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CITY OF SAN DIEGO JOINS CVP’S GROWING PARTNER COMMUNITY LIST  
California community to work with the Curbside Value Partnership to educate consumers 

about curbside recycling options 
 
SAN DIEGO, Calif.—A shining example of public-private collaboration comes to San Diego.  
This summer, residents of this southern California community will be seeing and hearing a great 
deal about the benefits and ease of recycling at home, thanks to a new partnership between the 
Curbside Value Partnership (CVP) and the City of San Diego. 
 
After a selective national process, San Diego was recently chosen as one of CVP’s partner 
communities for 2014. Together, CVP and the City, specifically the Environmental Services 
Department, will develop and execute an education campaign aimed at area residents to 
improve residential recycling participation and increase tonnage of recyclables collected.  
 
“We are thrilled to have been selected by CVP and look forward to tapping into the benefits of 
CVP’s resources and knowledge,” said Chris Gonaver, Director of the Environmental Services 
Department, City of San Diego. “In terms of recycling, we have a proven track record and we 
are always looking to increase our recovery of recyclables. This partnership will help us reach 
the nearly 289,000 households in our city and hopefully work to create a stronger culture of 
recycling. We live in a beautiful, environmentally-minded city and want residents to recognize 
that recycling more diligently will only make our community more vibrant and sustainable.” 
 
CVP is a leading national nonprofit organization dedicated to helping communities grow and 
sustain curbside recycling programs through education and increased attention to metrics. 
Since 2005, CVP has engaged 32 communities and four states to develop, execute and 
measure strategic education campaigns. The City of San Diego’s Environmental Services 
Department handles waste management, recycling, and composting services for the City which 
is made up of 110 communities.  
 
“We are very excited to be working with San Diego, a community with a long-established 
commitment to recycling,” said Beth Schmitt, CVP board chair and global manager, 
sustainability and recycling for Alcoa. “San Diego has many attributes which make it the perfect 
partner community. They have a strong operation in place with a highly motivated and creative 
team. They accept a wide variety of materials, they offer single-stream collection with large 
carts, and they have a strong green waste collection in place. All of this makes participation very 
convenient for residents, a key driver for success. In addition, their demonstrated commitment 
to education makes them a natural fit.” 

http://www.recyclecurbside.org/


                                               
CVP will work with the City to develop a comprehensive education campaign to help drive 
awareness, especially in some of the 110 communities with lower per-household recycling 
tonnages. The campaign is expected to launch this summer, with planning already under way. It 
will likely include activities such as grassroots, community-level outreach, marketing and an 
enhanced Web and social media presence. 
 
San Diego recently announced that for the first time, recycling rates will be broken down by 
individual community. This will allow communities to see how they are doing and work toward 
improving their own rate. The new campaign will likely incorporate this new data and help 
encourage communities to work to improve their rates. The City defines the recycling rate as a 
local diversion rate, meaning it is the percentage of materials diverted from the landfill to the 
recycling stream. 
 
CVP will track and measure the impact of the campaign through the Emerge Knowledge Re-
TRAC Connect data management tool and promote best practices to communities across the 
country via its website, RecycleCurbside.org and its online training tool, CVPConnect.org. 
 
“It is clear that San Diego places great importance and focus on their curbside recycling 
program,” said Keefe Harrison, CVP’s executive director. “We look forward to working with the 
City to develop a strategic and thoughtful campaign that will put recycling on the radar of 
residents and help them reach their diversion and recycling goals.”  
 
For more information about San Diego’s curbside recycling program, visit RecyclingWorks.com, 
or call 858-694-7000.  
 
ABOUT THE CURBSIDE VALUE PARTNERSHIP 
The Curbside Value Partnership (CVP) is a 501(c)(3) organization designed to grow 
participation in curbside recycling programs nationwide. It is the only current national program 
that engages all recycling stakeholders (including government, private industry, haulers and 
materials recovery facilities) to identify solutions to improving curbside recycling programs 
through education and data analysis. CVP’s goal is to launch and study education programs to 
increase participation in local curbside programs, and make programs more profitable and 
sustainable. The program is currently funded by members of the Aluminum Association (Alcoa, 
Tri-Arrow Aluminum and Novelis), Can Manufacturers Institute (Ardagh Group, Ball Corporation, 
BWAY Corporation, Crown Holdings Inc., Metal Container Corporation, Rexam, Silgan 
Containers Corporation, Sonoco-Phoenix Inc and the Van Can Company), as well as the 
American Chemistry Council and International Bottled Water Association. Other corporate 
sponsors interested in impacting recycling rates in a meaningful way are always welcome. For 
more information, visit www.RecycleCurbside.org. 
 
ABOUT THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO’S ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
The City of San Diego’s Environmental Services Department is charged with refuse collection 
and disposal, recycling and environmentally sound landfill management to meet the City’s long-
term disposal needs. The department also oversees the City’s management of energy use, and 
explores innovative options for energy independence and sustainability. For more information, 
visit RecyclingWorks.com. 
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