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SAN DIEGO REGIONAL ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY

The San Diego County Air Pollution Control District apprecietes the opportunity to provide
comments on the October 1, 2002, draft of the San Diego Regional Energy Infrastructure Study
(REIS). The District has participated in meetings of the Regiona] Energy Planning Advisory
Committee, and appreciates the Comrmitteg’s attention to air quality issues associated with
electricity generation, as reflected in the draft REIS. We offer the following specific comments.

Chapter 2: Situation Assessment

Offset Applicability Thresholds. Emission offset requirements apply to both new major
stationary sources of ozone precursors end mejor modifications of existing major sources.
Accordingly, please consider amending an associated statement on page 2-8, as follows: "San
Diego Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Rule 20.3(d)(8) requires new stationary sources
that will emit more-than 50 tans or more per year of NOx and or VOC (i.e.. major sources), apd
modified major sources that would contemporaneously increase NOx or VOC emissions by 25
tons or more per year, to offset these emissions _at @ 1.2-to-1 ratio fie, provide 12 tons of

reductions for each [ tons of emissions increase). ”

Additionelly, footnote 22 on page 2-8 indicates the applicability thresholds for emission offset
requirements “may soon be changed to a threshold of 100 tons per year.* Indeed, the District
had considered proposing to raise the emission offset applicability thresholds, as part of & future
request ta U.S. EPA to redesignate San Diego County to an attainment area for the federal one-
hour ambient air quality standard for ozone. However, concerns were raisad about potential
emission impacts of offset relaxation on progress toward attaining the more-stringent federal
eight-hour and stats one-hour ozone standards. Furthermore, raising the offset applicability
tl'l:"-sho‘ds would have ]1rt]e or no affect = ::-ntral pOWer plam devnIcnmPn' 1_3 Sa.n Dlezn
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Chapti: Demand-Side Options

Distribd Generation Emissions. Ag stated on Page b)), "dccording to San Diego APCD,
statemerenrs substantial clanfication, First, unless disniutd generstion projects utilize zero
or neacro-cmission technologies, emission ratos (powd psr megewatt-hour) ore wsuslly
higher n those of new, large centrel power plants. Smond, their emissicps are usually
releasecar ground level, which may result in relatively guier local impacts on ambient air
quality neitions. Third, disinbuted generation equipmai may be most econormical to uge
during jods of peak-electric demand in the summer, wenlical air quality conditions sre at
their we The above slatement should be clarified accontagy, or deleted.

Chapter Optlong apd Scenario Analvsls

Page G-includes n stalement that NOx emission offsen in California are expensive due o
serious gualily problems with ozone (for which NOx isapeeursor). Please eonsider adding
clarificat to this semeoce, as follows: “California wwry serivus problems with he
ereation’ ozone by NOx_apnd iherefore s _cuyrrently mpimenting every feasible comtrol
measure reduce NQx gmissions.  Consegquently, it is (foit lo cregte volumtary, surplus
reductionf NOx emissions for uze ay offvets, because of migent state and federal emission
control wirements, For his reason nzong allowances n Glifornia are significantly more
expensivien than in the maior ity of the non-altmnmant regonin the United Siaies. ™

Thank yfor considering these comments. If you need dgffication or have any questions
about theomments, please contact me at (A58) §30-4670akbert. Reider@sdcounty.ca.gov.

ROBERTREIDER
Supervisinir Resources Specialist
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