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DATE ISSUED: May 13, 2010    REPORT NO. HRB-10-024 

 

ATTENTION:  Historical Resources Board  

   Agenda of May 27, 2010 

 

SUBJECT: ITEM 10 – ROBERT O. PETERSON/RUSSELL FORESTER 

RESIDENCE 

 

APPLICANT: Jeffrey R Krinsk Separate Property Trust, et al represented by Jaye 

Furlonger 

 

LOCATION:  567 Gage Drive, 92106, Peninsula Community, Council District 2 

 

DESCRIPTION: Consider the designation of the property located at 567 Gage Drive as a 

historical resource. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION   

 

Designate the Robert O. Peterson/Russell Forester Residence, a 1965 building designed in the 

Organic Geometric architecture sub-style with Post and Beam construction and listed on the 

California Register of Historical Resources as a significant example of the residential design 

work of local master architect, Russell Forester, as a historical resource under HRB Criterion E. 

 

BACKGROUND   

 

This item is being brought before the Historical Resources Board in conjunction with the owner's 

desire to have the property listed as a historical resource by the City of San Diego. In September 

2009, the HRB recommended listing of the subject property on the California Register of 

Historical Resources under Criterion 3 for representing the work of a noted master architect and 

for possessing high artistic value (see Attachment 1).   
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The residence was constructed in 1965 by Russell Forester for Robert Peterson, the founder of 

the fast-food restaurant chain Jack in the Box.  Located on a 1.69 acre lot, the approximately 

12,000 sq. ft. of living space hosts a compound of buildings. The architecture, which used natural 

materials, responds to the site and the surrounding environment to create a harmonious union.  

The irregular footprint and the placement of the separate buildings also respond to the site by 

being sensitive to the site’s natural features and plants.  The wide expanse of glass used 

throughout the building blur the line between indoor and outdoor living.  The buildings have a 

low-pitch hipped roof with enclosed overhanging eaves with the exception of the dining room 

and entry foyer which have a mansard roof.  The house rests on a raised foundation and is 

surrounded by a wrap-around catwalk.  The front entrance is access via a raised gable roof 

walkway.  Typical fenestration on the main public areas, master suite and corridors consists of 

massive floor to ceiling panels of tempered glass.  Full height glazed wood doors open to exterior 

wrap-around redwood decks and catwalks.  The primary walls of the bedroom wing and the 

detached bedroom/ laundry building and the new pool house are constructed of banks of fixed 

vertical glass panels set into heavy wooden frames.  Glazed single and double wood doors are 

designed in a manner consistent with the fixed panels to blend in seamlessly with dominant 

fenestration pattern.  Beneath the eaves and above the glazed walls and doors is a ribbon of 

transom windows. 

 

Other buildings within the compound include the previously mentioned detached 

bedroom/laundry room building, a multi-car garage, guard house, floating tea house and a 

gardening shed.  Both the garage and the guard house were constructed on concrete brick.  In the 

1980s a pool house, a lap pool and a tennis court were added to the property.  The landscaping 

surrounding the house and auxiliary buildings features a collection of exotic trees and plants as 

well as several Forester-designed reflecting ponds beneath the elevated front entrance.  A large 

koi pond at the northeast corner of the property features approximately 200 fish.  In 1967, a 

Japanese style island tea house was constructed at the center of the pond. In the 1980s, Robert 

Peterson replaced the original swimming pool at the front of the house with several naturalistic 

ponds and a cascading stream. 

 

ANALYSIS 

 

A historical resource research report was prepared by Jaye E. Furlonger and submitted to the 

State Office of Historic Preservation which concludes that the resource is significant under 

Criterion 3.  Given that the Robert O. Peterson/Russell Forester Residence has been found to be 

of State-wide significance with its listing on the California Register of Historical Resources, staff 

recommends local designation under HRB Criterion E.  This determination is consistent with the 

Guidelines for the Application of Historical Resources Board Designation Criteria, as follows: 

 

CRITERION E - Is listed or has been determined eligible by the National Park Service for listing 

on the National Register of Historic Places or is listed or has been determined eligible by the 

State Historical Preservation Office for listing on the State Register of Historical Resources. 

 

The Robert O. Peterson/Russell Forester Residence was listed on the California Register of 

Historical Resources by the State Historical Resources Commission on January 29, 2010 at its 
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regular quarterly meeting in Sacramento, California (Attachment 2). The Commission 

determined the property meets State listing Criterion 3 as a significant example of the residential 

design work of local master architect, Russell Forester. The Commission further noted that 

“viewed within the context of San Diego Modernism, the property is an impressive 

representation of the type of groundbreaking architecture that was being created by Forester and 

other local visionaries during this relatively recent but notable period of cultural development of 

San Diego and Southern California.”   

 

In listing the resource, the State Commission noted it is of wood post-and-beam construction, 

with broad and low pitched hipped roofs and enclosed overhanging eaves. Fenestration consists 

of massive floor-to-ceiling panels of tempered glass.  Full-height glazed wood doors open to 

exterior wrap-around decks and catwalks.  The resource includes a small compound of auxiliary 

buildings including a detached bedroom and laundry building, a multi-car garage, guard house 

and “floating” tea house, plus a gardening shed. 

 

Given that the Robert O. Peterson/Russell Forester Residence has been found to be of State-wide 

significance with its listing on the California Register of Historical Resources, and given that the 

Historical Resources Board designation criteria provide for the local designation of resources 

listed on or determined eligible for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources, 

staff recommends designation of the Robert O. Peterson/Russell Forester Residence under HRB 

Criterion E. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Based on the information submitted and staff's field check, it is recommended that the Robert O. 

Peterson/Russell Forester Residence be designated under HRB Criterion E due to its listing on 

the California Register of Historical Resources. Designation brings with it the responsibility of 

maintaining the building in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. The 

benefits of designation include the availability of the Mills Act Program for reduced property tax; 

the use of the more flexible Historical Building Code; flexibility in the application of other 

regulatory requirements; the use of the Historical Conditional Use Permit which allows 

flexibility of use; and other programs which vary depending on the specific site conditions and 

owner objectives. 

 

 

 

_________________________     

Cathy Winterrowd       

Principal Planner/HRB Liaison       

 

Attachments: 1.  Staff Report No HRB-09-060 dated September 10, 2009 

  2.  State Historical Resources Commission Findings dated 1/29/10 

  3.  Applicant's Historical Report under separate cover  

 

 



 

RESOLUTION NUMBER N/A 

ADOPTED ON 05/27/2010 

WHEREAS, the Historical Resources Board of the City of San Diego held a noticed public hearing 

on 5/27/2010, to consider the historical designation of the ROBERT O. PETERSON/ RUSSELL 

FORESTER RESIDENCE (owned by Jeffrey R Krinsk Separate Property Trust 12-02-03 Et Al, 567 Gage 

Drive, San Diego, CA  92106) located at 567 Gage Drive, San Diego, CA  92106, APN:  532-180-13-00, 

further described as LOT 149 (EX RD) DOCS 197378 REC 63&74697 REC 66, in the City of San Diego, 

County of San Diego, State of California; and 

 WHEREAS, in arriving at their decision, the Historical Resources Board considered the historical 

resources report prepared by the applicant, the staff report and recommendation, all other materials submitted 

prior to and at the public hearing, inspected the subject property and heard public testimony presented at the 

hearing; and 

 WHEREAS, the property would be added to the Register of Designated Historical Resources as Site 

No. 0, and 

 WHEREAS, designated historical resources located within the City of San Diego are regulated by the 

Municipal Code (Chapter 14, Article 3, Division 2) as such any exterior modifications (or interior if any 

interior is designated) shall be approved by the City, this includes but is not limited to modifications to any 

windows or doors, removal or replacement of any exterior surfaces (i.e. paint, stucco, glass, wood siding, 

brick), any alterations to the roof or roofing material, alterations to any exterior ornamentation and any 

additions or significant changes to the landscape/site. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 BE IT RESOLVED, the Historical Resources Board based its designation of the ROBERT O. 

PETERSON/RUSSELL FORESTER RESIDENCE on the following findings:   

(1) The property is historically significant under CRITERION E as a significant example of the 

residential design work of local master architect, Russell Forester, and as such is listed on the California 

Register of Historical Resources.  The resource is of wood post-and-beam construction, with broad and low 

pitched hipped roofs and enclosed overhanging eaves. Fenestration consists of massive floor-to-ceiling 

panels of tempered glass.  Full-height glazed wood doors open to exterior wrap-around decks and catwalks.  

The resource includes a small compound of auxiliary buildings including a detached bedroom and laundry 

building, a multi-car garage, guard house and “floating” tea house, plus a gardening shed. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in light of the foregoing, the Historical Resources Board of the City 

of San Diego hereby approves the historical designation of the above named property.  The designation 

includes the parcel and exterior of the building as Designated Historical Resource Site No. 0. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary to the Historical Resources Board shall cause this 

resolution to be recorded in the office of the San Diego County Recorder at no fee, for the benefit of the City 

of San Diego, and with no documentary tax due. 

Vote:  N/A 

      BY:  __________________________ 

               JOHN LEMMO, Chair 

               Historical Resources Board 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 

LEGALITY: JAN I. GOLDSMITH,  BY:  __________________________ 

CITY ATTORNEY    NINA FAIN 

                       Deputy City Attorney 














