Figure 22. Montgomery Field Land Use Plan
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AIRPORT ELEMENT - MONTGOMERY FIELD
PRIMARY GOAL
Encourage the provision of “compatible” development in areas adjacent to airport property.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Aviation is inextricably tied to the character and image of Kearny Mesa. Since 1937, when
Montgomery Field's predecessor, Gibbs Field, shared the mesa with cattle and orchards,
airplanes have been a major part of Kearny Mesa.
Montgomery Field encompasses 539 acres and is one of four major aviation, noncommercial,
nonmilitary airports serving San Diego. The other airports are Palomar Airport in Carlsbad,
Gillespie Field in El Cajon, and Brown Field in Otay Mesa. Montgomery and Brown Fields
are City-owned airports administered by the Airport Operations Division of the General
Services Department.
Montgomery Field is the busiest airport in San Diego County in terms of landings and
takeoffs, due in large part to its central location and freeway accessibility. While the airport
does not accommodate commercial airlines because of runway length and weight limitations,
it serves as a base of operation for charter, corporate, executive, flying club, and recreational
uses. The airport operates 24 hours a day with support facilities including an administration
building, control tower, weather station, fuel supplies and heliport.
Montgomery Field, because of its location and size, is one of the predominant land uses in
Kearny Mesa. The Montgomery Field Master Plan recommends “a balanced general aviation
facility” in which the size of the operations are in balance with the capacity of the runway
system to accommodate aircraft activity over the years.
Several issues of special concern to the property owners, residents and employees in Kearny
Mesa and the surrounding communities include noise, approach patterns, crash hazard areas,
and future airport expansion. As shown in Figure 22, the Montgomery Field land use plan
identifies areas for the various components of the airport.
The Airport Operations Division leases airport land in accordance with Council Policy 70010, which sets forth guidelines for leasing City property. Although Montgomery Field is
unzoned, land uses are regulated by the lease contracts. The uses must conform with Federal
Aviation Agency (FAA) requirements, the adopted Montgomery Field Master Plan and the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) as well as with this Plan.
An array of aviation-related uses are located at Montgomery Field. These include aircraft
maintenance and repair services, hangers and tiedown areas, aircraft sales, flight schools, and
a hotel.
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Figure 23. Existing Community Noise Equivalent Level Contours (CNEL)
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Figure 24. Year 2000 Projected Community Noise Level Contours (CNEL)
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Figure 25. Airport Noise/Land Use Compatibility Matrix
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ISSUES
Environmental Factors
The environmental factors that influence the development of Montgomery Field are the
existence of numerous vernal pools on the property and noise and safety considerations from
the aircraft operations.
Vernal Pools
Three separate areas of the airport, collectively encompassing approximately 86 acres, have
been designated as environmentally sensitive (see Figure 22). These areas contain isolated
vernal pools and seasonal wetlands of rare and endangered plant species. The San Diego
Mesa Mint (Pogogyne abramsii) is listed on both state and federal endangered species lists
and is found in moderate frequencies in Montgomery Field vernal pools. The airport Master
Plan and the City's Vernal Pool Preservation Program commits the City to preserve and
protect a minimum of 95 percent of these vernal pools.
Noise and Safety
In accordance with state law, SANDAG, as the Airport Land Use Commission, adopted a
Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) for Montgomery Field in 1984. The purpose of the
CLUP is to identify areas currently or likely to be impacted by aircraft operations at
Montgomery Field. The specific issues addressed in the CLUP are noise and safety. The
CLUP identifies areas around the airport that are, or may become, affected by airport-related
noise that exceeds 60 decibels (CNEL), and areas where development may be an actual or
potential hazard to aerial navigation. This area is designated as the Airport Influence Area
(see Figures 23 and 24). The CLUP also identifies areas of significant risk from aircraft takeoff and landing patterns. These areas are designated as Flight Activity Zones and are within
the Airport Influence Area.
Noise contours around Montgomery Field are based on the Community Noise Equivalent
Level (CNEL). The CNEL describes the daily noise activity based on magnitude, time of day
and frequency of occurrences. Noise levels that exceed 60 CNEL are included within the
Airport Influence Area.
The 60 CNEL contour is defined by the California Noise Insulation Standards as the level at
which mitigation measures are needed to reduce interior noise levels to 45 decibels so as not
to interfere with speech or sleep. The 65 CNEL contour defines the noise level at which
residential uses are not suitable and transient lodging must reduce interior noise levels to 45
decibels. Professional and business offices must mitigate interior noise levels to 50 decibels
at the 65 CNEL threshold. The 70 CNEL marks the threshold that precludes office uses,
churches, and indoor arenas (Figures 25 and 26). Montgomery Field is not projected to
generate noise contours above 70 CNEL because of the limited number and type of aircraft
utilizing the airport.
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Figure 26. Airport Noise/Land Use Compatibility Matrix Implementation Directives
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The Airport Influence Area also identifies areas of significant risk from aircraft takeoff and
landing patterns. These areas are designated in the CLUP as Flight Activity Zones. These
Flight Activity Zones are adjacent to the ends of the runways and are overflown by aircraft
either arriving or departing the airport. The Flight Activity Zones are within Montgomery
Field proper. Low-density land uses are the only compatible uses in these areas (Figure 27).
Additional safety factors related to airport operations are regulated by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). These safety factors are to protect the approach, departure and
circling airspace in the vicinity of airports. The technical description of the safety factors is
detailed in Federal Aviation Regulations, Part 77, and in the Montgomery Field Master Plan.
Urban Design
Montgomery Field is a dominant landmark in Kearny Mesa. No other single use has the
potential to influence the character of the community as much as Montgomery Field. In
addition to the environmental issues just discussed, the physical development of the airport
also has community-wide and regional significance.
Montgomery Field is located between Aero Drive and Balboa Avenue, just east of SR-163
and Kearny Villa Road. The urban design elements proposed for Montgomery Field are
intended to exploit the prominent location of the airport.

POLICIES
• Uses inconsistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for Montgomery Field shall not
be permitted.
• Development on Montgomery Field shall be designed to relate to nearby industrial uses
and be both a community and regional asset.
• Vernal pools on Montgomery Field shall be preserved in accordance with the Vernal Pool
Preservation Program and the Montgomery Field Master Plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS
• The Montgomery Field Master Plan recommends a balanced general aviation facility in
which the size of the operations is balanced with the capacity of the runway system to
accommodate aircraft activity. Similarly, Montgomery Field operations should be
balanced with the existing and future development of Kearny Mesa. Having a dominant
land use at an important entry into the community affords an opportunity to create a strong
community statement. Montgomery Field should define the southern edge of Kearny Mesa
with architecturally integrated buildings, extensive perimeter landscaping and streetscape
amenities.
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Figure 27. Montgomery Field Flight Activity Zones
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• The areas designated as environmentally sensitive should be retained.
• The airport should be attractively designed and well maintained for general aviation use.
Non-runway areas should be developed with airport-related uses, and all operations and
adjacent land uses should conform to FAA regulations and policies.
• Areas around the runway should be landscaped and a planting screen provided along Aero
Drive and Kearny Villa Road.
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