
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION 

Number 
25.50 

Issue 
2 

Page 
1 of 3 

SUBJECT 
 
 
TESTING LABORATORY WORK 

Effective Date 
March 1, 1993 

 
1. Purpose 
 

1.1 To define and limit the scope of work to be performed by the Engineering and Development 
Department testing laboratory. 

 
1.2 To enumerate the types and extent of work to be allocated to private testing laboratories. 

 
1.3 To set up procedures by which testing may be accomplished. 

 
2. Scope 
 

2.1 This procedure applies to all departments within the City of San Diego which may have 
occasion to order the testing of soils and/or materials. 

 
3. Background 
 

3.1 The City of San Diego has operated a materials testing laboratory since 1950.  Purpose of the 
laboratory is to perform the normal routine tests on concrete, asphalt, soils, and other materials 
which are necessary to maintain standards on City construction.  The laboratory is a function 
of the City Engineering and Development Department and is located at the Alvarado Filtration 
Plant. 

 
4. Allocation of Work 
 

4.1 The City Engineering Department testing laboratory will, as needed: 
 

a. perform routine tests on the Department’s normal program; 
 

b. train Engineering and Development Department personnel in the evaluation of testing 
procedures; 

 
 
(Supersedes Administrative Regulation 25.50, Issue 1, effective May 1, 1968.) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Authorized 
 
 

       (Signed by Jack McGrory) 
                                                                    ________________________________________________________ 

    CITY MANAGER
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c. act in an advisory capacity in the preparation of agreements for routine testing by 
 private laboratories; 

 
d. perform testing services for other public agencies only in emergency situations and 

only with the express permission of the City Manager. 
 

4.2 Private testing laboratories, or foundation consultants, as applicable, will perform the 
following work under contractual agreement as needed: 

 
a. foundation explorations; 

 
b. special research projects; 

 
c. any testing other than normal routine tests on the normal contract program; or as new 

methods and materials become the norm and then require testing; 
 

d. testing services on the normal contract program at peak periods when laboratory 
personnel cannot handle the load. 

 
5. Procedure 
 

Design Engineer/Project Manager 
 

1. At the beginning of each project, determines what testing will be needed. 
 

2. For routine testing, transmits request by letter to City Engineering testing laboratory, 
giving work order number to which work is to be charged. 

 
3. For testing other than routine, lists what will be needed and date this will be desired. 

 
4. Negotiates agreement with a foundation consultant or private testing laboratory for 

work to be done. 
 

5. Identifies source of financing. 
 

6. Processes agreement through City Council via Capital Improvements Engineer and 
City Manager. 

 
7. Coordinates testing work with design schedule. 
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8. Approves billing before payment is made. 

 
6. Responsibility 
 

It is the responsibility of the Design Engineer to distinguish between routine and non-routine testing, 
and to consult the City Engineer when such distinctions are not readily apparent. 

 
 

APPENDIX 
 

Subject Index 
 
Testing Laboratory Work 
Engineering Testing 


