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9. Noise

CONTENTS: MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC, RAIL NOISE, AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY NOISE

GOALS

- A community with acceptable noise levels

DISCUSSION

The Noise Element provides goals and policies to guide compatible land uses as well as the incorporation of noise attenuation
measures for new uses to protect people living and working in the San Ysidro community from excessive noise. Because the
application of policies related to noise is similar across communities, the General Plan provides the main policy considerations

addressing this issue.

Noise-sensitive land uses are locations where the presence of unwanted sound could adversely affect the use of the land. These
include residences, schools, lodging, libraries, religious facilities, nursing homes, playgrounds and parks. San Ysidro is an urban
community with a variety of land uses as well as proximity to the busiest Land Port of Entry and major transportation facilities. The
main sources of unwanted sound in the community are related to rail and freeway operations. Heavily travelled streets as well as

certain activities associated with commercial and industrial land uses have the potential to generate unwanted noise.
Figure NE-1 Noise Contours Map illustrates the future noise contours from freeways and major roads in the community.

Community Noise Equivalent Level or CNEL is the noise rating scale used for land use compatibility. The CNEL rating represents
the average of equivalent noise levels, measured in A-weighted decibels (dBA), at a location for a 24-hour period, with upward
adjustments added to account for increased noise sensitivity in the evening and night periods. The A-weighted filter places a greater

emphasis on frequencies within the range of the human ear. The General Plan provides compatibility guidelines for evaluating land
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uses based on noise levels. The community is largely residential so noise effects on residential land uses are a broad concern.
However, noise effects on other sensitive receptors are also important. Per the General Plan, residential uses are compatible at
locations with an exterior noise exposure at or below 65dB with standard construction methods attenuating interior noise below
45db. Multi-family residential may be allowed at locations with an exterior noise exposure at or below 70 dBA if additional sound
attenuation measures are included to reduce the interior noise levels to 45 dB. Typical attenuation measures are addressed in the

General Plan.

9.1 MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC, RAIL, AND COMMERCIAL NOISE
Motor Vehicle Traffic Noise

Vehicle traffic noise is directly related to the traffic volume, speed, and mix of vehicles. The three freeways that surround the
community (State Route 905, Interstates 5 and 805) are the primary sources of motor vehicle noise within the community. Because
commercial trucks generate more noise than cars and light trucks they can have a proportionately greater noise impact. Potential

sources of truck traffic are the commercial and industrial areas in the community.

The Port of Entry poses to be a central source for motor vehicle noise. The sheer volume of traffic crossing the border, idling vehicles

on the freeway or local streets near the Port of Entry, and the buses that service the area make this a notable location for noise.
Rail Noise

The trolley and cargo train both utilize the rail that runs diagonally through the community adjacent to residential uses, parks, open
space, schools, commercial business and the Port of Entry. The rail is a potential source of noise throughout the day impacting many

residents and uses within the community.
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Commercial Activity

Where residential and other sensitive receptor uses are present or proposed, the potential for noise impacts from commercial
activities are important to evaluate, such as deliveries during late night and early morning hours that generate noise that can affect
the nearby residential uses. As new housing is built as part of mixed use projects in the village areas and along Beyer Blvd and San

Ysidro Blvd more attention to site design and noise attenuation will be necessary to reduce nuisances with other uses.

Policies

NE.A-1 Site structures so as to minimize noise and visual impacts from the adjacent freeways and rail while reflecting the lot

configuration of the adjacent neighborhood.

NE.A-2 Reducing the effect from commercial activity noise involves site planning and integrating noise attenuation measures in

new buildings that will reduce interior sound levels. Refer to General Plan Policies NE-E-1 through NE-E6.
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