
San Diego Canyonlands 
Dedication – Public Vetting Process 

www.sdcanyonlands.org 
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Dedication of City Lands 
 

City Council has the authority to Dedicate City-owned lands. 

Protects City ownership and provides reliable OS preservation & 
recreational opportunities within our communities. 

Reversal requires 2/3 vote of electorate. 

 “Designated” OS has no formal protection  can be sold, converted, or 
transferred. 

Provides framework for future planning as City grows. 

  NO additional maintenance requirements and      
  NO additional cost for maintenance. 
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Council Policy 700-17 (V)(c) 
Allows For Roads & Utilities  

Roads: 
City Charter Section 55 authorizes City Council to 
approve roads through dedicated land. 

 
Utilities: 

“For open space park land, reservation of the City 
Council’s authority to establish easements for utility 
purposes in, under, and across the dedicated property so 
long as such easements and the facilities to be located 
therein do not significantly interfere with the park and 
recreational use of the property.” 



Planning & Protecting Land Form 

 1968 - SD City Planning Department Report laid 
groundwork for Open Space in San Diego  

 1973 - Plan for Preservation of Natural Parks for San 
Diego (1979 Progress Guide Open Space Element) 

 1978 - Proposition C (steep slopes, lot splits & purchases) 

 Steep Hillside Ordinance 

 Environmentally Sensitive Lands (ESL) 

 1990s MSCP & MHPA -Multiple Species/Habitat 
Conservation 

 2008 General Plan 
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General Plan Criteria 

Urban Design Element 

A.1   Preserve and protect natural landforms and features. 

(a) Protect the integrity of community plan designated open space 
areas 

(b) Continue to implement the MSCP to conserve San Diego’s natural 
environment and create a linked open space system.  Preserve 
and enhance remaining naturally occurring features such as 
wetlands, riparian zones, canyons, and ridge lines. 

 

A.2  Open Space Linkages 

 Use open space and landscape to define and link communities. 

 



General Plan Criteria 

Conservation Element   

B.1   Protect and conserve the landforms, canyon lands, 
and open space that: 

-  Define the City’s urban form 

- Provide public views/vistas 

- Serve as core biological areas and wildlife linkages 

- Are wetlands habitats 

- Provide buffers within and between communities 

- Or provide recreational opportunities. 



Protect and conserve the landforms, 
canyon lands, and open space that: 

-  Define the City’s urban form 

- Provide public views/vistas 

- Serve as core biological areas and 
wildlife linkages 

- Are wetlands habitats 

- Provide buffers within and 
between communities 

- Or provide recreational 
opportunities. 

General Plan CE.B.1 



Dedication History 
2006     

• SD Civic Solutions (many now with SDCL)  
> White Paper Presentation at Natural Resources & Culture 
> Park & Rec. Staff reported >17,000 acres ripe for dedication 

2007 
• 6,600 acres dedicated. Mayor Sanders sponsored and Senator 

Kehoe authored state legislation that was ratified by City 
Council.  Process saves >$1 million in entitlement/survey costs. 

• 10,500 acres still require public review 

2009-2010 (SDCL) 
• Reviews 12,327 acres 
• Proposes ~11,433 acres for dedication 

2011-2012 
• SDCL conducts public review 
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Review - Candidate Site Maps 
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www.sdcanyonlands.org 
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Public Review Process 
1. Internal City Review & Communications 

 Park and Recreation  Dept. & Board of Directors, June 2011 

 Park & Rec. Dept. Open Space Division Review Aug./Sept. 2011 

 Park & Rec. Dept. Forwards Proposal to READ & other Depts. 

 Recommends  10,699 acres pending READ & other Dept. review 

 8 City Council Members – Voiced support for State legislation 

 Mayor’s Office - Supported the State Legislation January 5, 2012 

 Three Open Space Canyon Advisory Committee Updates 

 

2. Public Review (Aug 2011 – Sept 2012) 

 Citizen Advisory Committees 

 Community Planning Groups 

 Community Parks Rec. Councils (Areas I and II) 

 

3. Reconcile READ recommendations with PG recommendations and  
Submit Detailed Report to City Council, Planning Groups and Park & 
Rec Board. 

 

4. Ratification by City Council (November 26 or 27?) 
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Public Review Process 

78 meetings (PGs, CACs, MADs, Rec 
Councils, etc.) 

 

1,600+ members of the public 

 

1,700+ visits to info webpage 
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Not Cleared by Depts. 
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“Outside City Limits” 2,034 acres 
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“Transportation…” Railroad 



“Other Potential Uses” 1,270 acres 
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“Other Potential Uses”, Fairbanks Ranch  
READ 105 acres + Park & Rec. 47 acres 



“Other Potential Uses” SD River Flood 
Channel, Park & Rec. Property 2.35 acres 
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“Encroachments Requiring Resolution” 
647 acres  
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267 acres 



“Encroachments Requiring Resolution” 
647 acres 
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15+ acres, READ Managed, Not reviewed 
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Tecolote  
Canyon 



“Other (No Parcel, Already Dedicated, etc.)” 
 275 acres 
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“Isolated from Other Des/Ded OS or MHPA” 
41 acres 



32 



"No city regrets its acquisition of 
parks, but many cities regret their 
failure to act in time.”   
                                     John Nolen (1908) 
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Los Angeles 



 

San Diego 
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San Diego Canyonlands  
thanks you for your LEADERSHIP 

in conserving our wonderful 
Canyons, Open Spaces & Parklands 

Mayor Sanders 
Senator Christine Kehoe 

City Council Members 
Park & Recreation Dept. & Board 

Open Space Division 

Community Planning Groups 
Citizen Advisory Committees 

Recreation Councils 
 


