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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BOARD 
 

Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2015 
 

Economic Development  

1200 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, Large Conference Room, San Diego, CA 92101 - 619.236.6364 
 

 

Present: Present:  Excused:  Guests:  
Bruce Abrams Rita Lim Kathleen Charla Jyothsna Konda 

Roberto Alcantar Jordan Marks  Bob Morris  Michelle Persante 

Emiliano Aragon Rebecca Morales    Juan Hernandez 

Deborah Flores Patricia Waller      Enrique Meza 

Mark Leo        Dr. Shahrzad Kamyab 

        Claudia Portillo 
        

City Economic Development Staff:  Adrienne Turner   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Call to Order:  Bruce Abrams @ 2:02 p.m. 
 

Approval of Minutes: August 13, 2015  
 

Non-Agenda Public Comment:  Claudia Portillo with San Diego Babel, and Shahrzad Kamyab with 

SanDISCA, spoke about efforts for a Tijuana sister city kick-off celebratory dinner on November 5th.        

It will be a culinary art event in downtown.  They would like support from the IAB for the event.  The 

invitation is in the process of being finalized.  The cost will be $55 to attend.   
 

Speaker:  Councilmember David Alvarez (Council District 8) spoke about the San Ysidro point 

of the entry and its new $750 million expansion project which will include adding a pedestrian 

crossing. The Virginia Avenue crossing is set to open in April 2016.  The point of entry is one of 

the busiest, with 50,000 vehicles and 20,000 people crossing daily. The project is also beneficial 

to the economy since the Las Americas outlets shopping center is immediately adjacent to it. 

 

Councilmember Alvarez described the importance of building on the relationships already 

created between businesses and the communities. The communities, however, need to become 

more involved and supportive.  He also stated his office will update IAB on upcoming events. 

Governors from Mexican states frequently come to San Diego to support local groups, so that 

could be a good way for IAB to become involved.  He noted that September 15 – October 15 is 

Hispanic heritage month. There will be a new art exposition at City Hall in September to 

celebrate Hispanic Art. 

 

Action Items: 
  

a. Approval of Friendship Cities Program Policy (draft) as submitted by Don Giaquinto at 

the IAB Retreat. 

 Board members expressed unanimous support for the draft policy. 
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b. Approval of purchase (per quote) of international flags for use during IAB meetings/ 

events.  

The Board reviewed the quote and decided to add flags for the following countries to the 

quote: Turkey, Canada, Malaysia, Russia, India, and Chile.  The Board unanimously approved 

the purchase of the flags and bases. Bruce will buy the items and submit the receipt for 

reimbursement from the IAB account.  

 

Discussion Items: 
 

a. IAB Retreat recap 

Members to email Michelle Persante in the next 14 days with all the countries they have 

visited and/or lived in and all languages they speak. 

 

b. Mayor Faulconer’s office – Don Giaquinto 

Don reported a group from Hong Kong visited to talk with the Mayor about the economy. 

Three Hungarian diplomats met with City staff.  

 

c. Friendship Cities Program (FCP) – activities and assignments per FCP procedures 

Don stated that there is great interest in pushing this objective forward, and it gives the IAB a 

concrete purpose. IAB members again expressed their support. One question is about which 

cities to designate as a “friendship” city.  Since this draft policy is merely a guideline for 

establishing friendship cities, the Board will have discretion to determine cities. Future 

interns could research cities. Some suggestions expressed by members were the Philippines, 

Cochin in India, Bora Bora, and Palau.  

It is important to note that the friendship cities program will be separate from the sister cities 

program, which has their own national guidelines. The IAB will set criteria for friendship 

cities, and it doesn’t necessarily have to align with the Sister City program.  

Next months agenda: form executive committee to identify possible friendship cities. 

 

d. Intern Program review: Board usage for board activities – Patricia Waller 

Patricia has been getting many resumes from local universities, but wants to get feedback 

from the IAB first in terms of available projects and workload. Chair Bruce Abrams stated 

that two to three interns will probably be a good number, given new projects that are coming 

up and the annual report will also have to be completed. 

 

Bruce also reiterated that all work assignments for interns go through the Chair, then copied 

to Emily Hill and Patricia, who should both be cc’d.  IAB is looking for students from 

different backgrounds (law and other), as well as students who can write well and be able to 

write letters and correspond with community members. 

 

e. IAB presentation at an HPR Board meeting – Emiliano Aragon 
It is important for the IAB to interact with various groups to gain exposure.  Since we have 

an existing relationship with the HPR, IAB could possibly make a formal presentation at an 

HPR board meeting regarding the IAB’s functions and interests. 

 

Board Chair Report:  Bruce Abrams 

Bruce reiterated the hierarchy of the interns/ volunteers. Patricia is the point person, next is 

Emily, who is the volunteer coordinator and speaker coordinator. Then, is Michelle, who 

supports Emily in creating documents. Jyothsna does the minutes and agenda.  
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If an item is not on the agenda, it cannot be brought up at a meeting. Minutes are sent to Bruce 

the Monday after the meeting, and the Agenda is drafted 10 days later, so Members must let 

Bruce and the interns know if they would like to add an item to the agenda.  

 

Bruce requested feedback regarding whether to have the next retreat in January or August.  He 

thought that Darnell was a very effective coordinator.  Board members concurred. 

Agenda for Next Month: go over retreat with more specifics and what IAB can implement.  

 

Announcements:  
Update on House of Nigeria (Jyothsna Konda) – will help to make connections. 

Michelle Persante: The IRT Letter of Recognition can be modified to include other activities the 

IRT does, then finalized.  Need further discussion regarding presenting the letter in November. 

Jordan Marks works with Mark Arabo regarding the state of the Syrian refugees.  He will send 

more information to the interns. 

If members would like to request a speaker, email Emily, as well as copy Bruce and Kathy. 

 

Report of member activities:  

Members are to send in their activities report by next month. It’s important to note all activities 

in which Members were present, and participated.  

 

Adjournment:  3:28 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting:  October 8, 2015; 2- 3:30 p.m.   

 

 

Questions or comments contact: Adrienne Turner at 619.236.6364 or email at 

aturner@sandiego.gov 
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