
 
 

DATE ISSUED: April 29, 2011  REPORT NO: 101 

 

ATTENTION: Park and Recreation Board 

 Agenda of May 19, 2011 

 

SUBJECT: San Diego Museum of Art Display of Calder Artwork  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Issue – Should the Park and Recreation Board recommend approval of the extended 

display period for the Calder sculpture at the San Diego Museum of Art? 

 

Director’s Recommendation – Recommend approval of the extended display period for 

the Calder sculpture at the San Diego Museum of Art. 

 

Other Recommendations – The following groups have reviewed and considered the 

proposed project.  Actions taken and recommendations made by these groups are listed 

under Discussion below. 

 

Balboa Park Committee 

 

Fiscal Impact – Funding for installation, maintenance and de-installation of the artwork 

will be the responsibility of the San Diego Museum of Art. 

 

Water and Energy Conservation Status – The proposed display of the Calder artwork 

complies with all water and energy conservation guidelines contained in Council Policy 

200-14. 

 

Environmental - This activity is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to State 

CEQA Guidelines Sections 15311 (c), Accessory Structures, and Section 15331, Historic 

Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation. 
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BACKGROUND 

 

The San Diego Museum of Art (SDMOA) is located on the north side of the Plaza de Panama in 

the center of Balboa Park.  The main building was constructed in 1926 as the Fine Arts Palace 

and has served as an art museum ever since (with the exception of Naval Hospital occupation 

during the 1940’s).  The building was designed by renowned Architect William Templeton 

Johnson, and is a contributing element to the Park’s National Historic Landmark District. 

 

In June of 2009 the SDMOA installed an artwork titled “Spinal Column” by Alexander Calder.  

Staff subsequently informed the SDMOA of the requirements for displaying artwork in public 

spaces.  While the artwork is located within the SDMOA leasehold, it is in an area readily visible 

to the public and considered a public space.  An application was then processed through the 

City’s Commission for Arts and Culture for a temporary display of the artwork.  The Balboa 

Park Committee was notified as an information item in September of 2009. 

 

In accordance with the original permit the artwork was to be installed from June 28, 2009 to June 

14, 2010.  That date has lapsed, and the SDMOA wishes to extend the exhibit to June 14, 2012. 

 

The City of San Diego Municipal Code, Chapter 2, Article 6, Division 7, Article 26.0722 

specifies no artworks shall be contracted for, exhibited on or erected on public spaces without 

review and approval by the Commission for Arts and Culture and staff.  Commission for Arts 

and Culture staff have a Department Instruction (DI) that extends the review process to Park and 

Recreation staff and its advisory bodies when the artwork is to be located on park land.  Park and 

Recreation staff consults with Historic Resources staff and Environmental Analysis Section staff 

as appropriate for the proposal. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

The artwork has been on display since June of 2009.  No additional work or physical impact to 

the Park is required to continue the exhibit.  Upon de-installation the SDMOA will be 

responsible for restoring the site back to its original condition, which will entail patching of holes 

in the pavement used to secure the artwork. 

 

Historical Resources staff has reviewed the proposal and has no issues provided the artwork is 

de-installed on the date specified in the application to the Commission for Arts and Culture (June 

14, 2012). 

 

On April 7, 2011 The Balboa Park Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the 

extension of the Calder artwork at the SDMOA. 

 









 




