Others 

answered Stacey LoMedico. 

 

8) Referrals to Committees: none 

 

9) Public Comment: G.Preuss reported that the Skyline sidewalk project is complete and four 

tree grates were installed. 

 

10) Next Meeting: Second Wednesday of the month, 11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m., 1200 Third 

Avenue, Civic Center Plaza Building, 14
th

 Floor 

 

11)  Adjourned at 1:15pm      
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