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San Diego River Nature Walk 

Sefton Field 

Mission Basilica de San 
Diego de Alcala 

John Nugent’s 



They demonstrate that Mission Valley has some 
hidden gems among the dense housing and 
commercial properties.  

They celebrate the history, nature and youth that 
is part of the richness and fabric of the Mission 
Valley area. 

There are limited options to access two of the sites, the SD 
River and Sefton Park so choices are limited by development 
and nature. Building the pedestrian bridge across the San 
Diego River at the MV YMCA would open up access to Sefton 
field, easier access to the Cottonwood Grove in the Mission 
Valley Preserve and connect the San Diego River Park 
Bike/pedestrian trail with the Mouth of the San Diego 
River/Ocean Beach. 

While the mission Valley area includes a 
wonderful trolley line it lacks a coherent and 
consistent transit, pedestrians and bicycle 
system. Access to the sites can be challenging, 
and dangerous, especially for bike riders and 
pedestrians. 
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Terry Fox’s Path of Discovery – West Mission Valley 

L Union Square Condos on Hazard Center Drive 

F Intermezzo Espresso in Hazard Center 

S Fashion Valley Mall 

E Ultra Star Movie Theater in Hazard Center 

X The River Walk Trail  

N Mission Center Road western view of the river 

R Picnic benches on the south side of the river trail 
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Path of Discovery – West Mission Valley 

What makes your top 3 places special? 

Intermezzo is the only “mom and pop” 
restaurant in Hazard Center and serves 
great coffee, breakfasts, and lunches.  
Mission Center Road looking west provides a 
beautiful view of the river. A new trail under 
CA-163 provides walking or bicycling access 
to Fashion Valley Mall. 

 
How do they contribute to the character of west Mission Valley?  
These places offer opportunities to meet 
with friends and neighbors or to spend time 
exercising or relaxing in nature,  

 

Why did you choose the path you drew between special 
places? 

You can reach all these places by walking 
or bicycling—no car is necessary. There is 
also easy access to Hazard Center and 
Fashion Valley by bus or trolley. 

 
What are some of the challenges you faced along the way? 
After taking the river trail under CA-163, 
the area between the underpass and the 
mall is not pedestrian friendly and also 
floods during heavy rains. Also, when 
Avenida del Rio floods there is no way to 
cross the river to the south side of the 
river trail.  



 



 



 

David Norvell’s 



 



Nate Smith’s 





 

Rebecca Sappenfield’s 



 



Ryan Holborn’s 



Ryan Holborn’s 



Maria Ye’s 





 

Wendy Ledford’s  
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