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INTERIM MAYOR TODD GLORIA DECLARES
2014 AS “ YEAR OF THE (REUSABLE) BAG”

As part of the City of San Diego’s Zero Waste Objectives, Interim Mayor Todd Gloria
introduced a campaign, “Bring Your Own Bag San Diego” to increase the use of reusable
bags in an effort to combat litter and reduce the amount of single use bags.

With about 500 million single-use plastic bags being used in San Diego annually, replacing
those bags with reusable bags can prevent up to 41,000 bags from entering the
environment in one person’s lifetime.

Over 1 million plastic bags are used worldwide ever minute, and in the U.S.an estimated
50 million plastic bags become litter annually. These bags end up cluttering roadsides,
clogging municipal drainage systems and harming marine life.

Unfortunately only about 3% of plastic bags are recycled in California. Most are used only
once and end up in landfill or as litter.

Through this campaign, i-Mayor Gloria hopes residents will remember to “Bring Your Own
Bag” when going to the grocery stores or markets. Storing your bags in a convenient
location and making a habit of having them readily available is key to the success of this
program.

The City is also looking to local businesses and organizations to join in sponsoring or
partnering with the campaign such as SeaWorld - San Diego has done, committing 25,000
reusable bags to the outreach program.

For more information on the “Bring Your Own Bag San Diego” campaign, please go to
www.byobsd.com.

For more information about the City of San Diego Environmental Services Department’s
programs or about establishing recycling programs in your home or business, please
contact the ESD’s Customer Service Center at 858-694-7000, or visit the website at
www.RecyclingWorks.com.
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