
Questions or inquiries about special group tours? Please contact Park Rangers at 
(619) 235-5935.  

 SERRA  

MUSEUM 

The Serra Museum 

has been managed 

by the San Diego 

Historical Society since opening its doors in 

1929.  

For general information about the Serra Mu-

seum and programs, please call (619) 297-

3258.  

To plan a function at the Serra Museum or log-

gia, please call the Site Rental Coordinator at 

619-232-6203 extension 109. Website: 

www.sandiegohistory.org  

“ W e  e n r i c h  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  q u a l i t y   
p a r k s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ”  

 

 

 

EVENTS 

    Interested in having a spe-

cial event or an outdoor wed-

ding in Presidio Park? Please 

call the Permit Center at (619) 

235-1169.  

 

    You can also visit the 

following website to view 

availability and options: 

 

www.sandiego.gov/park-

and-recreation/general-

info/bestsites.shtml. 

 

F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

AS A RECIPIENT OF FEDERAL FUNDS, THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO CANNOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST ANYONE ON THE BASIS OF 
RACE, COLOR, CREED, SEX, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN OR ANCESTRY, RELIGION, PREGNANCY, PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABIL-

ITY, VETERAN STATUS, MARITAL STATUS, MEDICAL CONDITION, GENDER (TRANSSEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER), SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION, AS WELL AS ANY OTHER CATEGORY PROTECTED BY FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL LAWS. IF ANYONE BELIEVES 
HE OR SHE HAS BEEN DISCRIMINATED AGAINST, HE OR SHE MAY FILE A COMPLAINT ALLEGING THE DISCRIMINATION WITH 
EITHER THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT [CONTACT DISTRICT MANAGER (619) 235-1124] OR 
THE OFFICE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240. THIS INFORMATION 

IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE FORMATS UPON REQUEST. PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER. 

 
Balboa Park Administration Building 

2125 Park Blvd.  

San Diego, CA 92101 

Phone number: (619) 235-1100 

www.sandiego.gov 

SPECIAL POINTS 

OF INTEREST: 

(look for answers inside) 
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The  
Chapel 

 
 

 
 
 

C
IT

Y
 O

F
  

S
A

N
 D

IE
G

O
 

Q U A R T E R L Y :                   J U N E  2 0 0 9  

V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  2  

P R E S I D I O  P A R K  
R A N G E R  R E P O R T  

Inside this 

issue 

Contact info  

Things to know...and 

other interesting 

items 

Botanical 

Historical 
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 In 1783, two cannons were cast in the Philippines, 
specifically Manila, for the purpose of being mounted on a 
seafaring war ship, which they were. Eventually arriving in San 
Diego, the two cannons were removed; placed strategically at 
Ft. Guijarros (Ballast Point), where they guarded the entrance 
to San Diego harbor until 1838, whereupon one of them was 
moved to what is now Old Town.  

 There are several varying accounts regarding the des-
tiny of the cannon which had not been moved. One story sug-
gests it remained at Ballast Pt. for a period of time, eventually 
making its last stand on a roof top of a downtown building in 
the 1920's. Apparently during the night prior to a large festival, 
several young men "plugged" the cannon, lit it and exploded the 
cannon, scattering shards of metal all over downtown streets. 
Another indicates that it was dumped into the deepest part of 
San Diego Bay, being discarded as useless. However, both 
cannons were given names. The one not moved to Old Town 
was termed "El Capitan". The other, which in 1838 now sat in 
the Old Town Plaza, was called "El Jupiter".  

 This cannon was used both as a public whipping post 
and a horse hitch. At some point it was positioned perpendicu-
larly rather than horizontally.  This may have occurred in 1880, 
when during the wedding celebration of Town Constable Jim 
Russell and bride Ida Bosserman overzealous revelers packed 
the cannon with too much powder causing it to crack when it 
was lit, thus rendering it inoperable. 

 Although the cannon was stationed in the Plaza in 
1838 as well as 1880, it did not spend all those years in the 
Plaza. In 1847, Commodore Robert Stockton placed "El Jupi-
ter" on the Fort he had constructed, high atop the hill overlook-
ing Old Town and San Diego Bay. Previous to this post, "El 
Jupiter" sat for several years in the Plaza of Old Town under 
the Mexican Flag. Very shortly (a matter of months) after the 
cannon was placed in what would become Presidio Park, the 
Treaty with Mexico was signed and ratified. (continued) 

E L   C A P I T A N   A N D   E L  
J U P I T E R  



P R E S I D I O  P A R K  R A N G E R - L E D  T O U R S  

     Join a Park Ranger every second Sunday of the month for a free tour of Presidio Park. The 
Ranger will discuss the history of Presidio Park and its relevance to the area, horticulture, ar-
cheology and more. All designed to give you a greater understanding and appreciation of this 
beautiful park. Please meet outside the entrance of the Serra Museum at 1pm.     

The Krantz Aloe can be found flourishing in Presidio Park. At the very top of the park 
where the American Flag flies, you can find an old stand of Aloe, which surrounds the 
former Ft. Stockton like a corral.  
There are hundreds of types of aloe in the world but this species is a native of South 
Africa. It is unique because of its ability to thrive both at sea level and on mountain 
tops. 

In South Africa over the centuries, stands of these aloes, which reach heights of 9 feet 
have been used to control livestock, grown into large circular stands effectively creating 
a corral. So while in Presidio Park, take time to visit our Ft. Stockton corral. 
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Photo courtesy of Meredith French 

Protection of the harbor from Mexican forces no longer being necessary, "El 
Jupiter" was once again brought down and placed in the Old Town Plaza, this 
time under the American Flag.  

 During the early 1950's, the cannon was returned to Ft. Stockton and 
placed near the current location of the "base", where it gave testament of all the 
history to which it played a role. 

 In the early 1980’s, due to repeated and destructive vandalism, "El 
Jupiter" (just the cannon, not the base) was removed from Ft. Stockton, and 
placed inside the nearby Serra Museum, where it is still today, cared for by the 
San Diego Historical Society. 

E L  C A P I T A N  A N D  E L  J U P I T E R — C O N ’ T  

F E A T U R E D  P L A N T :  A L O E  A R B O R E S C E N S  

Questions—Comments? Let us 

know your thoughts. (619) 235-

5935 

PLEASE BE ADVISED 
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The Chapel 

 

Within the walls 
erected by George 
Marston you can 
find the outline of 

an old church. 
Look closely and 
you can almost 

make out the pews, 
baptismal and the 

front door. Imagine 
the flurry of activ-

ity  in the plaza 
during the heydays 

of the 1820’s.  
 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST:(answers) 

 

CURRENT VOLUNTEERS 
Stein Education Centers: 

 

This volunteer group pro-
vides litter abatement sev-
eral times a week through-
out the park and their help 

is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

Presidio Plant ID. Project: 
The project continues to 

move forward...as we 
close in on three years-

worth of work. Much has 
been accomplished yet 

there is much to do. 
GPS/GIS has arrived! A 
special thanks to our 
“core” group!....stay 

tuned…. 
 
 

 
The Scenery 

Presidio Park must be one 
of the loveliest places in the 

City. Filled with beautiful 
vistas and colorful scenes. 

• Smoking is ILLEGAL in all of San 

Diego’s parks and beaches. 

• Please keep your park clean.  

• Do not stake anything into the 

ground.  No metal detectors. 

• Please do not feed the wildlife. It is 

not beneficial to them. 

• Camping in the park is not allowed.  

• Please stay on designated 

trails.  

It is prohibited for People or pets 

to be off trail. Staying on the 

trail preserves the park. 

• Jump-for-Joys are not allowed. 

• Dogs must be leashed at 
all times. 

H E L P F U L  H I N T S  
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O T H E R  I N T E R E S T I N G  I T E M S . . .   


