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STATE Of CALI FORNIA-CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY EDMUND G BROWN Jr.. Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT I I 
4050 TAYLOR STREET, MS 240 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92110-27 14 
PHONE (6 19) 688-6960 Flex your power! 
FAX (6 19) 688-4299 Be energy efficient! 
HY 7 11 
www.dot.ca.gov 

June 20,2014 

Ms. Myra Herrmann 
City of San Diego 
1222 First Avenue, MS-501 
San Diego, CA 921 01 

Dear Ms. Herrmann: 

11-SD-VAR 
(5, 15, 94, 805) 

Southeastern San Diego and En canto CPU s 
NOP 

SCH 2014051075 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) appreciates the opportunity to comment 
on the City of San Diego (City)'s Notice ofPreparation (NOP) for the Southeastern San Diego 
and Encanto Community Plan Updates Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The two 
concurrent Community Plan Updates serve an area that is served by Interstate 5 (I-5), Interstate 
805 (I-805), State Route 15 (SR-15), and State Route 94 (SR-94). The area also includes the 
areas studied for the National Avenue Master Plan and the Southeastern Euclid Corridor Plan 
(since renamed Euclid Gateway Corridor Plan), each of which were funded by a Caltrans 
Environmental Justice Transportation Planning grant. 

Caltrans would like to submit the following comments: 

Caltrans recognizes that there is a strong link between transportation and land use. Development 
can have a significant impact on traffic and congestion on State transportation facilities. In 
particular, the pattern of land use can affect both total vehicle miles traveled and the number of 
trips. Caltrans strongly encourages local agencies to work towards a safe, functional, 
interconnected, multi-modal system. 

Cal trans supports the concept of a local circulation system which is pedestrian, bicycle, and 
transit-friendly in order to enable residents to choose alternative modes of transportation. As a 
result, potential transit mitigation for development impacts should also be analyzed, such as 
improved transit accommodation through the provision of park and ride facilities, bicycle access, 
signal prioritization for transit, or other enhancements which can improve mobility and alleviate 
traffic impacts to State facilities. 

One of Cal trans' ongoing responsibilities is to collaborate with local agencies to avoid, eliminate, 
or reduce to insignificance potential adverse impacts to highway facility operations by local 
development on State highways. The proposed Community Plan Updates may result in future 
land use and development that may increase vehicle trips to State highways that can result in 
potential impacts. 

"Ca/trans improves mobility across California " 
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Therefore, a Traffic Impact Study (TIS) or a lesser level of analysis for specific future land use 
and mobility plans should be conducted to determine potential near-term and long-term impacts 
to the State facilities - existing and proposed - and to propose appropriate mitigation measures. 
Such a study should use as a guideline the Cala·ans Guide for the Preparation of Traffic Impact 
Studies. Minimum contents ofthe traffic impact study are listed in Appendix "A" of the TIS 
guide. The data used in the TIS should not be more than two years old. 

Caltrans endeavors that any direct and cumulative impacts to the State highway system be 
eliminated or reduced to a level of insignificance pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) standards. 

As of January 1, 2011, Assembly Bill1358 requires that any substantive revision of the 
circulation element of a general plan include planning for a balanced multi-modal transportation 
network that meets the needs of all users of streets, roads, and highways in a manner that is 
suitable to the context of the general plan. The Act defines all users as motorists, pedestrians, 
bicyclists, children, persons with disabilities, seniors, movers of commercial goods, and users of 
public transportation. Caltrans supports Complete Streets policies and continues to implement 
our own Complete Streets directive, DD-64-Rl . 

The City should coordinate with Caltrans to implement necessary improvements at intersections 
and interchanges where the agencies have joint jurisdiction, as well as coordinate with Caltrans 
as development proceeds and funds become available to ensure that the capacity of on-/off-ramps 
is adequate. 

For your information, the following projects are planned in the vicinity of the Southeastern San 
Diego and Encanto Community Planning Areas: 

• SR-94/Euclid Avenue Interchange Reconfiguration 
This project aims to improve traffic operations, safety and overall mobility at this 
interchange. The project is a City-led effort, and is currently in the design phase. 

Caltrans last commented on improvements to the SR-94/Euclid Avenue interchange in a 
letter dated January 22, 2009 to the Southeastern Economic Development Corporation, in 
response to the Draft EIR for the Fifth Amendment to the Central Imperial Redevelopment 
Plan. The redevelopment plan included improvements to the SR-94/Euclid Avenue 
interchange as direct mitigation, including signalization of the SR-94 Westbound Off
Ramp/Euclid A venue intersection, and lengthening of the eastbound to southbound merge at 
the SR-94 Eastbound Off-Ramp to Euclid Avenue. 

• SR-94 Express Lanes Project 
This project proposes to construct Express Lanes along SR-94, one in each direction, from 
I-5 to I-805 and a direct connector at I-805 . The Express Lanes will carry high occupancy 
vehicles (HOY) and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). This is included as part of the 2050 San 
Diego Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) developed by the San Diego Association of 
Governments (SANDA G). A final environmental document for the project is expected in 

"Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system 
to enhance California 's economy and livability " 
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December 2015. More information on the project is available at the fo llowing web address: 
http://www.keepsandiegomoving.com/sr-94-corridor/. 

• 1-805 South Managed Lanes Project 
This project is part of the larger 1-805 Corridor Projects; the 11-mile 1-805 South Project 
proposes to construct Express Lanes within the median, one in each direction, from East 
Palomar Street to SR-94. The environmental phase was completed in June 2011 , and 
construction of the first of two phases was completed and open to the public in March 20 14. 
More information on the project is available at the following web address: 
http://www. keepsandiegomoving. com/1 -80 5 -Corridor/. 

Caltrans appreciates the continued coordination with City staff and community representatives on 
this plan. If you have any questions, please contact Connery Cepeda, ofthe Multimodal 
Programs Branch, at (619) 688-6003 or connery.cepeda@dot.ca.gov. 

JA OB ARMSTRONG, Chief 
Development Review Branch 

c: State Clearinghouse 

"Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system 
to enhance California 's economy and livability" 
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SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 1 

TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 2014, 5:40 PM 2 

--------- 3 

MYRA HERRMANN: Good evening and thank you for coming 4 

to the environmental impact report public meeting for the 5 

Southeastern San Diego and Encanto Community Plan Updates 6 

Project. My name is Myra Herrmann, I'm a senior 7 

environmental planner for the city of San Diego's 8 

development services department. These meetings are 9 

referred to as EIR Scoping meetings, and are for purpose of 10 

helping to define the scope of work for the EIR. This 11 

meeting is required by the California Environmental Quality 12 

Act for the projects which may have statewide, regional or 13 

area-wide environmental impacts. The City’s environmental 14 

staff has determined that this project meets this 15 

threshold, and thereby scheduled this meeting to gather 16 

public input prior to the preparation of the project’s 17 

environmental document.  18 

Environmental review staff are required by the City’s 19 

Municipal Code to provide the public and decision makers 20 

with independently prepared environmental documents which 21 

disclose impacts to the physical environment. This 22 

information is used by decision-makers as part of the 23 

deliberative process in approving or denying a project.  24 

The environmental document does not recommend approval or 25 

denial, but is provided as information on the environmental 26 

impacts of a project.   27 
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Now, I'm going to just provide a few comments about 1 

how the meeting will be conducted.   2 

First, I’ll provide a brief description of the project 3 

followed by a short presentation by the 4 

applicant/consultant.  At the end of the meeting, if time 5 

permits, the public is welcome to review any materials 6 

provided by staff or the consultants and ask additional 7 

questions for clarification; however, these will not become 8 

part of the public scoping meeting record.  9 

This meeting is designed to get as much public input 10 

on areas that need to be addressed in the EIR in the time 11 

allotted for this meeting. Therefore, each speaker is asked 12 

to introduce themselves, state their address and complete 13 

their comments within three minutes. It's a small group so 14 

we may be able to go a little bit longer if need be. This 15 

entire meeting will last 2 hours and will end approximately 16 

at 7:30.  17 

In addition to verbal comments, which are being taped 18 

for the record, there are forms available on the table 19 

outside the door upon which you can provide written 20 

comments if you do not wish to speak onto the record today.  21 

We will need to have these comment forms submitted to City 22 

staff by the close of the meeting, or you can mail the 23 

completed form with your comments to the address listed on 24 

the back page.  -- It's a tri-fold, so all you'll have to 25 

do is put a stamp on it and you can mail it and it will get 26 

directly to me. Please remember to put your name and 27 

address on the sign-in sheet, which is also outside the 28 
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door, before you leave the meeting if you would like to 1 

receive Notice of Availability for the Draft EIR.  2 

And a little more info about the meeting: please 3 

refrain from conducting a debate on the merits of the 4 

project at this meeting, as this is not the purpose for 5 

tonight’s gathering. Rather, please focus your comments on 6 

those environmental impacts you would like thoroughly 7 

analyzed in the project’s environmental document. Lastly, I 8 

will be acting as the moderator and timekeeper for the 9 

duration of the meeting and, therefore, would respectfully 10 

request that you yield when notified that your three 11 

minutes are up. Like I said, it's a small group, if you're 12 

going and there is nobody else waiting, I don't have a 13 

problem with it going longer. -- One last thing, we're not 14 

going to be answering questions today -- but we will 15 

address any questions that are raised during the scoping 16 

meeting as part of the EIR process, so I just wanted to put 17 

that on the record, so you're aware. -- And again, repeat 18 

that after the meeting if you want to talk to the 19 

consultant or the staff -- you can ask additional 20 

questions, they just won't be on the public record. 21 

Okay, thanks for your patience. And I'll now begin the 22 

project description and then a brief presentation by the 23 

project consultant.   24 

This meeting is being conducted in accordance with 25 

CEQA for the Southeastern San Diego and Encanto Community 26 

Plan Updates Project. This is June 17, 2014 and the meeting 27 

began at approximately 5:40 p.m.   28 
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The Southeastern San Diego Community Plan, which 1 

includes Encanto Neighborhoods, was originally adopted in 2 

1969, was comprehensively updated in 1987, and has 3 

undergone several amendments in the intervening years. The 4 

Community Plan Update, or CPU, includes modifications to 5 

the various elements of the plan to incorporate relevant 6 

policies from the 2008 City of San Diego General Plan, as 7 

well as provide a long-range comprehensive policy framework 8 

for growth and development in the Southeastern San Diego 9 

and Encanto Neighborhood Communities through 2035. And 10 

please note that the Notice of Preparation that you might 11 

have received -- during the last month incorrectly stated -12 

- the year 2040, but it's really only to 2035, so I wanted 13 

to make sure that you were aware of that. -- Separate 14 

community plans are being prepared for each community, but 15 

will be evaluated in together in a single -- programmatic 16 

EIR.   17 

The proposed CPU provides detailed neighborhood-18 

specific land use, development regulations (zoning) that 19 

are consistent with city-wide zoning classifications, 20 

development design guidelines, and numerous other mobility 21 

and public realm guidelines, incentives, and programs to 22 

revitalize the urban core in accordance with the general 23 

goals stated in the General Plan.  The proposed CPU would 24 

additionally serve as the basis for guiding a variety of 25 

other actions, such as parkland acquisitions and 26 

transportation improvements. -- As well as other -- public 27 

service improvements and public facilities.  28 
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The CPU would introduce a Village District in the 1 

community planning area, which would include higher density 2 

mixed uses, such as retail, professional administrative 3 

offices, commercial recreation facilities, and service 4 

business. Development of these village districts should be 5 

further guided by the preparation of specific plans. In 6 

addition new land use designations are proposed, which are 7 

further described in the draft community plan update and 8 

would be implemented through regulations aligned with city-9 

wide zoning. And that information -- is more further 10 

detailed on the City's website -- which the information was 11 

provided in the scoping letter and will be on the screen at 12 

some point before the end of the meeting. At this point, 13 

I'm going to turn the meeting over to the project 14 

consultant and then he's going to provide a brief 15 

presentation of the project.  16 

JOSH POLLAK: Thank you, Myra. My name is Josh Pollak, 17 

and I'm an Environmental Planner with Dyett & Bhatia. We’re 18 

assisting the City of San Diego in preparing the community 19 

plans and in the environmental review. So -- I’m going to 20 

provide a very brief overview of the Southeastern San Diego 21 

Community Plan update. --  The plans are going to be 22 

presented in much more detail, and will be available this 23 

Saturday at the community workshop. So --  This shows the 24 

planning area, which is bound by State Route 94 to the 25 

north, Interstate 5 to the west and south and Interstate 26 

805 to the east. The Southeastern San Diego CPU provides a 27 

long-range, comprehensive framework for growth and 28 

development in the planning area. There's no specific plan 29 
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horizon, but for the technical evaluation that we saw 1 

before, such as for traffic, we're assuming the year 2035. 2 

-- The Notice of Preparation incorrectly states the year 3 

2040. The CPU is building on the City of Villages strategy 4 

from the 2008 San Diego General Plan, which is to focus 5 

growth into mixed-use activity centers that are pedestrian-6 

friendly districts linked to improved transit.  7 

The Southeastern San Diego CPU has 10 elements: land 8 

use; mobility; urban design; economic prosperity; public 9 

facilities, services and safety; recreation; conservation 10 

and sustainability; historic preservation; arts and 11 

culture; and implementation.  12 

The objectives of the CPU are to enhance community 13 

identity with higher density residential, compatible mixed-14 

use development, and streetscape improvements. The CPU aims 15 

to create a circulation system supporting safe and 16 

efficient movements of pedestrians, bicyclists, transit, 17 

and vehicles; respecting the low-density character of 18 

existing neighborhoods while providing housing at a range 19 

of densities. The plan also develops sustainable practices 20 

in new development, mobility, water and energy 21 

conservation. The plans themselves have a full list of the 22 

objectives.   23 

The CPU land use diagram designates proposed general 24 

location, distribution and extent of land uses. The land 25 

use diagram is intended to be broad enough for flexibility 26 

in implementation, but clear to provide direction for 27 

implementing goals of the General Plan.  It designates a 28 
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single Village District, the Southeastern Village District. 1 

The Village District is part of the City of Villages 2 

strategy. 3 

This shows is the proposed land use map, which has the 4 

different land use classifications. You can see the 5 

boundary, in purple, of the Southeastern Village District, 6 

it looks a little bit reddish right there -- and it shows 7 

the proposed mixed uses, residential, commercial, 8 

industrial, institutional, and park and open space land 9 

uses. 10 

And finally, here is the contact information for 11 

submitting comments, and we'll leave this up for the 12 

remainder of the meeting.  13 

And now we can open it up to comments.  14 

-- 15 

MYRA HERRMANN: Sorry, lots of back and forth.  I just 16 

wanted to remind, for anybody that came in after I gave in 17 

my introduction, I just wanted to remind you to sign in on 18 

that sign-in sheet before you leave so that we can add you 19 

to the list for distribution of both the EIR and -- the 20 

community plan update. So if there are any people who wish 21 

to make comments on the record -- you can come up to the 22 

mic right here. Remember to state your name and address and 23 

make you comments, and I'll stop you when the time comes.  24 

ROBERT C. LEIF: Hello Ms. Herrmann, I didn't know you 25 

were taking over. -- We need an email because in the 21st 26 
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century instead of using paper we try to use emails, so I 1 

do request that you give an email where we can send our 2 

comments.  3 

Secondly, in the Barrio Logan Plan, the environmental 4 

review was so bad that we had an election, and it was 5 

really painful for all of us. I would like to see a higher 6 

level of review and fact be separated from fiction. I'm a 7 

PhD chemist. I worked in ecology for 50 years, and we had a 8 

case where we could have solved a problem simply by 9 

following the state of fixing the diesel engines and we had 10 

a red herring about the -- defense contract providing the 11 

particles. This is a small defense contract. We also had a 12 

place in a location where there's heavy concentration of 13 

freeways. Though the area of Barrio Logan was lower -- 14 

contaminated than other areas, it was not singled out. I 15 

actually brought on my laptop, and anyone can see it, what 16 

is going on in Barrio Logan this hour. And you can compare 17 

it with any other city in California that they have 18 

monitoring stations. So we should have facts separated from 19 

fiction. I don't want someone having a vibration that 20 

there's a contaminant there. I want a chemical report, and 21 

there are levels contamination according to the EPA. One is 22 

hypothesis, one is fact. We had this problem in National 23 

City, there was one place that was contaminated that was 24 

owned by National City. So it's time for you people to get 25 

credibility.  26 

We also have a community plan update here that is 27 

ridiculous in terms of its residential, because there's no 28 

way that a property owner can make money with this 29 
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transaction. If you want to make this whole thing run for 1 

the developers who get paid up to $500,000 a unit you can, 2 

but don't try to call this charity or low-income housing. 3 

It's charity for the rich. –  4 

There are other problems with this, for instance, the 5 

traffic part -- we can improve the environment and cut down 6 

the use of cars by putting a trolley station right under 7 

Imperial and I-15. We have a case of high-speed rapid 8 

transit bus that does not interface with the trolley. We 9 

would 1) help business in the area and people get jobs and 10 

provide accessibility to jobs and 2) give them a way of 11 

travelling without some old clunker. They don't have the 12 

money to go out and buy hybrids. So why don't we do things 13 

to help the people and help the property owners.  14 

And if you want to actually get their residential 15 

property, we have had this horror story of Barrio Logan. 16 

Make it all industrial and make this area all residential 17 

but with adding smart growth zoning and make it fire proof. 18 

I just put a metal roof on my house because I put my money 19 

where my mouth is. Thank you.  20 

A SPEAKER: Please state your name.  21 

ROBERT C. LEIF: I'm Robert C. Leif; I will give you a 22 

business card with all the other information. -- Are you 23 

taking over from Karen, or...? 24 

MYRA HERRMANN: Karen is working on the community plan. 25 

I'm working on the environmental impact report. And also I 26 

just -- Mr. Leif made a comment about the email address. 27 
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The email address to send comments if you want to do it 1 

electronically is on the board up there -- if you don't 2 

have access to email, you can send them in by mail. That's 3 

perfectly all right. We accept both forms of comments. Is 4 

there anybody else who'd like to comment? Feel free.  5 

H. EUGENE MYERS: My name is H. Eugene Myers and I own 6 

the property on 3191 Commercial, 3167 Commercial, and 105 7 

South 31st St. I'm also here on behalf of Ron Little who 8 

owns the property in between my two parcels. Collectively 9 

we own the property on Commercial St. from 32nd St. all the 10 

way down to 31st Street. And Ron also owns a property on 11 

the east side of 32nd street there at the trolley stop.  12 

I would like to encourage in the preparation of the 13 

environmental impact report that you include the area along 14 

Commercial St. from 28th St. all the way to 32nd St. as 15 

high density residential and mixed-use as is prepared -- 16 

currently for the 28th St. east all the way to the under -- 17 

Interstate 5. I'd like to see that entire area be zoned the 18 

same. Not have commercial between 32nd and 28th St. and 19 

then the high density residential and mixed-use from 28th 20 

St. all the way down under Interstate 5. I ask that you 21 

prepare an alternative to your environmental impact report 22 

that would say -- that property be zoned -- similarly as it 23 

is zoned on east of 28th St that the environmental impacts 24 

would be whatever they would be and include that in your 25 

report.    26 

PATRICK AMBROSIO: Good evening ladies and gentlemen, 27 

my name is Patrick Ambrosio. I reside at 4423 Tremont St, 28 
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Suite #23, San Diego, CA 92102. I am an Encanto Planning 1 

Group representative and I would also say first and 2 

foremost, a very big thank you to Laura Gates for being a 3 

wonderful person that she has in guiding us in the Encanto 4 

Planning Group. And also appreciation to Josh Pollak as for 5 

having this meeting tonight. 6 

 My main concern in the process of the EIR is to make 7 

sure that in one of the main zoning areas that we are 8 

trying to do along the Market and Euclid area, there's been 9 

a lot of discussion and controversy of what that zoning 10 

should be. We're hoping that it stays as light industrial 11 

as what we're -- as most of the community that has brought 12 

their concerns and I'm here to echo that concern tonight. 13 

One of the other areas -- elements, is in the transit 14 

element of the EIR process as for having the 47th St. 15 

trolley process being relocated further west, it is our 16 

hope that we see more resolve in process of actually in the 17 

final review to finalize that 47th St. trolley. -- As it is 18 

already a policy in the proposed plan. But we need to see 19 

more efforts both in planning and also with CalTrans and 20 

the overall groups to finalize the plans for that Trolley 21 

stop because it is a project that is within its completion 22 

will impact a lot of the Encanto people in the area. And 23 

that's one of the reasons why I'm here tonight, to make 24 

sure as a transit friendly plan that we look at something 25 

that's get to addressing those issues, especially as we're 26 

beginning to see how a lot of those changes happen in the 27 

area. Thank you very much.  28 
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MYRA HERRMANN: Is there anybody else who'd like to 1 

speak before I take repeats?  2 

ANGIE AVILA: My name is Angie Avila, and the 3 

properties at 511 Cesar Chavez Parkway, I reside in 4 

Sacramento, but I also live down here, so I'm a two-city 5 

person.   6 

My question is -- I try to attend as many meetings as 7 

possible but I'm not real clear as to the recycling place 8 

there on 24th and Commercial. If you're talking about 9 

environmental -- you have that there and now we're going to 10 

have the high-density of the project apartments going up 11 

and -- somehow or another by the definition of 12 

environmental concerns there should be some consideration, 13 

what are the consequences of injecting that many people in 14 

that space when you have some interesting things going on 15 

down on Imperial Ave. -- I'm sure many of them carted away 16 

by the year 2020, but for now I haven't heard a clarity as 17 

to what's going to happen to the old Crosby Street/Cesar 18 

Chavez Parkway, which leads to Barrio Logan. And I by 19 

definition, because of my heritage and being here long 20 

enough (100s of years) still define it Logan Heights. It 21 

still seems to be truncated and one end isn't talking to 22 

the other. It should be one coherent master plan or -- I 23 

don't know. Maybe I'm a little sensitive having been a 24 

manpower planner for the state that a little bit more 25 

transparency would be useful.  26 

But I am concerned for that recycling because it is a 27 

hub -- an attraction for the homeless. At the same time you 28 
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have the density apartments going up and I don't hear any 1 

talk as to what the consequences, potential, pro, or 2 

otherwise might be. But many of us that reside in that area 3 

have to live with the consequences. Whether it's 4 

appropriate or not, I don't know -- but the silence just 5 

galls me. Because on a daily basis it's difficult to live 6 

with.  7 

MYRA HERRMANN: Thank you. You'd like to comment? I'm 8 

going to take people who haven't spoken yet and let them 9 

have an opportunity first.  10 

LEWIS FISHER: Good evening, I'm Lewis Fisher, I own a 11 

store on 21st -- 22nd and Imperial. I have been there for 12 

10 years, and before another 18 years where the old 13 

farmer's market used to be at.  14 

In just the last couple of weeks we had a lady from 15 

code compliance department, called Sonia Ramirez, and she's 16 

forcing us to take down all of our signs from the walls. 17 

Now can you imagine, business is bad enough with the 18 

Walmart there we've lost a lot of business. Now, if you go 19 

to a place with no signs on the walls, who's going to know 20 

that you're there? Are they trying to move us out so that 21 

the small business like Papa's and Mama's shops to bring in 22 

the big, big companies like Starbucks and so on and so 23 

forth. I don't see the reason. She said it was a complaint. 24 

A complaint about what? Those signs have been there for 25 

years. I've had them for 23 years across the street and 26 

I've had them for 9 years where I'm at right now. They're 27 

not hanging -- I have the pictures here -- they're not 28 
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hanging, in a place where they could hurt anybody. They're 1 

just against the wall.  2 

Nevertheless I went to the city to find out what they 3 

could do about because I wanted to go by the rules. Now I 4 

have here the fees that the City wants to charge us to have 5 

a sign put up. First of all, we can't do it on our own, we 6 

have to get a sign company. Second just to look at a plan 7 

they want 100-and-some-odd dollars, just to process the 8 

signs they want another 200-and-some-odd dollars. Plus four 9 

or five-hundred dollars for hidden fees inside that they 10 

can't tell you how much it is. So you know we're talking 11 

about almost $2,000 to put a sign on your business. Mind 12 

you, that our shop is like an L-shape and there's a big 13 

parking lot. The shop is not right by the sidewalk, this is 14 

a private property, and you can't even have a sign on your 15 

own private property. She's giving me until the -- 23rd to 16 

see if anybody can help us, to see if anybody can give us a 17 

hand. And right across the street from us there are shops 18 

with signs with flags on the street. When I told her what 19 

about them, "oh we haven't had any complaint about them, if 20 

you want to have them taken off, you should write a 21 

complaint about them." I'm not going to write a complaint 22 

about anybody. I'm not a snitch. I'm not -- You know, it's 23 

not my job. Why don't they leave us alone without hurting 24 

anybody?  25 

Who should I go -- what can I do? I need help. I need 26 

somebody to tell me where to go to have this stopped. If 27 

they want a fee for the signs, I'm willing to pay it, but 28 

they want a thousand-some-odd dollars. It's a lot of money. 29 
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And you can just picture a business with no sign on it -- 1 

who's going to know that we're there? I'm the least that's 2 

going to be hurt because I have a lot of people. I have 3 

been in the Barrio for almost 25 years, and I just don't 4 

know what to do. I can't even sleep at night because I'm 5 

going to lose -- I mean she's running me out of business. 6 

That's what they're doing. You should look at the fees that 7 

this city wants. So please anybody help me. I'm going to 8 

leave you my phone number, which is area code 619-246-4016, 9 

and my name is Lewis Fisher. If anybody can give me a lead 10 

or if I can go -- since I have had the signs for such a 11 

long time, if it could be grandfathered, or get a loop that 12 

I can go through this problem that I'm having, I would 13 

appreciate it. I'm leaving early because I have to close 14 

down my store, okay? 15 

MYRA HERRMANN: Okay. -- Is there anybody who would 16 

like to speak who hasn't spoken yet, on the record? Okay 17 

Mr. Leif you wanted to speak again?  18 

ROBERT C. LEIF: Yeah. This -- I should say, I have a 19 

building with my wife on 32nd St. and Commercial. It's an 20 

industrial building. Most of the industrial wants to stay 21 

industrial. We all realize that we have a hodge-podge. That 22 

the zoning is illogical. I will agree with Mr. Myers, which 23 

is very strange of me to agree with him, that it would make 24 

sense to put all of the industrial in Barrio Logan and put 25 

all the residential in the rest of Southeastern. I don't 26 

know whether this would be possible, I think it would be 27 

possible over a period of 50 years. The present plan is 28 

absolutely defective, there is no economic incentive for a 29 
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property owner to do a damn thing. All the little guys get 1 

treated like garbage.  2 

I've heard two cases here. There is a problem with the 3 

recycling yards, but we do need recycling so we have to 4 

figure out where to put them. Because without them we are 5 

going to fill our landfills something terrible and be 6 

wasteful and make CO2.  7 

I'm a member of your planning group, a past chair of 8 

the planning group, and a member of the CPC, so I should do 9 

my work. Even though I'm not paid, I like to do it the way 10 

I would earn a salary. And Maria Riveroll who is our chair 11 

is a wonderful person, a wonderful woman, very 12 

understanding you can always talk before a group for 2 13 

minutes. -- Southeastern SD is our website. We also have 14 

the virtue that when you talk we have representatives from 15 

the City Council there, and they are the ones to complain 16 

about the bureaucracy to. This place is being run for the 17 

bureaucracy, and they're not even running it very 18 

intelligently.   19 

I wish I would see that we were getting technology, 20 

that we were getting the jobs are made up north or down 21 

south, actually coming to Southeastern. We don't want to 22 

see the small guys snuffed out. We also don't want -- the 23 

plan is designed to make a huge number of restaurants in 24 

Imperial so they can all become bars like they have on 25 

Pacific Beach. -- We need to have more input into this from 26 

the people on the ground, we've had crazy ideas like 27 

cutting down the amount of parking on Imperial. -- I don't 28 
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like the plan, I don't think it has been properly thought 1 

out.  2 

It may be theoretically nice and as I said before, 3 

when I see phony science, I get professionally angry. And 4 

this is what I saw happen in Barrio Logan, the planner was 5 

talking about contamination and I said "Where? What solid 6 

data?" and if there is contamination the last time there's 7 

a question of contamination I called in Cal EPA and was 8 

basically shut down. We would not have had this thing on 9 

Barrio Logan had we had Cal EPA in there. If they had found 10 

some contamination, I would be the first one to have gotten 11 

asked about it. If you've got something, come to your 12 

planning group, we're supposed to help you and we actually 13 

try to.  14 

MYRA HERRMANN: Is there anybody else who'd like to 15 

speak -- on the record? What I'm going to do right now 16 

since there's nobody waiting to speak is -- I'm not going 17 

to close the meeting. We're going to take a little break 18 

for 15 minutes to see if anybody else shows up, I'm going 19 

to turn the recorder off, and if we don't have any new 20 

attendees and nobody else wants to speak, then I'll go 21 

ahead and get back on the record and close the meeting. 22 

Okay? So it is, right now, 6:05 and I'm going to take a 23 

short break and then we'll be back.  24 

[BREAK] 25 

MYRA HERRMANN: I'm going to go ahead and restart the 26 

meeting -- It is about 6:25, I think. And I'm just going to 27 
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reopen the public comment period if there's anyone who 1 

hasn't spoke yet, on the record and would like to speak now 2 

-- and add any additional comments or questions on the 3 

record for staff about the environmental review process for 4 

the community plan updates, you're welcome to come up to 5 

the mic right now. Just remember to state your name and 6 

give your address and you'll have three minutes. At the end 7 

I'll let you know when your time is up and then I'll come 8 

back and take over the mic.  9 

LOUISE TORIO: Hello, Louise Torio. Sherman Heights 10 

resident. -- Historic preservation is very important to me, 11 

our communities are very old -- we have the two historic 12 

districts in our area, the Sherman Heights and the Grand 13 

Hill Historic Districts. But there is potential for 14 

additional districts here. I think that it's important as 15 

we go through our planning, as we go through our EIR, that 16 

we recognize that possibility. –  17 

The built environment is really extraordinary in this 18 

area and -- there's an opportunity through historic 19 

preservation to help -- restore and increase home owners' 20 

values here -- so as we look at what our -- resources are, 21 

please don't forget about the historic preservation aspect 22 

of this incredible housing stock. A lot of it's surviving 23 

intact -- a lot of it with incredible details -- as we talk 24 

in our planning group about our older neighborhoods, 25 

wanting to encourage jobs, wanting to encourage -- 26 

reinvestment in our neighborhoods -- this is an aspect that 27 

will allow us to grow, and people don't think of it, people 28 

aren't necessarily top-of-mind with our neighborhoods, 29 
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thinking of cultural heritage tourism, and I think that's 1 

an aspect that we really have to give a look to because -- 2 

the building stock that's here that hasn't been touched is 3 

pretty amazing. So just keep that in mind, thanks.  4 

MYRA HERRMANN: Thank you, Louise. Is there anybody 5 

else that's interested in speaking?  6 

ROBERT C. LEIF: (unintelligible) 7 

MYRA HERRMANN: Yeah, hopefully we'll be able to 8 

transcribe without that -- we don't have any way to fix the 9 

system, so -- We'll do our best to make sure that that's 10 

working. If there’s nobody else who wants to speak –- did 11 

you want to speak again? I’ll go ahead and let you and if 12 

there’s nobody else that’s interested in speaking again 13 

then I’ll go ahead and close the meeting.  14 

ANGIE AVILA: I just wanted to dovetail --  15 

MYRA HERRMANN: Can you please state your name again?   16 

ANGIE AVILA: Angie Avila. I just wanted to dovetail on 17 

what she said because for some of that are old Logan 18 

Heighters, when you go up Kearny, and you see some of those 19 

old houses, I've wondered if there's any connection to 20 

SOHO. If anyone has taken the time to look at some of the 21 

Saynan (unintelligible) homes because they go so quickly 22 

but there's some beautiful architecture left in some of 23 

those homes and when they did the mixed dwellings, they 24 

made a point of preserving some of those houses where you 25 

could walk around at night, you could have businesses, but 26 
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you could still have the architecture that speaks to the 1 

culture that was here. -- I keep thinking of SOHO, nobody 2 

flipped them the bird or something? I don't know -- It just 3 

seems like a lost opportunity, the majority, the real 4 

eyestoppers were -- they're under the bridge, now. Thank 5 

you.  6 

ROBERT C. LEIF: I'm Bob Leif and at one point, since I 7 

like accurate numbers. On your population extrapolations go 8 

to CDC. Because the population extrapolations I've seen 9 

before on the community plans were incorrect. They ended up 10 

with a much higher population. Any minority group will 11 

eventually get to the same rate of population growth as the 12 

rest of the people. And this is happening – and also -- 13 

Whether anything is feasible in either area with the lack 14 

of water. What we first need in a community plan update is 15 

a plan on how we're going to keep drinking water and water 16 

for other uses in this area. Because we're completely 17 

artificial oasis in the desert, manmade, and we must make 18 

sure we have the water for the populations we project.  19 

MYRA HERRMANN: Thank you. Wow that is -- that hum is 20 

really bad. Okay, if there's nobody else that wants to 21 

speak I'm going to go ahead and formally close the meeting, 22 

I just have a few closing remarks. -- It is about 6:30.  23 

 This closes the public environmental scoping meeting 24 

for the Southeastern San Diego and Encanto Community Plans 25 

Update Project. Your input will be transcribed, considered 26 

by City staff for use in the scope of the EIR, and included 27 

as part of the official record for the document. Speakers 28 
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and commenter’s will also be placed on the official 1 

notification list for further environmental review actions 2 

related to this project. 3 

I would also like to remind everyone that this is just 4 

the start of the environmental review process and 5 

opportunities for public input.  There will be other 6 

opportunities to provide comment on the project, such as 7 

during public review of the draft environmental document 8 

then any public workshops or public hearings that will be 9 

scheduled. 10 

Thank you for taking the time to participate in the 11 

meeting and have a great evening! This closes the official 12 

scoping meeting at 6:30 on June 17th, 2014. Thank you.  13 

(Meeting concluded) 14 
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SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 1 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 2014, 5:30 PM 2 

--------- 3 

MYRA HERRMANN: Good evening and thank you for coming 4 

to the environmental impact report public meeting for the 5 

Southeastern San Diego and Encanto Community Plan Updates 6 

Project. My name is Myra Herrmann, I'm a senior 7 

environmental planner with the city of San Diego's 8 

development services department. These meetings are 9 

referred to as EIR Scoping meetings, and are for the 10 

purpose of helping to define the scope of work for the EIR. 11 

This meeting is required by the California Environmental 12 

Quality Act, or CEQA, for the projects which may have 13 

statewide, regional or area-wide environmental impacts. The 14 

City’s environmental staff has determined that this project 15 

meets this threshold, and thereby scheduled this meeting to 16 

gather input prior to the preparation of the project’s 17 

environmental document.  18 

Environmental review staff are required by the City’s 19 

Municipal Code to provide the public and decision makers 20 

with independently prepared environmental documents which 21 

disclose impacts to the physical environment.  This 22 

information is used by decision-makers as part of the 23 

deliberative process in approving or denying a project.  24 

The environmental document does not recommend approval or 25 

denial, but it is provided as information on the 26 

environmental impacts of a project.   27 

Now, I'm just going to make a few comments about how 28 

the meeting will be conducted.   29 



 3 

First, I’ll provide a brief description of the project 1 

followed by a short presentation by the consultant on the 2 

project.  At the end of the meeting, if time is permitting, 3 

the public is welcome to review any materials that are 4 

provided by staff and ask additional questions for 5 

clarification; however, those comments will not become part 6 

of the scoping meeting record.   7 

This meeting is designed to get as much public input 8 

on areas that need to be addressed in the EIR in the time 9 

allotted for the meeting. Therefore, each speaker is asked 10 

to introduce themselves, state their name, their address 11 

and complete their comments within three minutes. If 12 

there's not a lot of people here who want to comment -- 13 

I'll monitor that -- if you have more to say I'll go ahead 14 

and let you go. So don't worry about that, we may have 15 

extra time. This entire meeting will last approximately 2 16 

hours and should end on or before 7:30.  17 

In addition to verbal comments, which are being taped 18 

for the record, there are forms available on the back table 19 

which you can provide written comments. We will need to 20 

have these comment forms submitted to City staff by the 21 

close of the meeting, or you can mail the completed form 22 

with your comments to the address that's listed on the back 23 

page.  -- It's a three-fold form, so if you don't want to 24 

turn it in tonight you can put a stamp on it, fold it up 25 

and send it back in to me. Please remember to put your name 26 

and address on the sign-in sheet before you leave the 27 

meeting if you would like to receive Notice of Availability 28 

for the Draft EIR.  29 
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I also want to make one additional comment, if there 1 

are any Spanish speakers in the room that are going to need 2 

translation, and we do have a translator here, and I would 3 

ask that anybody who speaks on the record, if they could 4 

please speak slowly so that he has time to do the 5 

translation.  6 

A SPEAKER: Thank you (unintelligible).  7 

MYRA HERRMANN: Please refrain from conducting a debate 8 

on the merits of the project at this meeting, as this is 9 

not the purpose for tonight’s gathering. Rather, please 10 

focus your comments on those environmental impacts you 11 

would like thoroughly analyzed in the project’s 12 

environmental document. Lastly, I will be acting as the 13 

moderator and timekeeper for the duration of the meeting 14 

and, therefore, would respectfully request that you yield 15 

when notified that your three minutes are up. Thank you for 16 

your patience and your attendance, we will now begin with 17 

the project description and a brief presentation following 18 

that by the consultant. This meeting is being conducted in 19 

accordance with CEQA for the Southeastern San Diego and 20 

Encanto Community Plan Updates Project. This is June 18, 21 

2014.   22 

 The Southeastern San Diego Community Plan, which 23 

includes the Encanto Neighborhoods, was originally adopted 24 

in 1969, was comprehensively updated in 1987, and has 25 

undergone several amendments in the intervening years. The 26 

Community Plan Update includes modifications to the various 27 

elements of the plan to incorporate relevant policies from 28 

the 2008 City of San Diego General Plan, as well as to 29 

provide a long-range, comprehensive policy framework for 30 
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growth and development in the Southeastern San Diego and 1 

Encanto Neighborhoods Communities through 2035. I should 2 

note that the Notice of Preparation incorrectly stated that 3 

date as 2040, but it is indeed 2035. Separate community 4 

plans are being prepared for each community, but will be 5 

evaluated together in a single programmatic EIR.   6 

The proposed Community Plan Update provides detailed 7 

neighborhood-specific land use, development regulations 8 

(zoning) that are consistent with city-wide zoning 9 

classifications, development design guidelines, and 10 

numerous other mobility and public realm guidelines, 11 

incentives, and programs to revitalize the urban core in 12 

accordance with the general goals stated in the General 13 

Plan.  The proposed CPU would additionally serve as the 14 

basis for guiding a variety of other actions, such as 15 

parkland acquisitions and transportation improvements. As 16 

well as infrastructure improvements throughout the 17 

neighborhoods.  18 

The CPU would introduce a Village District in the 19 

community planning area, which would include higher density 20 

mixed uses, such as retail, professional administrative 21 

offices, commercial recreation facilities, and service 22 

business. Development of the Village Districts would be 23 

further guided by the preparation of specific plans. In 24 

addition new land use designations are proposed, which are 25 

further described in the draft CPUs and would be 26 

implemented through regulations aligned with city-wide 27 

zoning. Right now I'm going to turn it over to the 28 

consultant -- to Josh -- so he can provide you with a brief 29 

presentation.  30 
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JOSH POLLAK: Thanks, Myra. My name is Josh Pollak, I'm 1 

an Environmental Planner at Dyett & Bhatia. We’re assisting 2 

the City of San Diego in preparing the community plans and 3 

with the environmental review. I’m going to be providing a 4 

brief overview of the Encanto Neighborhoods Community Plan. 5 

The draft Plan is going to be available at the Community 6 

workshop on Saturday, and it also will be posted online. 7 

This map right here shows the planning area, which is bound 8 

by State Route 94 to the north, Interstate 805 to the west, 9 

and National City to the south. 10 

The Encanto Neighborhoods CPU provides a long-range, 11 

comprehensive policy framework for growth and development 12 

in the planning area. There is no specific plan horizon, 13 

but the technical evaluation, such as for traffic, assumes 14 

2035. Again, the Notice of Preparation incorrectly states 15 

that it's the year 2040. The CPU builds on the City of 16 

Villages strategy from the 2008 San Diego General Plan, 17 

which is to focus growth into mixed-use activity centers 18 

that are pedestrian-friendly districts linked to improved 19 

transit.  20 

 The Encanto Neighborhoods CPU contains 10 elements: 21 

land use; mobility, urban design; economic prosperity; 22 

public facilities, services and safety; recreation; 23 

conservation and sustainability; historic preservation; 24 

arts and culture; and implementation.  25 

The objectives of the CPU are to enhance community 26 

identity with higher density residential, compatible mixed-27 

use development, and streetscape improvements. The CPU aims 28 

to create circulation system that support safe and 29 

efficient movements of pedestrians, bicyclists, transit, 30 
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and vehicles; respecting the low-density character of 1 

existing neighborhoods while providing housing at a range 2 

of densities. The plan also develops sustainable practices 3 

in new development, mobility, water and energy 4 

conservation. The CPU has a full list of the objectives.   5 

The CPU land use diagram designates the proposed 6 

general location, distribution and extent of land uses. The 7 

land use diagram is intended to be broad enough for 8 

flexibility in implementation, but clear enough to provide 9 

direction for implementing the goals of General Plan.  10 

There are two Village Districts designated; the Euclid and 11 

Market Village District, and the Encanto Village District. 12 

The Village Districts are part of the City of Villages 13 

strategy. 14 

This is the proposed land use map, which shows the 15 

different land use classifications. You can see the 16 

boundaries of the two Village Districts, those are in that 17 

purple color -- there's the Euclid and Market Village 18 

District and the Encanto Village District. And this land 19 

use map will be posted on the website and will be at the 20 

community workshop on Saturday as well, so you can spend a 21 

long time looking at it then. The different proposed land 22 

use classifications are mixed uses, residential, 23 

commercial, light industrial, institutional, and park and 24 

open space land uses.  25 

 And finally, here is the contact information. And I’ll 26 

pass it back to Myra, who is going to open it up for 27 

comments. 28 
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MYRA HERRMANN: Thank you Josh. -- Okay -- I just 1 

wanted to remind everybody that this part of the meeting 2 

I'm going to open it up to public comment -- you can put 3 

any of your comments on the record that address any 4 

environmental issues that you are concerned about for the 5 

community that you'd like to see analyzed in the EIR. At 6 

this point though staff isn't going to be responding to any 7 

questions, but if you do have questions or concerns go 8 

ahead and get those on the record because we will be taking 9 

all that information that we record and any written 10 

comments and staff and the consultants will be looking at 11 

that information and compiling it as part of our analysis 12 

for the EIR. So if there is anybody who would like to speak 13 

on the record you can feel free and come up right now.  14 

SUSAN DRURY: My name is Susan Drury I live at 831 69th 15 

St. I live near the intersection of Akins, Imperial, and 16 

69th St.  17 

What I want on the record and what I want the 18 

environmental people to exam is -- one of your slides just 19 

said that a goal is to create an efficient -- safe and 20 

efficient system of transportation for pedestrians and 21 

vehicles. -- The intersection where we live, seven streets 22 

all come together at once with the trolley tracks and with 23 

the stoplight, and with stop signs. And this is hard to 24 

imagine, I wish, I wish -- is there a map that you could 25 

show? We have Akins coming in with stop sign, stop sign, 26 

then we have the railroad tracks with the trolley ever 15 27 

minutes, then we have Imperial East and West, then we have 28 

69th St. North, 69 St. South, and Lisbon going off that 29 

way. -- Lemon Grove just -- is in the process of building 30 
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seventy brand new homes and they're going to funnel their 1 

traffic. I wish I had a pointer, do you have a pointer?  2 

What I'm talking about is at the very edge, the right 3 

hand side, the little piece of pie on the far right -- that 4 

white space above the piece of pie, that's where Lemon 5 

Grove is currently building 70 homes and they're going to 6 

funnel the traffic down little bitty Akins Avenue. Akins 7 

Avenue goes north-south right at the end, it's east-west 8 

all along and then it goes north- south. It's 30 feet wide 9 

--and there's going to be an influx of, if there's 70 10 

homes, there's going to be at least 140 cars, and then they 11 

want to propose higher density for this street -- row 12 

homes, 30 feet tall, and like it or not, they're going to 13 

own cars too. That intersection right now is so clogged up 14 

with the seven streets and the trolley, that right now we 15 

have huge problems, in fact somebody actually hit me when I 16 

was there, I was waiting for the trolley then I was waiting 17 

for the red light and then people got impatient and then 18 

they just hit my car. So I'd like to know what you're going 19 

to do about it because -- I can't see how we can handle 20 

more density right there in that one little pocket, little 21 

tiny place over there, can't handle it. That's what I have 22 

to say right now, thank you.  23 

MYRA HERRMANN: Thank you, is there anybody else who'd 24 

like to speak right now?  25 

VICKI MADRID: Hello, my name is Vicki Madrid. I live 26 

at 1538C Apache Drive in Chula Vista, I was -- served as a 27 

planning commissioner for Chula Vista for four years and I 28 

served as the chair for the Chula Vista Housing Commission 29 

for eight years. My interest in this plan is that I grew up 30 
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on Akins Avenue in Encanto and my mother currently lives 1 

there, she's on the property since 1961. 2 

I've seen a few of the maps online, and there is some 3 

conflict, I'm not sure if it's intentional or -- there's 4 

options. But it appears that -- Akins from 69th to the end 5 

of the street to the Lemon Grove city line has got an 6 

increase in change in zoning. And I wanted to let you know 7 

that I do not support the zoning increase for the single-8 

family residents on -- near Akins Avenue. Akins is not a 9 

main traffic corridor, if you're on Akins and you want to 10 

go to Imperial to catch a bus, you have to get around a 11 

fence, and a ditch that runs the entire length of Akins 12 

Avenue with just a few crossings. -- The main traffic 13 

corridor is Imperial Avenue, increasing zoning there, 14 

mixed-use development would give a Village Town Center 15 

feel.  16 

The Trolley Stations are a mile away in both 17 

directions from 69th St. Changing the zoning on Akins would 18 

not improve use of the trolley because it's inconvenient, 19 

it's too far to walk to, you have to drive to the trolley. 20 

Now, mind you, we see the trolley go by, everyday we see 21 

the trolley go by. But my mom also sees the plane go by, it 22 

doesn't make it any easier for her to get on a plane or any 23 

easier to get on a trolley, it just happens to be going by 24 

there. I believed the proposed zoning changes on Akins 25 

would negatively impact Akins -- Encanto, I mean, by 26 

increasing density of people, many of whom are not going to 27 

be owners and who won't have a vested interest in the 28 

community. I think it will increase crime and it will 29 

increase traffic, people are going to have to have cars. It 30 
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is not close to freeways, even though there's a trolley 1 

there and a bus, unless you're going downtown it's going to 2 

be very inconvenient if you have a job in Kearny Mesa, any 3 

of the districts where most of the employment is, it's not 4 

convenient to use the bus or trolley from Encanto. In fact 5 

Encanto probably is the furthest away from freeways of most 6 

communities in San Diego County.  7 

And -- I also have intentions of touching on that 8 

intersection; Encanto could use a new design for entering 9 

and exiting the neighborhood along Akins Avenue. The 10 

intersection of 69th St, it's inadequate. A new design 11 

could move the new entrance and exit to a safer four-way 12 

intersection away from -- I counted five streets but I 13 

wasn't counting Akins, because if you count Akins and then 14 

you count the trolley, you're right. And then what happens 15 

is that if you're trying to go across on Akins, people are 16 

waiting to go out onto Imperial, you block the traffic so 17 

then people have to go around hitting head on to then get 18 

around the traffic the other way. It's a very unsafe 19 

situation and intersection. Thank you. 20 

APRIL FLAKE: Hey, my name is April Flake and I live 21 

also at 69th at 919 and I wanted to just support everything 22 

that these two ladies have said but also say that I think 23 

range plan might be to open 69th and even if they did that 24 

it would still only contribute to the traffic. And if there 25 

was a traffic study done, I don't know if there was or not 26 

because they redo it because it's awful at that 27 

intersection. And then I wanted to ask, I know before they 28 

weren't going to make it come so far down if maybe they 29 

could take it back a little bit because that is really 30 
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dense already. And -- when you say light industrial could 1 

you please take into account the air that it not be like 2 

auto and paint thinners and stuff like that. Thank you.  3 

MYRA HERRMANN: Is there anybody else? -- Okay come on 4 

up. I mean just feel free when somebody's done to just come 5 

on, walk up, you don't have to wait for me to ask you, it's 6 

okay.  7 

KEN MALBROUGH: Good evening, my name's Ken Malbrough. 8 

I live in -- the community of O'Farrell or South Encanto. I 9 

also chair the Encanto Planning Group. And it's good to see 10 

everyone here showing up, hopefully you can come to some of 11 

our meetings and discuss that during the plan update as 12 

well. It's my understanding we're here to talk about CEQA 13 

environmental issues and what have you, though I understand 14 

and respect the traffic issues, and I'll try to speak to 15 

that, but it looks like to me you have about 12 issues on 16 

your document. I just have bullet points so it will be real 17 

quick, but you want input and I'll give it to you.  18 

Land Use -- and this is regarding to environmental 19 

issues as what you are asking for -- I don't believe that 20 

there's any environmental issues that's going to impact 21 

species that we're doing on this -- in this -- and actually 22 

I believe that some of the land use changes will improve 23 

that because we have worked around and scoped around some 24 

of the areas that are -- I forget what we call that where 25 

we won't build on it so we are respecting that and I think 26 

that's a great idea.  27 

Transportation -- I agree, transportation is going to 28 

pick up, however, it's up now and there are streaming 29 
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reasons why it's up because one we don't have jobs in this 1 

area so most people have to commute outside so you have 2 

busy transportation in the morning and busy transportation 3 

on the way back but the third reason is we do not have 4 

services where you can only drive one time and do multiple 5 

things. People in Encanto have to go -- if you want food, 6 

you drive somewhere else; if you want hardware, you drive 7 

somewhere else; if you want entertainment, you drive 8 

somewhere else; so we do have a transportation problem and 9 

I'm hoping that if anything this plan will improve that if 10 

you get development where you have multiple places we can 11 

go only at one time and drive.  12 

Air Quality -- I don't believe that there's any 13 

problems with that, there will be when we have 14 

construction, if we do have construction and development 15 

there will be some minor air quality problems, with that 16 

energy. Doing construction I think is more than just 17 

normal, like any other construction.  18 

Geological conditions -- I think we've identified that 19 

in one of our elements where -- we do know where that's at 20 

and I don't believe there's any planned development around 21 

that.  22 

Greenhouses -- I know we've identified, especially in 23 

our Urban Design Element where are newer buildings that 24 

we're going to have will be LED -- LEED construction type 25 

looking at ways to make sure the building is warmed up by 26 

not just using gas or electricity by natural environments 27 

and so those things are kind of covered.  28 
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Health and Safety -- I think we're one of the first 1 

planning groups that in our plan element we actually have a 2 

health and safety portion in it. No other one has that and 3 

it does address some of those issues. -- Not sure how 4 

that's going to work because it's brand new.  5 

Historical -- we do have a historical element that 6 

identifies all those historical sites as well as our urban 7 

design which identifies some of those big targets. As you 8 

know the 45 year rule that is in place that goes out, all 9 

citizens can see that and see if there's an issue with that 10 

so I think that area is handled.  11 

Hydrology and Water Control -- this is pretty much 12 

address in our Public Safety Element. There's tons, there's 13 

millions of dollars of work that we're going to be doing 14 

around Chollas Creek. We have to do that, any type of 15 

development that's around there we're going to have to do 16 

that, so I believe that that will be addressed. I think 17 

Jacob's just got a 5 million dollar grant from CBBG money 18 

to do some creek work.  19 

Public Service Facilities -- this is an area where I 20 

may have some concerns, I'm concerned about parks, I 21 

believe that the plan does identify that but of course 22 

parks are very expensive. But the key is when we get 23 

development there is a funding element in that called DIF 24 

(development impact fees) so that we can get some of those 25 

things. I believe we will get fire stations, we will get 26 

some of those facilities as we grow, if we do so. One thing 27 

that I am concerned is this area here, we do have a lot of 28 

poor, we don't have -- not everybody has vehicles, and one 29 

thing that is missing I have suggested we do things like 30 
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shelter in place like any other large public facility that 1 

can handle people if we have a major emergency. This area -2 

- I was a firefighter for 31 years and I've been to New 3 

York, I've been to New Orleans and I know that any major 4 

city in this country is just one step from being third -- 5 

third world country if we have a major disaster. We have to 6 

come up with a way -- to find shelter for those who live in 7 

our area in case of emergency because not everybody can 8 

leave. So Park and Recs, any other large City facilities, I 9 

like to see that entered into our community plan that there 10 

is an emergency back up generator, an area to store potable 11 

water, food, tents – or not tents but cots and what have 12 

you.  13 

Visual Effects -- I think this is the last, number 12, 14 

and I'll be out of your way. I think there will be a lot of 15 

discussions because there's a lot of different thoughts on 16 

the culture and the character of this community, that might 17 

be an area that we want to look at because everybody has an 18 

opinion on that but we're going to have to come up with 19 

some kind of ownership on this so that we can adopt that 20 

but I believe what I have seen in Urban Design Element, it 21 

tries to address that, the only thing I can think of at 22 

some point in time might like to see an architectural 23 

review process in that when we're doing that. All in all, I 24 

think we have a great opportunity, I know it's not perfect, 25 

it's never going to make everybody happy, but we have an 26 

opportunity to take advantage of the three major transit 27 

corridors in our community, which is 47th St., Euclid and 28 

Market and 62nd and Imperial. And I get what you're saying 29 

about Akins, I believe Imperial in that area should be in 30 

the area. I think you shouldn't have to drive all the way 31 
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to Euclid or Market or Lemon Grove to get your things that 1 

you need, you should be able to just go down on 62nd and 2 

Imperial and get those. But how do we address those issues? 3 

But I think what the plan says right now is better than 4 

what we have right now. Thank you.  5 

JULIA LEBLANC: I live at 6976 Akins Avenue, I been 6 

there since 1984.  7 

Some of the things you need to take into consideration 8 

is -- dust. The trolley -- since the trolley's been really 9 

running, you have to dust at our house every day. That's 10 

how bad it is. There should be some consideration for some 11 

sort of shield like I see in some of those communities like 12 

off of 54th, there's something to kind of stop whatever 13 

from going on. But we have to dust daily.  14 

The ditch -- when you're talking about expanding, we 15 

are only on one side of the street, there's not enough room 16 

to park on both sides. As a matter of fact, our whole 17 

Akins, our whole block is red curb on the outside, you 18 

can't even park there. So we need to consider when you talk 19 

about density, what are you going to do with more cars when 20 

you only can park on one side of the street. –  21 

The gentleman addressed the issues -- problems -- with 22 

our emergency. When that thing happened with us with the 23 

electricity going out, you know -- you know how I found 24 

out? I called my daughter in New York. That's how I found 25 

out what was going out in San Diego. That's bad. And I 26 

realize that we -- after the lights went out we sat out 27 

front and people were walking along the trolley tracks. Two 28 

or three and then everybody. We didn't know what went on. 29 
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So there needs to be some things implemented, and whatever 1 

you do to be better able to inform people of what's going 2 

on in the neighborhood.  3 

Akins Avenue is a nice place as it is. I don't see 4 

where we can accommodate added density as I say with 5 

parking, with dust. -- We have skateboards we let the kids 6 

skate in the ditch, they're not supposed to be there, as 7 

long as they don't climb on the fence or whatever, we try 8 

to control that. We will always be -- supportive, because 9 

they're children, our kids are teenagers, as long as they 10 

don't leave trash or whatever, but I remind them that it's 11 

a new ditch, new fence that we just put there and we want 12 

to keep it nice and new so they respect.  13 

But there's some things that when you only have houses 14 

on one side, you can only park on one side, how are you 15 

accommodate two or three story houses with six or whatever 16 

on the block. I don't think our block would be good for 17 

that. And then people use it as a thoroughfare for downtown 18 

because Akins -- goes into Market. People come down Akins 19 

and go straight on downtown off of our street, so that's 20 

used as an alternative in a lot of cases when people don't 21 

want to deal with Imperial and the lights. So I really 22 

think we need to have some input as to what goes on and I 23 

really hope you will consider some of our views as to what 24 

happens here. Thank you.  25 

MYRA HERRMANN: Is there anybody else who'd like to 26 

speak on the record? -- For those people who might have 27 

stepped in late, if you could please sign in on the sign in 28 

sheet. And just so you know there are comment forms in the 29 

back. If you don't feel like putting your comments -- you 30 
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don't want to speak, you don't like to speak in public, you 1 

don't want to put your comments on the verbal/oral record. 2 

You can handwrite your comments on that sheet, put them in 3 

the box, or you could mail them to me later. Are there any 4 

other people who'd like to speak at this time?  5 

A SPEAKER: Can't you also do it online? I remember 6 

reading that.  7 

MYRA HERRMANN: Yes you can, yes. There's -- my email, 8 

the email address is on the board up there so your comments 9 

can be emailed. That's a general email box, it will get to 10 

me because that's checked every single day. So for the 11 

Notice of Preparation period you have until the 27th, 12 

that's what this -- is part of the scoping meeting, so. -- 13 

A SPEAKER: Question. I have on my fence that adjoins 14 

my neighbor, there's a little orange piece of ribbon with 15 

orange writing on the street and all along Akins Avenue we 16 

have numbers in front of our houses. What are those things?  17 

MYRA HERRMANN: I'm not really sure but since your 18 

comment is on -- I mean, we'll look into that, I'm not 19 

really sure what that is.  20 

A SPEAKER: It might have something to do with 21 

(unintelligible) water upgrades -- water lines -- 22 

MYRA HERRMANN: Is it spray painted?  23 

A SPEAKER: It's -- Yes. But that's orange. But the 24 

numbers along the street are white. There's numbers in 25 

front of each house.   26 

A SPEAKER: Yes. Marking water lines (unintelligible).  27 
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MYRA HERRMANN: Yeah. I'm not sure.  1 

A SPEAKER: So what's the orange? I'm the only one with 2 

that? Am I different?  3 

A SPEAKER: (unintelligible) 4 

A SPEAKER: Can you find out for me?  5 

A SPEAKER: (unintelligible) 6 

A SPEAKER: Thank you.  7 

MYRA HERRMANN: We have a council rep here so we'll 8 

look into that. -- Just a moment because we're not, I mean, 9 

if there's something that's specific to the environmental 10 

analysis, you can come back up and put those comments on 11 

the record. I'd prefer that rather than people asking 12 

questions because we're not really supposed to have a 13 

question and answer period, I want to give everybody an 14 

opportunity to be able to put their comments on the record, 15 

so. -- 16 

A SPEAKER: Is that recorded, is that how you got that.  17 

MYRA HERRMANN: Yes, it is being recorded, and we're 18 

going to do our best to interpret what you said if we miss 19 

little parts. -- But if there's anybody else who wants to 20 

speak on the record I'll go ahead and let you come up. I'll 21 

-- we'll just take a few minutes.  22 

Would anybody else like to speak -- 23 

 A SPEAKER: I had one quick question-- 24 

MYRA HERRMANN: --on the record? 25 
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A SPEAKER: -- What was the date, the due date of the 1 

comments?  2 

MYRA HERRMANN: I'm going to tell you that right now, I 3 

just want to make sure that everybody has an opportunity to 4 

speak because if nobody else is ready -- wants to speak, 5 

then I'm going to go ahead and close this meeting and then 6 

you're free to mingle with -- we have staff here, we have 7 

the consultant here, I just want to make sure that everyone 8 

gets their items or issues on the record. Nobody else? -- 9 

Okay, I just want to make sure everybody has their 10 

opportunity.  11 

A SPEAKER: (unintelligible) 12 

MYRA HERRMANN: No, I'm environmental staff.  13 

A SPEAKER: Where are all the other staff?  14 

MYRA HERRMANN: We have Karen Bucey, who is the planner 15 

-- for the community planning. We have our environmental 16 

consultant, and then we have an intern that works with 17 

Karen. And Fabian, Translator.  18 

A SPEAKER: (unintelligible) 19 

A SPEAKER: Okay (unintelligible) 20 

A SPEAKER: And of course Mr. Jimmy Slack chief of 21 

staff to councilmember Poll. So he's not here as a staff 22 

person in this (unintelligible) but as a community member 23 

(unintelligible).  24 

A SPEAKER: Yes.  25 
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MYRA  HERRMANN: Did you want to put some comments on 1 

the record? You'd have to come up here, though.  2 

A SPEAKER: I understand, I kind of changed my mind 3 

because it's not -- (unintelligible) environment.  4 

MYRA HERRMANN: Okay that's all right, if it's 5 

something that's another city issue related to the 6 

community you can always talk to Karen afterwards as well. 7 

-- Okay. With that, and since there's nobody who wants to 8 

speak on the record, I'm going to go ahead and close the 9 

public portion of the meeting. It is about -- a little 10 

after 6:00.  11 

This closes the public environmental scoping meeting 12 

for the Southeastern San Diego and Encanto Community Plan 13 

Update Project. Your input will be transcribed, considered 14 

by City staff for use in the scope of the EIR, and included 15 

as part of the official record for the document. Speakers 16 

and commenter’s will also be placed on the notification 17 

list for further environmental review actions related to 18 

this project. So if you spoke, but you're not sure if you 19 

put your address into the record, please make sure that 20 

your address or your email address are on that list on the 21 

back and then we'll use that to send out the notices. -- 22 

And so you'll be placed on that list for further 23 

environmental review actions related to the project as well 24 

as for any future hearings.  25 

I would also like to remind everyone that this is just 26 

the start of the environmental review process and 27 

opportunities for public input.  There will be other 28 

opportunities to provide comment on the project, such as 29 
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during public review of the draft environmental document 1 

and then any public hearings or public workshops.  2 

Thank you for taking the time to participate in the 3 

meeting and have a great evening! And as I stated before, 4 

we'll keep the contact information up on the wall here for 5 

a little while, and feel free to mingle and talk with the 6 

staff. Thank you. 7 

(Meeting concluded) 8 
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