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2015 ONE BOOK, ONE SAN DIEGO SELECTION IS MADE 
Community Reading Program featuring “The Shadow of the Wind” by Carlos Ruiz Zafón to Expand to Tijuana 
 
San Diego, CA – KPBS, San Diego Public Library and the San Diego County Library are 
pleased to announce the 2015 One Book One San Diego selection: The Shadow of the Wind (La 
Sombra del Viento) by Spanish author, Carlos Ruiz Zafón, the huge international genre-bending 
bestseller at over 20 million copies and counting, and that has enthralled the world’s readers.  
 
Set in post-World War II Barcelona, Spain in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War, Shadow of 

the Wind centers on a young boy who is taken to the Cemetery of Forgotten Books, a library of 
old, forgotten titles lovingly preserved. According to tradition, everyone initiated into this secret 
place is allowed to take one book and must protect it for life. The book the boy chooses opens a 
door into one of Barcelona’s darkest secrets, an epic story of murder, madness, and love. 
 
In its 9th year of One Book One San Diego is a community reading program that aims to bring 
San Diego County residents closer together through reading and discussing one book. New this 
year, the program will go international by expanding to Tijuana: “One Book sin Fronteras,” 
comprised of the Association of Librarians of Baja California, the Regional Libraries of Tijuana, 
and several universities and schools. These partners will host programs and events around the 
original Spanish publication of The Shadow of the Wind, La Sombra del Viento. 
 

One Book will once again feature “One Book for Kids” and “One Book for Teens” for young 
readers. These include The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore by award-winning 
author, William Joyce and the graphic novel, The Dumbest Idea Ever by Jimmy Gownley, 
respectively. All three selections have as a general common theme the power of books and the 
excitement and wonder of reading. One Book will host all of the featured authors for a series of 
signature events in the fall and other programs centering on the themes found in the book.  
 
This spring, San Diego residents submitted over 450 nominations, representing a list of 200 
different titles.  Of these, the One Book advisory committee narrowed down the lengthy list over 
a period of weeks, researching and reading dozens of selections. 
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One Book is made possible by the Linden Root Dickinson Foundation with additional support is 
from the Dr. Seuss Fund at the San Diego Foundation, SDG&E, Lloyd Pest Control, Jerome’s 
Furniture, Cubic and the Samuel I. and John Fox Foundation. 
 

One Book partners include the San Diego Public Library, the San Diego County Library, the San 
Diego Public Library Foundation, National City Public Library, Escondido Public Library, Chula 
Vista Public Library, and Oceanside Public Library; SDSU, USD, Point Loma Nazarene 
University, City College, City Heights Educational Collaborative, the San Diego Council on 
Literacy, Little Fish Comic Book Studio, and Write Out Loud. This year they will welcome two 
new partners, Reach Out and Read San Diego, the Deaf Community Services of San Diego. 

Visit the KPBS website for news and entertainment programming in the San Diego region that 
respect audiences with inspiring, intelligent and enlightening content delivered via multiple 
outlets, including television, radio, and digital media.  KPBS is a public service of San Diego 
State University.  
 
Visit the San Diego County Library for more information and programs offered through their 33 
community branches, two bookmobiles, and two 24/7 Library To Go kiosks.  Recently named 
the 2012 Library of the Year, a national award for excellent customer service and innovation. 
 
Learn about other events at the San Diego Public Library’s New San Diego Central Library @ 
Joan Λ Irwin Jacobs Common and 35 branches, find links to numerous additional resources, or 
search for materials in the Library’s online catalog at www.sandiegolibrary.org.   
 

Inspiring lifelong learning through connections to knowledge and each other 
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