
Property Owner Workshop
February 26, 2011



 Kelley Stanco, Senior Planner, Historic District Coordinator
City Planning & Community Investment Department

 Cathy Winterrowd, Principal Planner, Program Coordinator
City Planning & Community Investment Department

 North Park Historical Society



 History and Significance of the District

 What is a Historic District?
 Processing & Timeline

 Benefits and Responsibilities for Property Owners
 Benefits
 Mills Act

 Responsibilities
 Maintenance, Additions and City Review



Light Red = Park Villas;       Light Yellow = West End;      Orange Line = Proposed District Boundary
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 Development Companies 
Purchased Lots for Resale and 
Development

 By 1907, Lots Were Advertised in 
the Newspapers

 First Home Within 
the District Was 
Built in 1912















 Almost Entirely Built-Out  by 1941

 Period of Significance 1912 – 1941

 District is Significant:
 As a Resource that Reflects Special Element’s of North 

Park’s  Historical, Social, Economic and Architectural 
Development (Criterion A)

 As  a Resource Associated with Prominent and 
Significant San Diegans (Criterion B)

 As a Resource that Reflects Architectural Styles of the 
Early 20th Century (Criterion C)

 As a Resource that Reflects the Notable Work of 
Master Builders (Criterion D)





“A significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of 
sites, buildings, structures, or objects that are united 
historically, geographically, or aesthetically by plan or 

physical development 

and that have 

a special character, historical interest, cultural or 
aesthetic value, or that represents one or more 
architectural periods or styles in the history and 

development of the City.”



Defined Boundary

 Significant Under One or More 
Designation Criteria

Defined Period of Significance

 Contributing Resources &      
Non-Contributing Resources



 Contributing Resource 

 Built Within the Period of Significance

 Reflects the Significance of the District and 
Contributes to that Significance as a Piece of a Larger 
Whole

 Retains Sufficient Integrity to Convey the Significance 
(Not Too Many Changes or Modifications).



 Non-Contributing Resource 

 Either built outside of the period of significance or 

 Built within the period of significance but has been 
altered to such an extent that it no longer retains 
sufficient integrity to convey the significance of the 
district.

 It may be possible for some non-contributing 
properties to become eligible for designation as 
contributing resources if the modifications impairing 
their integrity were reversed through a restoration 
plan prior to designation. 

 Such a restoration plan and designation would be 
at the discretion of the Board. 



 What Alterations Make a Property Non-Contributing?

 Cumulative Smaller Modifications

 Significant Singular Modifications

 Not Replacing Siding In-Kind or Replacing One Siding Type With 
Another

 Enlarging, Reducing, Eliminating or Adding Window Openings

 Historically Inappropriate Roofing Material

 Prominent Additions that Alter Historic Massing, Spatial 
Relationships, and Character 
(Includes Porch Enclosures that Frame-In the Porch)

 Modifications that Create a False Sense of History





 District Applicants and Staff Provide Recommendations 
to the Historical Resources Board on Which Properties 
are Contributing and Non-Contributing

 Board Reviews Each Property and Makes the Final 
Determination

 Benefits and Responsibilities are Different for 
Contributing and Non-Contributing Properties

 Contributing
 More Responsibilities
 More Benefits

 Non-Contributing
 Fewer Responsibilities
 Fewer Direct Benefits



 District Policy Requires
 Review by the HRB’s Policy Subcommittee (Feb 14th)
 Property Owner Workshop (Feb 26th)
 Follow-Up Workshop As Needed (March 26th?)

 Indication of Support from Property Owners
 City-Initiated Balloting (March 18th – April 6th)

 First Hearing by the Historical Resources Board (April 28th)
 Notice to Property Owners (April 14th)
 Distribution of Staff Report (April 15th)

 Second Hearing by the Historical Resources Board (May 26th)
 Notice to Property Owners (May 12th)
 Distribution of Staff Report (May 13th)

 Board’s Action to Designate the District and Individual 
Contributing Resources is Appealable to the City Council
 Appeal Must be Filed Within 10 Business Days (June 10th)





 Benefits

 Indirect

 Direct

 Responsibilities

 Maintenance

 Additions, Modifications and the U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards

 City Review



 Indirect Benefits for All Properties:

 Increased property values

 Preservation of community character

 Direct Benefits for Contributing Resources:

 Application of the State Historic Building Code

 Conditional Use Permits

 Mills Act



 Mills Act

 Property Tax Reduction of 15%-70%

 10 Year Contract, Automatically Renewed Every Year

 Requires Maintenance of the Property

 Requires All Work Be Consistent with the U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards and Approved by the City

 May Require Specific Restoration Elements

 Application Period of January 1 – March 31st

 Application Fee of $590 With the Application

 Monitoring Fee of $492 With Signature & 
Every 5 Years Thereafter



 Maintain the Property Consistent with the U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

 10 Standards Used at All Levels of Government to Guide 
Proper Treatment of Historic Resources

 Maintain and Repair Existing Historic Materials

 Replace In-Kind When Repair is Not Possible

 Retain Character Defining Features

 New Additions Must Not Disrupt Character Defining Features 
or Spatial Relationships

 New Additions Must Be Compatible with the 
Character of the House But Differentiated 

 New Additions Should Be Reversible



 Most Improvements to Your Home in the City of San Diego 
Requires City Review and Permits, With A Few Exceptions:

 Small Accessory Buildings (Sheds, etc)
 Walls and Fences (Within Height Limits)
 Above-Grade Water Tanks, Pools and Spas
 Paving, Decks and Platforms (Not More Than 30” Above Grade)
 Patio Covers & Awnings (<300 sq ft)
 Temporary Buildings
 Some Interior Remodeling
 Roofs Repair/Replacement (No Structural Element)
 In-Kind Siding Repair <$1000
 Window Repair/Replacement (Same Opening, etc)

 Within a Historic District, This Work Is Not Exempt from a 
Permit and Requires Review by Historic Resources Staff




