THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

M E M O R A N D U M
DATE:

January 15, 2010

TO:

HRB Boardmembers

FROM:

Jodie Brown, AICP, Senior Planner, CPCI

SUBJECT:

Item 13 – 1479 J Street and 360 15th Street

This item was last heard before the Historical Resources Board (HRB) on September 27, 2007 as
a referral from CCDC. At that time the property owner wanted to demolish the buildings to
expand the affordable housing units located adjacent to the property. During the HRB meeting
the buildings were not designated by a 5-1-1 vote.
The buildings are now under new ownership and the property owners would like to restore them
based on a historic photo. A portion of the restoration costs could be made available through
CCDC’s Façade Improvement Program which requires historical designation for participation in
the program.
The buildings have suffered further deterioration since 2007 and 360 15th Street has remained
without a roof for at least eight years. While many of the original features are extant on the
building, staff is concerned that much of the historic fabric will have to be replaced. If
designated, replacement material will be in-kind and consistent with the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards.
HRB staff continues to recommend designation of the Isaac Lyon Building at 1479 J Street and
the Isaac Lyon Rental House at 360 15th Street under Criterion C as rare examples of Victorian
commercial and residential vernacular architecture in downtown San Diego.
Attachment(s):

Draft Resolution
September 13, 2007 Memo
May 8, 2007 Memo
April 19, 2007 Memo
April 12, 2007 Staff Report
Consultant Report

RESOLUTION NUMBER N/A
ADOPTED ON 1/28/2010
WHEREAS, the Historical Resources Board of the City of San Diego held a noticed public hearing on
1/28/2010, to consider the historical designation of the Isaac Lyon Building and the Isaac Lyon Rental
House (owned by 12th and A Hotel Partners LP, 402 West Broadway, Suite 1220, San Diego, CA 92101)
located at 1479 J Street and 360 15th Street, San Diego, CA 92101, APN: 535-396-04-00, further described
as Sherman Addition, Block 36, Lot 4 exc; W 30 ft. N 65 ft. of Lot 3 and N 65 ft. of Lot 4 in the City of San
Diego, County of San Diego, State of California; and
WHEREAS, in arriving at their decision, the Historical Resources Board considered the historical
resources report prepared by the applicant, the staff report and recommendation, all other materials submitted
prior to and at the public hearing, inspected the subject property and heard public testimony presented at the
hearing; and
WHEREAS, the property would be added to the Register of Designated Historical Resources as Site No.
0, and
WHEREAS, designated historical resources located within the City of San Diego are regulated by the
Municipal Code (Chapter 14, Article 3, Division 2) as such any exterior modifications (or interior if any interior
is designated) shall be approved by the City, this includes but is not limited to modifications to any windows or
doors, removal or replacement of any exterior surfaces (i.e. paint, stucco, wood siding, brick), any alterations to
the roof or roofing material, alterations to any exterior ornamentation and any additions or significant changes
to the landscape/ site.
NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, the Historical Resources Board based its designation of the Isaac Lyon Building at
1479 J Street and the Isaac Lyon Rental House at 360 15th Street on the following findings:
(1) The properties are historically significant under CRITERION C for their distinctive characteristics
through the retention of character defining features of the Folk Victorian style and retaining a good level of
architectural integrity from their ca. 1883 period of significance. Specifically, the commercial building with a
corner entry and a chamfered bay canted to the intersection, 1/1 double hung window capped with corbelled cornices
in the upper register and a decorative cornice at the parapet. The residential property features a hipped and front
gabled roof in an l shaped foot print with a frontal bay including scrolled brackets, dentil molding, carved panels and
horizontal shiplap wood siding. This finding is further supported by the staff report, the historical research report,
and written and oral evidence presented at the designation hearing.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in light of the foregoing, the Historical Resources Board of the City of
San Diego hereby approves the historical designation of the above named property. The designation includes
the parcel and exterior of the building as Designated Historical Resource Site No. 0.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary to the Historical Resources Board shall cause this
resolution to be recorded in the office of the San Diego County Recorder at no fee, for the benefit of the City of
San Diego, and with no documentary tax due.
Vote: N/A
BY: __________________________
JOHN LEMMO, Chair
Historical Resources Board
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGALITY: JAN I. GOLDSMITH,
CITY ATTORNEY

BY: __________________________
NINA FAIN
Deputy City Attorney

