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SAN DIEGO REGIONAL ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE SnrDY 

The San Diego County Air Pollution Control District appreciates the opportunity to provide 
comments on the October 1,2002, draft of the San Diego Regiona] En~gy Infrastructure Study 
(RErS). The District has participated in meetings of the Regional Energy Planning Advisory 
Comm.ittee~ and appreciates the Committee's attention to air quality issues associated with 
electricity generation. 6S reflected in the draft RBIS. We offer the following specific comments. 

ChlDter 2; Situation Assessment 

Offset ApplicabJllty Thresholds. Emission offset requirements apply to both new major 

stationary sources of ozone precursors and major modifications of existing majo:r sources. 

Accordingly, please consider amending an associated statement on page 2-8, as follows: "San 

Diego Air Pollutton Control Dlstricl (ApeD) Rule 20.J(d)(8) requires new stationary sources 

that wt{/ emit HJ~1'C;hCi1:" 50 tons or more per year ofNOx 8IfiJ or VOC {i.e.. major sourcai, and 

modified malor sources that would contemporaneously increase NOx 01' vac emisslons hy. 25 

tons or more per year, to offtet these emissions at a L1-lo-l ratio (i.e.• llTovide 12 ton&: of 

reductions. for each /0 tons Q[emtssions increasel. " 


Additionally, footnote 22 on page 2-8 indicates the applicability thresholds for emission offset 
requirements "may soon be changed to a threshold of100 tons per )lear.'· Irtdeed., the District 
had considered proposing to raise the emission offset applicability thresholds. as part of I future 
request to U.s. EPA to redesignate San Diego County to an attainment area for the fecienU one­
hour ambient air quality StaDdMd for ozone. However, concerns were raised about potential 
emission impacts of offset relaxation 011 progress toward attaining the more-stringent federal 
eight-hour and state one-hour ozone standards. Furthermore, raising the offset applicability 
th.-esho:ds would have little or no mect 0:1 c:ntral power plant deveIc!'rnent b San Diego 
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'hapth Demaad-Side Qt!tJOIIM 

Dtstrib4:t GeneratioD Emillions. As stated. all Page j.J2, IIAccarding to Sa" Dkga APCD. 
statemd:lI:ars BUbslaotial clarification.. First, unless. d.isnituled. generation projects utilize zero 
or neanro-mlission tecluJologies, emission ratas (POlllldB per meg-ewart-hour) nre u$ually 
higher n those of DeW, large central power plants. Scco!ld. t.h.ell eml55ic:rw are usually 
rc:le.asocar grtlWid leveL, which may result in relativoly Ereafer local impacts on ambient air 
quality ~tftions. Th.i.rd. distributed generation equipn.'Il.t IIIB~ be most etcnomiE:al to use 
during 10ds of ,peak-electric dClJ1:Snd in the summer, Wlm beal air qU!lllry conditicnJ are at 
their we The Elbove staLem.en& should be clarified llCCoJtl:D~y. or del eted. 

CIIBptDl OptJQD, yd ScenarJD AnalYlJI 

Page 6-inc:.ludCII a s[alement that NO~ emission offse~ ill California are exp~n5ive due 10 
Ser.ioUi E(ualiry probJeJllli with OZODr:: (for which NOx lssprecUlsor). Please c01'l5idlft' adding 
clarities\ to t.bb 8enteD~e, as follows: "Caltforniaw wl')I sml.lus problemr wi'll Ihe 
creatiDn' OZDnB by NOx. cmd. ihlZNf[ol'e jl CJl.mmtly i1!!gmmt:(/1g €l!e:lY fegsible CfJftt"f'Ol 

Rtf/sure ".educB N(h"lmi!gtonz, COrLJ'egyen,tb".i1. if ~'riff'YlL10 create. "ohm/am s~ 
reriwtiolllN(b; B1'Ifi1~iQ!JJ. fWm,,!.!A1 a¥ (liller', becaUi.~pltrrtnKe1lt slgJ, and fede1't11 emissfUztJ 
control Itt!!"""'" For IhiJ l'fJaJOrJ allme aliDwanC(;s in Cali/ornia are sfgnificantly more. 
e.xpe1UfveR lh1l!J.. in rhe majority Q/ the ~QI'I·QrrQjr,ml ,~f regk1lUin the United Stale" " 

Thank ylar considering the~, C'OmDl.ntl. U you neet darification or have any queSt1DM 

abolll tbe:onunentB, please cont&clmll ill (liS 8) 650-4570« Rnbert.Reider@sdcounty.ca.gOl', 
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