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Designated Historical Resources

• More than 260 
Individually 
significant sites

• Two historic 
districts

– Fort Stockton

– Mission Hills



Results of 2007 Uptown Survey

2007 Survey 



Cultural Landscape 
Survey



19 Proposed Geographic Historic Districts

•Arnold & Choate’s
•Dove Street
•Heart of Banker’s Hill
•Horton’s Addition
•Inspiration Heights
•Inspiration View
•John Sherman
•Marston Family
•Marston Hills
•Mission Hills I, II, III
•North Florence Heights
•Northwest Mission Hills
•Park Boulevard Apartment
•Park Edge North
•Presidio Hills
•Robinson Place
•Second Avenue
•West University Heights



Thematic Districts/Multiple Property Listings

• Bungalow Court and Apartments

• 1900-1960; 144 potential resources

• Spanish Colonial Revival, Contemporary, Minimal Traditional

• Kate Sessions

• 1892-1925; horticultural influence

• Four sites: Sixth Avenue, Lark Street, Mission Hills Nursery Site, 
Balboa Park Nursery Site

• Modernism

• 1935 to Present; 433 potential resources

• Victorian Era

• 1871-1918; 474 potential resources



Potential Land Use Conflicts



Scope of Current Uptown Survey

• Previous Surveys

• 2007 Survey

• 1993 Uptown Cultural Resource Inventory

• Historic Context

• Fieldwork

• Public Participation

• Survey Report

• Workshops and Meetings with Historical Resources 
Board



Scope of  Current Uptown Survey

Data from 2007 that will be used

• Architectural Style and Date of Construction

• Potential geographic historic district 
boundaries with contributors and non-
contributors

• Thematic Historic Districts

• Multiple-property listings

• Potential Conservation Areas

• Cultural Landscape Survey

• Identified potential Land Use Conflicts



Scope of Current Uptown Survey

DData from 2007 that will not be usedl not be used

• Historic context

• Status Codes

• Individual determinations

 Over 45 year review process



Historic Context

Narrative that describes the broad patterns of 
historical development in a community that may 
be represented by its built environment.

– National Park Service



Uptown Context

Themes

• Railroad Boom and Early Residential Development: 1885 
– 1909

• Panama-California Exposition and Streetcar Suburbs: 
1909 – 1929

• Great Depression and World War II: 1929 – 1948

• Suburbanization, Automobile, and Modernism: 1948 –
1970

• Neighborhood Revitalization: 1970 - present



Railroad Boom and Early Residential 
Development: 1885 - 1909



Railroad Boom and Early Residential 
Development: 1885 - 1909



Panama-California Exposition and 
Streetcar Suburbs: 1909 – 1929

• Single-family Residential 
• Multi-family housing
• Commercial
• Institutional



Panama-California Exposition and 
Streetcar Suburbs: 1909 – 1929



Great Depression and World War II: 
1929 – 1948

• Slow down in construction
• Single-family and Multi-family Residential
• Infrastructure improvements



Suburbanization, Automobile, and 
Modernism: 1948 - 1970

• Single-family and Multi-family Residential
• Commercial
• Institutional



Suburbanization, Automobile, and 
Modernism: 1948 - 1970



• Influence of gay community
• Residential infill
• Revitalization of business districts

Neighborhood Revitalization: 1970 - present



Community Feedback

• Potential Historic Districts

• Allen Terrace Subdivision

• Avalon Heights/North Rim area

• Wm. Wesley Whitson’s “Hillcrest Tract”

• Addition to Inspiration Heights

• Albatross District

• Hillcrest Shopping District

• Hillcrest LGBT Influence Area

• Irving Gill

• Sixth Avenue



Community Feedback

• Potential Historic Districts (continued)

• Lincoln St Annex to W. Univ Hts

• Educational Complex

• Individual Sites/Areas

• Far West Savings Building

• Teachers Training Annex & SDUSD Site

• Egyptian & Requa Bungalow Court

• Hillcrest Sign

• Rug Store

• Upas Apartment Building



Questions?



Conservation AreasConservation Areas – What are they?

• Areas with distinct physical characteristics that may 
not meet local criteria for historic district designation

• Possess desirable elements that warrant 
conservation often at neighborhood  scale

• Often reflect historic development patterns, 
architectural styles, site layout,  and other identifiable 
attributes

• Typically designed to preserve neighborhood 
character rather than historic structures



Conservation Areas
Conservation Areas – Community Plan Update Process

• General Plan Policies – Historic Preservation Element

• Integrate historical and cultural resources in the 
planning process and use Conservation Areas as 
tools to complement community character

• General Plan Policies – Urban Design Element
• Create design guidelines as an implementation tool 

to review projects within conservation areas.
• Historic Survey

• Map potential areas that do not meet designation 
criteria

• Identify characteristics
• Urban Design Consultant

• Map community characteristics
• Prepare design guidelines



Conservation AreasConservation Areas – How are they established?

• At time of CPU adoption or following planning 
process

• Role of Community members

• Role of property owners

• Is a Council Policy warranted or do adequate tools 
already exist



Conservation AreasConservation Areas – How are they implemented?

• Zoning action (CPIOZ)

• Design Guidelines for new construction, alterations

• Thresholds for ministerial and discretionary reviews

• Overlap or distinct from historic districts

• Allow creativity 

• Stimulate infill projects















Community Input

• Potential Conservation Areas

• Several areas within University 
Heights

• Greater Mission Hills

• Urban Design Guidelines

• Draft Council Policy on Conservation 
Areas



Questions?


