PLAN ELEMENTS

The 01d Town San Diego Community Plan is divided into the following

elements:

1. Historic Conservation
Socio-Economic Consi derations

3. Land Use (Residential, Commercial, Services)

4. Open Space and Recreation

5. Circulation (Auto, Services, Transit, Bikeways, Pedestrian)

6. Public Facilities (Local, State, Federal), Agencies (Sewer, Water
Electric), and Services

1. Urbaﬁ Design (Environmental, Urban, Energy Conservation)

8. Implementation (Myjor Mechanisms, Phasing, Schedule)

Al'l elenments include a background section, and a recommendation section
setting forth the plans, policies, guidelines, and proposals which are key
to the plan's fornulation.
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HISTORIC CONSERVATION

BACKGROUND

The rich historical past of 01d Town San Diego makes this area especially
significant and distinct fromother parts of the Gty. Wthout this
heritage, a tremendous visitor potential would, of course, not exist. It
Is inportant, therefore, to understand this background in order to prepare
a conprehensive plan for the future. While there are many detailed
historical accounts covering the California and San Diego areas, the
principal concern here is in recognizing those aspects of early history
whi ch can be enphasized in future devel opnents within the area.

The following IS a summary description of O d Town San Diego's historical
setting divided into four most conmonly recognized periods.
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AMERI CAN- 1 NDI AN PERI GD - 5,000 B.C TO 1542

The San Diego region was described by the early European explorers as a
Mediterranean arid area, with lush sites along river valleys and marine
environments. The region sustained a good supply of food which in turn
sustained |arge populations of indians. Local indjigenous tribes belonged
to the Hokan-Siouian famly; the earliest known culture is known as the San
Dieguito which was |ater supplanted by the Diegueno culture. A new
mgration in 1,000 B.C of Yuman-speaking indian tribes took place. These
were the early settlers which the Spaniards found in the region on their
arrival on these Tands.

Indian settlenents were of a semi-permanent nature, and were scattered
about the region, primarily near food resources along the coastline and
river valleys. Building materials consisted of pole frames covered with
bark, brush, cattails, or other woven grasses in the shape of a done.
Indian villages, later called "rancherias" by the Spanish, consisted of 40
to 75 dwellings built almost solely for sleeping purposes. Archaeological
evi dence shows that there were several such settlements in and near
downt own San Diego, as well as in Mssion Valley. Early settlements within
the Od Town San Diego connun|tr are probable, due to the site's excellent
geographi ¢ location at the confluence of marine and riverine habitats,

I deal for food gathering.




SPANISH PERIOD - 1542 TO 1821

Prior to the comng of the European, the inhabitants of the area we know as
San Diego were Indirans 1iving in the village of Cosoy. The first European
to appear on the scene was the explorer Juan Rodrigues Cabrillo. He
discovered this land in 1542 and claimed it for Spain. At the time he
named the bay San M guel. The area was not visited again by Europeans for
sixty years until Don Sebastian Vizcaino, who was in charge of a najor
scientific exploratory expedition, entered the harbor in 1602 and renaned
it San Diego Harbor.

The Spanish did 1ittle to settle or develop the area until 1769 when
further col oni zation took place. By that time, the Russians had been
hunting and tradi n? al ong the coastline of California. This discovery,
coupled with the steady advance westward of people from the Anglo- Anerican
col oni es, caused Spain great concern. The Spanish authorities in Mexico
increased colonization efforts in the San Diego area.

“land party of soldiers commanded by Don Gaspar Portola together with

m ssionaries and Indians |ed by Father Junipero Serra arrived in San Diego
n July, 1769, settling in the O d Town San Diego area. Shortly
hereafter, a chapel was constructed and the Presidio built around it.
ather Serra, in (_:onsecratln? the chapel, established the first of many
mssions to be built along the California north coast. Mjor activities
included Christianization of the indians, farmng, and trading.
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MEXI CAN PERICD - 1821 TO 1846

Following the independence of Mexico from Spain in 1821, devel opnent of

bui | di ngs proceeded within the "puebl 0" area approximating the O d Town San
Diego of today. Activities of the 1820's involved continuing efforts to
Christianize Tocal Indians with the economc actmtr based on collecting
and shi pping beef hides and tallowto Mexico, as well as whaling and
seafaring activities on nearby port areas. O d Town San Diego was visited
bg the famous pathfinder and fur trader, Jedediah Smth and his party in
1827. A year later they were again visited by a similar group known as the
"Pattie artﬁ"l\/\ho created considerable i11-will toward Americans primarily
because of their |awess behavior. A diary of william Heath Davis has
survived which gives an account of O d Towr San Diego indicative of the
activities that took place in the 1830's. Davis first visited the area in
1831 and describes it as fol | ows:

"It was quite a 1ively town. At our house, which was a
building of six or eight roons, we entertained many
beaut i f ul Sﬁanlsh wonen at dinners and al so at dancing
parties, The Local Presidio was chosen froma military
point of viewto protect the citizens of this mniature
city fromthe ferocious and savage Indians of those
dars. In the town, the inhabitants, soldiers, and

" citizens numbered between 400 and 500. Quite a large
ﬁl ace. _There was a great deal of gaiety and refinement
ere. The people were the elite of this portion of the
Departnent of California. In the garrison were sone
Mexican and not a f‘ew native Spanish soldiers.”

While San Diego was officially mde a town in 1834, its Eoopul ation did not
continue to grow In fact, by 1840, it nunbered only 140 persons.

Gah
R

Old Town I?{hograph from drawing by J.D. Powell c.1848
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AMERI CAN PERIOD - 1846 TO 1871

The Var of 1846 resulted in the acquisition of California by the United
States. This acquisition helped fulfill the demands of the doctrine of
"Mani fest Destiny".  Shortly following the war, gold was discovered in the

north, bringing hordes of people to California and attracting the attention
of the Nation.

The devel opment of "new town", as it was called, on the site of present
downtown San Diego began in 1850 when California became a State. The
arrival of Alonzo Horton in 1867 and his subsetﬂuent investnents induced a
real estate boom and substantial developnent of downtown San Diego. Gty
records were noved, with considerable objection, fromthe Whaley House in
01d Town San Diego to the downtown area in 1871 This marked a shift of
act|V|t¥] avay from O d Town San Diego and wes perhaps the major single
event that today makes the consideration of development of the State

Historic Park possible. [If 01d Town San Diego had continued to function as
the administrative and economc center of the city, very Tittle, if any,
physical evidence would remain of Mexican and early Anerican development.

Old Town ¢.1867 (J. Henfield)

Exanples of the historic past of Od Town San Dieg'\?El can be found today in
the historic buildings and sites that do exist. ny of these structures
are presentI?/ restored or in the process of restoration. It is unfortunate
and perhaps fragic, that priceless historic buildings have been |ost
forever to newer developments. The following is a partial 1ist of
historical sites according to the historic period to which they belong,
many of these sites have been reconstructed, and are being preserved as
part of the Historical Presidio Park and the State Historic Park.
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SPANISH PERIOD - 1542 TO 1821
1 San Diego Presidio Site

2 Casa de Carrillo

MEXI CAN PERIOD - 1821 TO 1846

3 Casa de Estudillo

4  Fort Stockton Site

5 Casa de Lopez

6 Plaza (Washington Sguare)
]

8

9

Casa de Pedrorena

Casa de Machado de Silvas
Casa de Bandini
10 Casa de Machado Stewart
11 Casa de Pico
12 Adobe chapel of the Inmaculate Conception
13 O d Spanish Cenetery

- Casa de Light and Freeman

- Casa de Wrightington -
AMERI CAN PERIOD - 1846 TO 1871
14 Mason Street School

15 Derby Pendleton House
16 Casa de Altamirano
17 whaley House

18 Gatewood House

- Casa de Rodriguez

Wth this background the follow ng Community Plan provides overall guidance
for the future of Od Town San Diego in a manner that integrates the
physical devel opment elenents of Iand use, circulation and public
facilities Wth a comunity environment which strives to capitalize on the
econom ¢ and cultural value of this historic center of California.
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m Spanish Period
“~ i
\It 2 ) | Mexican Period ".‘
“ 3 ) American Period

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT PERIODS

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recogni zing that the O d Town San Diego historical past should be preserved
for future generations, the following major objective is set forth:

PROMOTE THE RECOGNI TI ON, PRESERVATI ON, RESTORATI ON AND RE- CREATI ON

OF H STORI C SITES AND STRUCTURES WHEREVER FEASI BLE | N SUCH A WAY THAT
THE BUI LDI NGS ARE H STORI CALLY ACCURATE, ECONOM CALLY USEFUL AND IN
GENERAL ACCORD W TH THE ARCHI TECTURE OF THE AREA PRICR TO 1871 IN TERMS
OF HEI GHT, SCALE, MATERIALS, TEXTURE AND COLCR

ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN HI STORIC CORE | N THE | MMEDI ATE

VICINITY OF THE OLD TOM SAN DI EGO PLAZA THAT STRONGLY REFLECTS THE
CHARACTER OF THE TOMW FROM ITS FOUNDI NG TO 1871.
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ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN HSTCRIC CORE IN THE | MVEDI ATE
VICINITY OF THE OLD TOMN SAN DI EGO PLAZA THAT STRONGLY REFLECTS THE
CHARACTER OF THE TOMN FROM ITS FOUNDING TO 1871

To accomplish these objectives, the following proposals are nade:

1. ELIM NATE PRI VATE VEHICULAR TRAFFIC FROM THE H STORIC CCRE. It is
essential that a pedestrian environment be established within the core.

2. ENCOURAGE THE RESTORATI ON AND PRESERVATI ON OF THE EARLY TOWNSCAPE
CHARACTER, 1 NCLUDI NG GROUND PATTERNS, ADOBE COLORED SURFACES AND
TEXTURES W THOUT REQUI RI NG THE EXCLUSI ON OF TREES WHI CH M GHT REPRESENT
A LATER PERIOD. Although the existing tree species within the core may
not be historically correct, they should remain wherever possibie
because their size and age are a ngjor asset to the area.

3. LOCATE NUMEROUS H STORI C STRUCTURES IN THE CORE AREA | NCLUDI NG
STRUCTURES FROM BOTH THE SPANI SH- MEXI CAN PERI CD (1542-1846) AND THE
AMERI CAN PERI OD (1846-1871).  Inclusion of many structures from the
Anmerican period wi |l provide a nmore conprehensive representation of the
early history of San Diego and provide an approxi mate representation of
bui I'di ng density and design of the early town.

4. DI SCOURAGE THE CREATI ON OF PHYSI CAL BARRI ERS BETWEEN THE HI STCRIC
SITES, INCLUDING THE H STORIC CORE AND THE REST CF THE COMMUNITY. NO
FEES SHOULD BE CHARGED TO THE PUBLIC FOR ENTRANCE. It iS essential
that all of Od Town San Diego function as a single entity.

5. EXPAND THE STATE H STORI C PARK TO | NCORPORATE THE AREA NORTH OF JUAN
STREET AND EAST OF TAYLOR STREET TO MASON.  Historical evidence shows
that the earliest settlenents were |ocated within this general area.

DEVELOP AN | NTERPRETIVE EXHIBIT IN PRESIDI O PARK BASED ON
ARCHAEOLOG CAL EVI DENCE FOUND ON-SITE, AND THE H STORY OF THE AREA

The area |ocated between the hilltop at Presidio Park and the O d Town
State Historic Park are of great historical significance, being an integral
part of the site of the first permanent settlement by Europeans in the
\oresent state of California. Hstoric archaeological sites are known to be
ocated in this park area, including approximtely 20 former structures
accordi ng to the Brandes report. Qher historic uses and activities
connected with these public park areas include passageways or traffic
routes between the Presidio and 01d Town San Diego, work areas for the
manufacture of |ime and adobe bricks, tenporary |1ving areas occupied by
Native Anericans, livestock corrals or other agricultural uses. The exact
nature and extent of these varied uses need to be researched and studied
further. This study woul d .surelel take place in the near future, since it
Is an excellent thesis project for graduate students of [ocal history.

Clearly, the retention of these open space park |ands by the Gty of San

Diego Is highly desirable. The nost appropriate use for these park |ands
IS as a historic park providing appropriate historic interpretive exhibits.
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HISTORICAL ELEMENT-RECOMMENDATIONS
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The following proposals are established to fulfill this objective:

1. THE ATY OF SAN DI EGD SHOULD OPEN NEGOTI ATIONS W TH THE SAN DI EGO
H STORI CAL SOOI ETY FCR THE DEVELOPMENT OF LONG RANGE EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRAMS AND PLANS.  These plans should include interpretive research,
gevel opnent and managenent of the City-owned historic sites in the Od
own  area.

2. THE GTY OF SAN DI EGD SHOULD ENTER |NTO AN AGREEMENT WTH THE SAN DI EGO
H STORI CAL SOOI ETY TO CONDUCT | NTERPRETI VE PROGRAMS for school classes
and the public at large on historic sites in the Presidio area and the
Serra nuseum

3. THE TALL SHRUBS AND HEAVY SCREEN PLANTI NG WHI CH ARE LOCATED ON THE
SLOPE ABOVE THE GOLF COURSE SHOULD BE THINNED to reestablish a clear
visual link between O d Town San Diego and the Presidio in conjunction
with the Park and Recreation Master Plan described in #2 and #3.

INSURE THAT W THIN THE AREA OF OLD TOWN SAN DIEGO, THE FEW REMAI NI NG
PHYSI CAL ELEMENTS OF THE HI STORI C PAST ARE PRESERVED AND THAT FUTURE
RESTORATION AND NEW DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES ARE COMPATI BLE.

The following proposals are established to fulfill this objective:

1. THE H STORI CAL SITE BOARD SHOULD CONTI NUE TO DEVELOP RECOMVENDATI ONS
AND PROGRAMS FOR PRESERVATI ON OF HI STORIC STRUCTURES AND SITES. The
purpose and intent of establishing the Hstoric Site Board was "...for
the identification, protection, retention and preservation of historic
sites in The Gty of San Diego." |It, therefore, appears appropriate
that the Board continue to pursue its current efforts to insure the
identification of historical sites.

2. QLD TOM SAN DI EGO SHOULD BE DEVELOPED AS A LI VING, VI ABLE VI LLAGE
COMVUNI TY RATHER THAN AS A MUSEUM PIECE. The 01d Town San Di ego
comunity should serve as a setting for the many activities an
functions appropriate to development objectives and the unique
environmental qualities of the area.
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