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APPENDIX A - RECOMMENDED PLANT SPECIES 
RECOMMENDED PLANT SPECIES FOR THE RIVER CORRIDOR AREA 
Note: This list is a recommendation only and not exclusive. Actual native plant species will be based on the  

area that is being re-vegetated. 

Rl and Ru riparian  

C/css  coastal sage scrub upland and chaparral 

 

Trees      

Platanus racemosa California Sycamore ru deciduous tree 

Populus fremontii Fremont Poplar ru deciduous tree 

Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak ru,c/css evergreen tree 

Salix gooddingii Black Willow rl deciduous tree 

Salix hindsiana Sandbar Willow rl deciduous tree 

Salix laevigata Red Willow rl deciduous tree 

Salix lasiolepis Arroyo Willow rl deciduous tree 

Sambucus mexicana 
 

Mexican Elderberry 
 

ru deciduous tree 

Shrubs / Groundcovers / Grasses / Vines 

Artemisia douglasiana Douglas Wormwood ru, c/css,  woody perennial 

Artemisia palmeri Palmer’s Sagewort ru, c/css,  woody perennial 

Artemisia californica California Sage/ Coastal Sagebrush c/css drought-deciduous 

Baccharis pilularis Coyote Brush c/css evergreen shrub 

Carex spissa San Diego Sedge ru grass 
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Dudleya pulverulenta Chalk Lettuce c/css succulent 

Encelia californica California Encelia c/css woody perennial 

Eriogonum fasciculatum  Flat-top Buckwheat c/css shrub/perrenial 

Eriophyllum confertiflorum Golden Yarrow c/css perennial 

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon c/css evergreen shrub 

Isocoma menziesii Goldenbush c/css evergreen shrub 

Juncus mexicanus Mexican Rush rl evergreen rush 

Keckiella cordifolia Heart-Leaved Penstemon ru, c/css perennial 

Lonicera subspicata San Diego Honeysuckle c/css evergreen vine 

Malosma laurina Laurel Sumac c/css evergreen shrub 

Mimulus puniceus Monkeyflower c/css woody perennial 

Mirabilis californica Wishbone Bush c/css evergreen shrub 

Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass ru/c/css grass 

Prunus ilicifolia Holly-Leaf Cherry c/css evergreen tree 

Rhamnus californica California Coffeeberry c/css evergreen shrub 

Rhus integrifolia Lemonade Berry c/css evergreen shrub 

Rhus ovata Sugar Bush c/css evergreen shrub 

Ribes indecorum White-Flowered Currant c/css deciduous shrub 

Rosa californica California Wild Rose ru deciduous shrub 

Salvia apicra White Sage c/css drought-deciduous 

Salvia mellifera Black Sage c/css drought-deciduous 

Sisyrinchium bellum Blue-Eyed Grass c/css perennial 
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Typha spp. Cattail rl marsh 

Viguiera lanata Woolly-Leaf Sunflower c/css drought-deciduous 

Vitis girdiana Wild Grape ru deciduous vine 

Yucca whipplei 
 

Chaparral Yucca 
 

c/css 
 

succulent 
 

RECOMMENDED PLANT SPECIES FOR THE RIVER INFLUENCE AREA 
Note: This list is a recommendation for plant species that could be used in the transition area adjacent to the River Corridor Area and is 

not an exclusive list. Cultivated hybrids of native plant species are shown with an asterisk (*) 

Br riparian   

Bu upper riparian and chaparral transition  

 

Trees     

Platanus racemosa California Sycamore br deciduous tree 

Populus fremontii Fremont Poplar br deciduous tree 

Quercus agrifolia 
 

Coast Live Oak 
 

br, bu,  
 

evergreen tree 
 

Shrubs / Groundcovers / Grasses / Vines   

Artemisia californica ‘montara ridge’ Dwarf California Sage bu, evergreen shrub 

Artemisia californica California Sage/ Coastal Sagebrush bu evergreen shrub 

Baccharis ‘centennial’* Centennial Baccharis bu evergreen shrub 

Baccharis pilularis  Coyote Bush bu evergreen shrub 

Ceanothus griseus horizontalis * Carmel Creeper bu evergreen shrub 

Ceanothus hybrids Hybrid Ceanothus bu evergreen shrub 

Dendromecon rigida Bush Poppy bu evergreen shrub 
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Encelia californica California Encelia bu deciduous shrub 

Erigeron glaucus* Compact Beach Aster bu Perennial 

Eriogonum fasciculatum  Flat-top Buckwheat bu shrub/perennial 

Eriogonum fasciculatum ‘dana point’* Hybrid Dwarf Buckwheat bu evergreen shrub 

Galvezia speciosa* Bush Island Snapdragon bu evergreen shrub 

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon bu evergreen shrub 

Iris douglasiana* Pacific Coast Iris br, bu,  Perennial 

Juncus patens Rush br rush 

Keckiella cordifolia Heart-Leaved Penstemon br, bu,  evergreen shrub 

Lonicera subspicata San Diego Honeysuckle bu evergreen vine 

Malosma laurina Laurel Sumac bu evergreen shrub 

Mimulus puniceus Monkeyflower br, bu,  shrub/perennial 

Mirabilis californica Wishbone Bush bu evergreen shrub 

Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass bu grass 

Prunus ilicifolia Holly-Leaf Cherry bu evergreen shrub 

Prunus lyonii Catalina Island Cherry bu Evergreen/shrub/tree 

Rhamnus californica California Coffeeberry bu evergreen shrub 

Rhus integrifolia Lemonade Berry bu evergreen shrub 

Ribes indecorum White-Flowered Currant br, bu,  deciduous shrub 

Rosa californica California Wild Rose br deciduous shrub 

Salvia clevelandii ‘allen chickering’* Allen Chickering Sage bu evergreen shrub 

Salvia greggii ‘salmon’* Salmon Autumn Sage bu evergreen shrub 
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Salvia greggii ‘white’* White Autumn Sage bu evergreen shrub 

Salvia leucophylla ‘pt. Sal spreader’* Hybrid Purple Sage bu evergreen shrub 

Salvia mellifera ‘repens’* Prostrate Black Sage bu evergreen shrub 

Salvia mellifera ‘tera seca’* Tera Seca Sage bu evergreen shrub 

Salvia ‘winifred gilman’* Winifred Gilman Sage bu evergreen shrub 

Sisyrinchium bellum Blue-Eyed Grass bu perennial 

Viguiera lanata Woolly-Leaf Sunflower bu shrub/perennial 

Vitis girdiana Wild Grape br, bu,  deciduous vine 

Woodwardia fimbriata Giant Chain Fern br, bu,  fern 
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APPENDIX B - GLOSSARY 
 

Active recreation Programmed activities requiring specific built facilities, such as baseball fields, soccer fields, swimming 

pools, etc. 

Aeration A process of adding oxygen to water, accomplished by natural means such as streambed turbulence or 

by artificial means such as fountains 

Alluvial Of or relating to the sediment deposited by flowing water 

Alluvium Sediment deposited by flowing water 

Aquifer An underground layer of porous rock, sand or gravel that bears water 

Basin  A region drained by a single river system 

Best management practices Structural, nonstructural or managerial methods that protect surface- and groundwater quality; these 

practices prevent or reduce the movement of sediment, nutrients, pesticides and other pollutants from 

the land into bodies of water 

Biodiversity Variability in different species of plants and animals within and between ecosystems 

Biomass Total amount of living matter, both plants and animals, within a given area 

Biota Inclusive term referencing the entire body of plant and animal life of a given region 

Braiding Condition in which a river channel has broken into a network of smaller, interwoven channels; erosion, 

sediment load, and variable flows can all contribute to braiding 

Caltrans California Department of Transportation 

Channelization Re-design of a river or stream’s pathway;  channelization will often straighten a waterbody’s course to 

remove meander, and/or armor the banks so that flows can travel downstream faster 

Confluence Area where two or more rivers join and flow into each other 

Cut-off fixture A lighting fixture that reduces or eliminates the light emissions above a 90 degree plane; a full cut-off 

fixture allows no lights to escape above a horizontal line through the fixture, a semi-cutoff allows a 

reduced amount of light above this angle 

Daylighting Redirection of a section of a stream or creek that was previously underground into an above-ground 

channel  

Delta Alluvial deposit at the mouth of a river; area where a river divides before entering a larger body of 
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water 

Disturbance/recovery cycle The length of time necessary for an ecosystem to restore itself following a damaging event; system 

resilience 

Easement The legal right to use land not owned by the party in question for a particular or limited purpose, such 

as a highway or utility 

Ecostructure The more constant, stable elements of the biosphere that form the framework of environmental 

interactions and events 

Ecosystem A self-sustaining system of organisms (plant and animal) and environment that functions as a single 

ecological unit  

Ephemeral (river) A river that flows sporadically and briefly, usually following storm events or snowmelt; the flow may last 

hours or days 

Evapotranspiration Loss of water from the soil by evaporation and by transpiration of the plants growing in the soil 

Exotic plants Non-indigenous vegetation; exotic species may be introduced to a region either intentionally or 

accidentally 

Filtration The process of separating materials, as in pollutants or sediment, from the liquid in which they are 

suspended 

Floodplain Any normally dry land, usually adjacent to a stream river or lake, that is subject to flooding 

Floodway The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order 

to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one 

foot.  

Flow velocity The volume of water passing through a specified area in a specified unit of time 

FSDRIP First San Diego River Improvement Project 

Glare Light that is significantly brighter than the level to which the eye is adapted, and which causes 

annoyance, discomfort or loss of visual performance and visibility    

Grade-separated crossing A highway or road crossing that uses an underpass or overpass to allow different modes of travel to 

cross without interruption over the highway or road 

Groundwater recharge Process by which external water, usually rain or snowmelt, is added to an aquifer 

Headwaters Source of a river or stream 

Hydraulic Moved, operated or effected by liquid 
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Hydrologic Dealing with the properties, distribution and circulation of water on and below the earth’s surface and 

in the atmosphere 

Hydrologic regime Sum total of water that falls in or flows through an area on average during a given period 

Hydromodification Process whereby a streambank or riverbank is eroded by flowing water, typically resulting in suspension 

of sediments in the water 

Impervious Not allowing the passage of water 

Impound To collect and confine water in a reservoir or other structure 

Infill Development of vacant, underutilized or derelict parcels within an already urbanized area 

Infiltration basin A facility constructed within highly permeable soils that provides temporary storage of stormwater 

runoff, used to remove pollutants and encourage stormwater to seep back into the ground 

Infrastructure The basic services and facilities needed for a community or society to function, such as transportation 

and utility systems 

Interceptor sewer A sewer designed to convey dry weather flow from the combined sewer system to treatment plant 

Interpretive kiosk A small structure with one or more open sides that is used to display cultural or other educational 

materials about a nearby feature or area 

Invasive plants Species that disrupt native plant communities; these species compete with and may often displace 

native vegetation 

Kumeyaay Late prehistoric peoples inhabiting the San Diego River valley, circa 2000 years ago to mid 1700’s. 

Levee An embankment to control flooding 

Light trespass Light which shines into neighboring properties or is of an undesirable or obtrusive nature                                                                                                                      

Links style golf Golf course characterized by open, rolling terrain, natural vegetation, target landing zone and 

considerable use of topographic features 

Low flow channel The course or path within a larger channel that typically carries flows during periods of low and/or 

normal water levels 

Macrophyte Algae visible to the naked eye; a macroscopic, aquatic plant 

Maintenance assessment 

district 

A special district that assesses additional property tax within a defined region to fund and maintain 

unique public amenities that are above  city standards, in this case, along the river corridor 

Meander Irregular, turning course of a stream or river 

Mitigation site An area used to compensate for an  environmental impact by providing substitute or replacement 
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resources in another location 

MTRP Mission Trails Regional Park 

Multi-use trail Non-vehicular pathway that accommodates a variety of users, which may include pedestrians, bicyclists 

and, less frequently, equestrians 

Native plants A region’s indigenous vegetation; plant species which existed in an area before human intervention 

Non-point source load Pollutants that come from a wide variety of sources, rather than a single, specific point of origin 

Open space Area generally free from development or developed with low intensity uses that respect natural 

environmental characteristics  

Outfall sewer A sewer that discharges treated sewage effluent to a stream or river 

Overstory Uppermost layer of foliage in the tree canopy 

Passive recreation Hiking trails, cultural interpretation nature study 

Perennial (river) A river that flows continuously 

Physiographic Describing the earth’s physical geography 

Phytoremediation Use of plants and trees to remove or neutralize contaminants 

Pioneer species The first species or community to colonize a barren or disturbed area 

Plant community The plant populations existing in a shared habitat or environment 

Plant palette The set or selection of plants chosen for a particular purpose 

Plume A subsurface column of one or more pollutants released from a point source 

Pocket park A small park accessible to the public 

Pulse flow High flows occurring during storm events 

Quasi-governmental entity A body or organization that carries out, by contract or assigned power, functions normally executed by 

a government agency 

Reach Portion of a stream or river with a unified character or landscape 

Riffle Area of shallow, turbulent water passing through or over stone or gravel of a fairly uniform size 

Right of way Strip of land over which public infrastructure--roads, utilities, railways--is built 

Rip rap Large rocks of a fairly uniform size used to prevent erosion 

Riparian Of, on or related to the banks of a natural water body 

River Corridor Area The existing 100-year Floodway as defined by FEMA plus a 35 foot Path Corridor on each side of the 

Floodway 
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River Influence Area 200 foot wide area abutting the River Corridor Area on each side of the river 

SANDAG San Diego Association of Governments 

Sediment load Organic and inorganic matter, both large and small, that is suspended in and/or carried by moving 

water; includes suspended particulate matter, nutrients dissolved in water as well as gravel or stones 

that move along the bottom of the streambed 

Sediment transport The movement of materials by gravity, water or wind 

Setback A required distance between property line and edge of building or structures; setbacks may apply from 

all (front, side, rear) or no property lines of a particular parcel 

Sight line Imaginary line from the eye to a perceived object 

Sky glow A condition where the night sky is illuminated by overly bright electric lights, producing a luminous haze 

that prevents a clear view of the stars 

Spill light Light which extends outside the intended area or object of illumination 

Stakeholder An individual or group who has a particular interest, monetary or otherwise, in a specific topic or project 

Substrate The base on which an organism lives 

Sustainable design Design that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs; the thoughtful use of resources that reduces the negative impacts  

Swale A shallow topographic depression designed to convey water, usually from storm events 

Symbiotic Describing a cooperative relationship of two dissimilar organisms that is mutually beneficial to each 

Synergy Combined energy of two or more organisms or entities that is advantageous to both or all parties 

Tidal marsh Low, flat marshlands traversed by channels and tidal hollows, subject to tidal inundation 

Topography The surface features, both natural and human-made, of a region 

Tributary A small river or stream that flows into a larger river or stream 

Trunk sewer A sewer that receives wastewater from many areas 

Understory Underlying layer of vegetation, particularly smaller trees and shrubs, in the tree canopy 

Urban runoff Water that collects and quickly runs off of primarily impervious surfaces such as roofs, streets, 

sidewalks, parking lots; this water, carrying such things as oils, grease, pesticides, soil, pet droppings, is 

untreated when it enters the storm sewer system and is thus one of the largest sources of non-point 

waterway pollution 

Water quality buffer A vegetated zone adjacent to a water body that helps prevent pollutants from entering surface waters 
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by trapping sediment and the substances contained therein 

Watershed A region draining into a river, river system or other body of water; may contain several basins 

Waystation A rest or interpretive area occurring between principal destinations along a route such as a bike trail 

Xeriscape The use of drought-resistant and water-conserving plants 
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