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ATTENDANCE 

 

Commissioners: 

Present:  Katie Sullivan, Matthew Hervey, Salvatore Giametta, Abby Silverman Weiss, 

Sarah White, Alan Ziegaus 

Absent:  Susan Atkins 

Staff:  Deborah Barrow, Library Director; Christine Siegel, Deputy Director; Kathleen 

Wheatley, Deputy Director; Jay Hill, San Diego Public Library Foundation Executive Director; 

Darren Greenhalgh, Deputy Director of Engineering & Capital Projects; Carol Tellez, Executive 

Secretary  

Public:   Brenda Mason 

 

CALL TO ORDER    

 

Meeting was called to order at 12:32 p.m. in the Commission Room of the Central Library.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The February 2010 minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

REQUESTS FOR CONTINUANCE 
 

None. 

 

NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

None. 

 

REPORT FROM THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 

 

None. 
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SERRA SYSTEM ADVISORY BOARD:  Brenda Mason 

 

The Serra Administrative Council and Serra Advisory Committee met in Calexico last week for 

their quarterly meeting.  A workshop for teens entitled, “Betwixt, Befuddled and Be-Tween: 

Uncovering the Mysteries of Library Service to Tweens,” will be held on March 10 at the 

Escondido East Valley Branch Library.  A second workshop entitled, “The Effective New 

Manager,” will be held on March 17 for paraprofessional staff throughout San Diego and 

Imperial Counties.  This workshop is a part of the Librarians for Diverse Communities program 

funded by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.                                                                                                        

 

FOUNDATION UPDATE:  Jay Hill 

 

The Foundation remains committed to raising the donations needed to help fund the New Central 

Library. 

 

A handout was distributed that describes the energy efficient design and technological advances 

of the New Central Library. 

 

Library system-wide circulation has increased 5.47% in the last six months, and 15.36% since 

2006. 

 

The One Book, One San Diego reception on February 17 was a huge success. 

 

The Carnegie Lunch will be held on May 18 at the Pt. Loma/Hervey Branch Library. 

 

CHAIR’S UPDATE:  Katie Sullivan 

 

Over 200 people attended the reception for the One Book, One San Diego event at the Hall of 

Champions on February 17. 

 

Due to budgetary constraints, no Children’s Festival will be held this year. 

 

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE:  Deborah Barrow 

 

 Ms. Barrow thanked the Foundation for helping make the One Book, One San Diego 

reception on February 17 so successful.  The Library has several programs planned, along 

with programs planned by other partners. 

 

 A children’s book, The Whispering Cloth: A Refugee Story, by Pegi Deitz, has been 

added to the list of One Book, One San Diego book discussions.  Ms. Deitz will be at the 

Central Library to discuss her book on March 4. 

 

 With the assistance of the Foundation, the Library received a generous grant from Sony 

that will help build its E-Book collection.  Sony also donated a limited number of E-Book 

Readers, which will be available soon for patrons to check out. 
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 Over 400 employees attended Staff Development Day on February 4, which was a great 

success.  Staff attended workshops dealing with such topics as leadership, wellness, and 

customer service.  The keynote speakers were well-known library consultants, Joan Frye 

Williams and George Needham. 

 

 The annual recognition dinner for the Read/San Diego Adult Literacy Program was held 

on February 5, and celebrated the achievements of its adult learners and tutors.  About 

350 people attended this event. 

 

 The 2010 Eureka! Leadership Institute is accepting applications for their leadership 

program for library staff, which will be held September 29-October 4, in San Jose, 

California.  The deadline to apply is June 4, and thirty-two applicants will be selected to 

participate. 

 

 Ms. Barrow thanked Mr. Hill for the Foundation’s bi-weekly reports, and asked that all 

Library Commissioners be included on the mailing list. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

10.a Library System Update:  Darren Greenhalgh 

 

Mr. Greenhalgh gave a detailed update on the New Central Library.  The Construction Manager 

at Risk Ordinance was unanimously approved by City Council on March 2.  Turner has selected 

their EOC outreach consultant, and is currently bidding the project construction.  The deadline to 

the State Library to have a completed lease agreement with the School District, and results from 

the bidding process, is May 1, 2010.   

 

Ms. Barrow mentioned that a community group has expressed interest in restoring the historical 

Bruckner Building and using it as a public library for the University Heights community.  The 

School District voted in favor of exploring this possibility with the City.  However, neither the 

School District or Library system have funding for such a project. 

 

10.b Budget Update:  Deborah Barrow 

 

Ms. Barrow reported that the Meet and Confer process with Labor Management and MEA has 

been completed.  The hours of operation at the Central Library will be reduced by 8 hours per 

week; closed on Saturdays.   Branch Libraries hours of operation will be reduced by 5 hours per 

week; closed on Mondays.  These changes go into effect on March 20. 

 

10.c Legislative Update 

 

Legislative Day will not be held this year.  Ms. Sullivan asked for volunteers to meet with 

legislators on April 16 for Day in the District. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Sullivan adjourned the meeting at 1:35 p.m. 

 

Deborah L. Barrow 

 

DEBORAH L. BARROW 

Library Director 

 

CT 

 


