
 
City of San Diego City Charter 
 
Article V 
 
Section 42: Membership Selection 
 

The appointing authority in selecting appointees to commissions, boards, 
committees or panels shall take into consideration sex, race and geographical area 
so the membership of such commissions, boards, committees or panels shall 
reflect the entire community. 
(Amendment voted 04-15-1947; effective 05-01-1947.) 
(Amendment voted 09-17-1963; effective 02-11-1964.) 
(Repeal voted 11-04-1969; effective 01-29-1970, language was moved to  
Section 41.) 
(Addition voted 11-6-1973; effective 12-7-1973.) 

 
Section 43: Advisory Boards and Committees 
 
(a)  The City Council may by ordinance create and establish advisory boards. Such 

boards shall be advisory to the Mayor, Council or City Manager as may be 
designated by ordinance. All members of such boards shall be appointed by the 
Mayor with Council confirmation, and the terms of office of such members may 
extend beyond the elective term of the appointing Mayor. The members of such 
boards shall serve without compensation and it shall be their duty to consult and 
advise with the Mayor, Council or City Manager, as the case may be, but not to 
direct the conduct of any Department or Division. Members of such advisory 
boards shall be limited to a maximum of eight (8) consecutive years in office and 
an interval of four (4) years must pass before such persons can be reappointed. 

 
(b)  The Mayor, City Council or City Manager may create and establish citizens’ 

committees. Such committees shall be created and established only for the 
purpose of advising on questions with clearly defined objectives, and shall be 
temporary in nature, and shall be dissolved upon the completion of the objectives 
for which they were created. Committee members shall serve without 
compensation. 

 
(c)  Whenever under the provisions of this Charter or ordinance the Mayor is vested 

with authority to appoint the members of boards or committees and does not take 
such action within forty-five (45) days after the board or committee has been 
established or a vacancy occurs, then the Council shall make such appointments. 
The Council may remove committee and board members by vote of a majority of 
the members of the Council. 
(Amendment voted 09-17-1963; effective 02-11-1964.) 
(Amendment voted 11-04-1969; effective 01-29-1970.) 
(Portions of this section formerly in Section 43.1.) 



(Amendment voted 11-08-1988; effective 04-03-1989.) 
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Section 55: Park and Recreation 
 
The City Manager shall have the control and management of parks, parkways, 
plazas, beaches, cemeteries, street trees, landscaping of City-owned property, golf 
courses, playgrounds, recreation centers, recreation camps and recreation 
activities held on any City playgrounds, parks, beaches and piers, which may be 
owned, controlled or operated by the City. The City Council shall by ordinance 
adopt regulations for the proper use and protection of said park property, 
cemeteries, playgrounds and recreation facilities, and provide penalties for 
violations thereof. The Manager is charged with the enforcement of such 
regulations. 
 
All real property owned in fee by the City heretofore or hereafter formally 
dedicated in perpetuity by ordinance of the Council or by statute of the State 
Legislature for park, recreation or cemetery purposes shall not be used for any but 
park, recreation or cemetery purposes without such changed use or purpose 
having been first authorized or later ratified by a vote of two-thirds of the 
qualified electors of the City voting at an election for such purpose. However, real 
property which has been heretofore or which may hereafter be set aside without 
the formality of an ordinance or statute dedicating such lands for park, recreation 
or cemetery purposes may be used for any public purpose deemed necessary by 
the Council. 
 
Whenever the City Manager recommends it, and the City Council finds that the 
public interest demands it, the City Council may, without a vote of the people, 
authorize the opening and maintenance of streets and highways over, through and 
across City fee-owned land which has heretofore or hereafter been formally 
dedicated in perpetuity by ordinance or statute for park, recreation and cemetery 
purposes.  
 
The City Manager shall also have charge of the management, control, 
preservation, regulation, improvement and embellishment of all public burial 
grounds and cemeteries belonging to the City, and the sale of lots therein. At least 
twenty percent of the net proceeds from the sale of all cemetery lots shall be 
deposited with the City Treasurer and be kept in a fund to be known as the 
Cemetery Perpetuity Fund. This fund shall be administered by the Funds 
Commission and shall be invested in such income-producing securities as the 
Funds Commission may decide. The principal of the perpetuity fund (subject to 
such accretion or diminution as may result from investing the same) shall not 
be available for meeting expenses for maintenance or upkeep of the cemeteries in 
any manner whatsoever. All income derived from the investment of the moneys in 
said perpetuity fund, together with the balance of the sale price of said lots not 
placed in the perpetuity fund, shall be expended in the maintenance and upkeep of 
the cemeteries and the perpetual care and upkeep of all graves and lots in said 



cemeteries; provided, however, that if in any one year such income is more than 
needed for the purpose of such maintenance, upkeep and perpetual care the 
Council may direct that the excess over and above that needed as above provided 
may be used for any other municipal purpose. If the income from said investments 
of said perpetuity fund and the balance of the sale price of said lots each year are 
not sufficient to maintain the cemeteries and to provide perpetual care and upkeep 
of all graves and lots in said cemeteries the Council shall annually appropriate 
from other revenues an amount sufficient to enable the City to provide perpetual 
care and upkeep of all graves and lots in the cemeteries. 
(Amendment voted 04-22-1941; effective 05-08-1941.) 
(Amendment voted 03-11-1947; effective 03-24-1947.) 
(Amendment voted 04-21-1953; effective 05-29-1953.) 
(Amendment voted 09-17-1963; effective 02-11-1964.) 
(Amendment voted 11-04-1975; effective 12-01-1975.) 

 
Section 55.1: Mission Bay Park - Restrictions upon Commercial 
Development 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter to the contrary, the total land 
and water area of all leases in Mission Bay Park shall not exceed twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the total dedicated land area or six and one-half percent (6.5%) 
of the total dedicated water area respectively of the park without such lease being 
authorized or later ratified by vote of 2/3’s of the qualified electors of the City 
voting at an election for such purpose. 
(Amendment voted 11-03-1987; effective 12-17-1987.) 
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Article VII 
 
Section 77a: Provisions for Zoological Exhibits 
 

The Council shall levy annually, in addition to all other taxes provided for in this 
Charter, not less than two cents ($0.02) on each one hundred dollars ($100.00) of 
the assessed valuation of the real and personal property within the City, to be used 
exclusively for the maintenance in Balboa Park of zoological exhibits. 

 
Whenever the Council deems it to be for the best interests of the City, the Council 
may enter into a contract, upon such terms and conditions as the Council may 
prescribe, for the maintenance in Balboa Park of zoological exhibits, with any 
organization formed primarily for the purposes of maintaining zoological gardens 
and zoological exhibits and conducting general zoological work; and may make 
available to such organization the proceeds of the special tax levy provided for in 
this section. 
(Addition voted 11-06-1934; effective 01-21-1935.) 
(Amendment voted 04-22-1941; effective 05-08-1941.) 
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Article VII 
 
Section 103.1a: Environmental Growth Fund 
 

There is hereby created a fund in the City Treasury, to be known as the 
Environmental Growth Fund. Into this fund each year there shall be placed 25 
percent of all moneys derived from the revenues accruing to the City from any 
franchises for the transmission and distribution of gas, electricity and steam 
within the City of San Diego. 
 
The Environmental Growth Fund shall be used exclusively for the purpose of 
preserving and enhancing the environment of the City of San Diego in whatever 
manner is deemed appropriate by the City Council of The City of San Diego; 
provided, however, that two-thirds of the moneys paid into the Environmental 
Growth Fund shall be used exclusively as debt service for bonds of any nature 
issued for the acquisition, improvement and maintenance of open space to be used 
for park or recreational purposes. In connection with the issuance of any general 
obligation bonds for the acquisition, improvement and maintenance of open space 
to be used for park or recreational purposes, the Council may pledge up to two-
thirds of the Environmental Growth Fund to the payment or security of such 
general obligation bonds and the interest thereon and may so state in any 
ordinance calling an election authorizing the issuance of said general obligation 
bonds. If there are no such bonds outstanding or if two-thirds of the moneys paid 
into the Environmental Growth Fund exceed the amount necessary to service any 
outstanding bonds issued for the above purposes in any fiscal year, then in those 
events, and those events only, the moneys set aside for debt service of said bonds 
or that portion of said moneys which is not needed for debt service of said bonds, 
shall be used, if at all, exclusively for the purpose of preserving and enhancing the 
environment of the City of San Diego in whatever manner is deemed appropriate 
by the City Council of The City of San Diego. 
(Addition voted 06-06-1972; effective 08-03-1972.) 
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