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History is a clock that people use to tell their

time of day. It isa compass they use to find

themselves on the map of human geography.

It tells them where they are and what they are.
John Henrik Clarke

AMmericans have re-invented citizenship in
different historical moments. This perspective

can and should |eave students with the hope
that there is much to |€arn fromthe past but
that they also have the freedom to redefine
citizenship again.

Michael Schudson

History is not a procession of illustrious
people. It's about what happens to a people.
Millions of anonymous people is what history
IS about.

JamesBaldwin



PRIMARY SOURCESaretheoriginal, firsthand accounts of a subject or
event. They includeletters, diaries, manuscripts, autobiographies, eye-witness
accounts, interviews, opinions, surveys, investigations, government documents,
photographs, and maps.

Primary sources may belocated by using books, bibliographies, newspapers,
or periodicals. Theweb-based catal og allows easy searching of materials.

Finding Primary Sources in Books

Tofind abook, do an expert keywor d search in the San Diego Public
Library Web Catalog (sdplweb.sannet.gov). Using terms pertaining to the
subject, keyword searching hel ps create more preci se resultsfor your search.

To obtain primary sources, add these termsto your keyword search:

—autobiography —documents —personal narratives
—correspondence —interviews —sources
—diaries —mMmanuscripts —speeches

Inthetitles, look for thewords:
—Ilettersof... —reprint of ... —writingsof...

Example: United Statesand Civil War and Personal Narratives
Try toidentify secondary sources; abook’sbibliography, footnotes,

endnotes, and book titles mentioned within thetext can lead you to
primary sources.

Finding Primary Sources in Bibliographies

A bibliography isalist of books, articles, documentsand manuscripts
consulted in the preparation of research papers, articles, or other works. This
list of sources often appears at the end of amanuscript, but it may even bean
entire book that focuseson asubject. Keepin mind that abibliography may
list secondary sourcesaswell asprimary sources.

Example: R 016.9/Clark - Catalogue of Books Relating to the American
Civil War.

Academiclibrary catalogs such asUCSD’sROGER, CaliforniaDigita
Library/MELVYL, CIRCUIT, and San Diego State'son-line catalogs are
excellent sources of bibliographies. These catal ogs can be accessed viathe
Internet.

Finding Primary Sources in Newspapers

Newspapers may contain primary sourcessuch as:

—eyewitnessaccountsof events —statementsor quoteson anissue
—reprint of important documents —editorid sexpressngapublicopinion

—interviewswithsgnificant persondities

The Newspaper Room maintainsacomprehensivelisting of al newspapers
kept by the San Diego Public Library Centra Divisionand SDPL Jour nal



List/TDNet providesasearchable guideto print and online newspaper and
magazine subscriptions.

The quickest way to find anewspaper articleisto useanewspaper index.
The Central Library’s Newspaper Room hasindexesfor some of the major
newspapersintheU.S,, including the San Diego Union Tribune. Thereare
asoonlineindexesavailable: ProQuest indexesnational and international
newspapersand periodicals; InfoTrac OneFilehasaNationa Newspaper
Index going back to 1980; and the New York TimesAr chiveisindexed from
1851t01999.

Example: Thereal voting fraud. The New York Times March 19, 1993
v142 pA16(N) pA28(L) col 1.

Finding Primary Sources in Periodicals

Periodicals, including magazines, journals, reviewsand newd etters, are
publicationsthat areissued at regular intervals.

TheReader’sGuideto Periodical Literatureislocatedinthe Central
Library’sHistory Section. Other periodical indexes, such as Social Sciences
Index, Humanities Index, the Left Index, aswell as specific subject indexes
may aso beavailablein the corresponding sectionsat the Central Library.

Tofind periodical articlesonline, click Newspapers& Magazinesinthe
SDPL Web Catalog and choose adatabaseto search. FirstSearch provides
citationsand abstractsfor academic and professional journas, reports, and
proceedings. Ethnic NewsWatch isafull-text collection of the newspapers,
magazines and journals of the ethnic, minority and native press. Alternative
PressWatch indexesover 125 alternative and independent newspapersand
magazines. InfoTrac OneFile, ProQuest and New York TimesArchive
were mentioned in the previous section.

Example: Helping America vote; Tim Sorey; Sate Legislatures, Denver;
Apr. 2003.

Selected Primary Sources in the Central Library’s
Sections and on the Internet

1. ART,MUSIC & RECREATION

784/ISANGER

American Folksongs of Protest.

The purpose of thisbook isto stimulate, evaluate, and preserve protest songs
asexpressions of apeoplewhose pride and expectation of abetter life have
traditional ly been considered attributes of theAmerican nation.

784.68/FONER

American Labor Songs of the Nineteenth Century.

550 songsand ballads of American labor written from Colonia timesto the
turn of the century have been gathered together. They reveal that American
workers have always expressed their views on economic, political and social
issuesin song.



784.68/GLAZER

Songs of Peace, Freedom, and Protest.

Angry songs, humorous songs, tragic songswith themgjority directly depicting
America sown struggletoward socia and political sanity.

M 784.8/SANDBURG

American Songbag.

The song history of Americapresents melodiesand versesfrom diverse
regions, from varied human charactersand communities.

782.42/SANGER

“ When the Spirit Says Sng!” : the Role of Freedom Songs in the Civil
Rights Movement.

Explorestheway African-Americans described for themselvestherole of
song asacommunication strategy intheir protests.

2. CALIFORNIA ROOM/NEWSPAPER ROOM

Newspapersfrommany U.S. cities, including San Diego, and afew foreign
countries. Retention timevariesfrom current issuesto the 18th century.

Maps of the San Diego areafrom thelate 1800’ sto present day, including
fireinsurance, censustract, topographical andtopical (e.g., bicycling routes,
golf courses) maps.

Great Registers- late 19th century and early 20th century handwritten voter
registrationinformation for San Diego County that shows name, address, age,
occupation, and place of birth.

City Directoriesfor the San Diego areadating from 1886 to 1984 show
name, address, occupation, and spouse’ sname.

Telephone Directoriesfor the San Diego areafrom 1906 to the present.

The New York Times Index isbased on the late city and Sunday regional
editions. Arranged by subject including geographic, organization, and persona
name headings. Coverageis1862 to the present.

3. CHILDREN'SROOM

J305.230973/Colman

Girls: A History of Growing Up Female in America.

Tracesthehistory of growing up femalein Americaastold by thegirls
themselvesinjournals, household manuals, letters, dave narratives, and other
primary sources.

J305.40973/American

American Women: Their Livesin Their Own Words.
Excerptsfromwomen’sdiaries, letters, speeches, and autobiographical
writings provideafirst-person look at the history of American women.



J973.3/American

The American Revolutionaries: A History in their Own Words 1750-1800.
Letters, diaries, memoirs, ballads, newspaper articlesand speechesdepict life
and eventsin the American colonieswith an emphasison theyears of the
Revolutionary War.

J970/Nabokov

Native American Testimony: An Anthology of Indian and White Relations.
A collection of documentsinwhich NativeAmericansdescribetheir
responsesto the explorers, traders, missionaries, settlers, and government
diplomatsand soldiers seeking dominion over their ancient homeland.

J973.7/Murphy

The Boy's War: Confederate and Union Soldiers Talk About the Civil War.
Includesdiary entries, personal lettersand archival photographs describing the
experiencesof boys 16 yearsold or younger who fought in the Civil War.

J973/Black

The Black Americans: A History in their Own Words.

A history of African Americansinthe U.S. astold through | etters, speeches,
articles, and eyewitness accounts.

4. HISTORY & WORLD AFFAIRS

Biography Index - aguideto biographica materialsappearingin 2,600
periodicals, current booksof individual and collected biographiesand incidental
biographical material in non-biographical books. Includeslist of analyzed
sources, i.e. obituaries, letters, diaries, etc. Main body of index isal phabetical
by biographies. Also containsalist arranged by occupation or profession.

Palmer’sIndex and the Times I ndex - provide accessto citationsfor the
(London) Timesfrom 1790 to the present.

Poole'sIndexto Periodical Literature - indexesAmerican and English
periodical articles published between 1802 and 1906.

Reader’s Guideto Periodical Literature- indexesover 200 periodicals.
Subject and author citationsinterfiled. Coverageis 1890 to the present.

973.2/Saaxi

Colonial America: Primary Sources

Presentsthe historical eventsand social issuesof colonial Americathrough
twenty- four primary documents, including diary entries, poems, and personal
narratives,

R 973.3/American

American Revolution: Primary Sources

A collection of annotated documentsrel ating to the American Revol ution,
including speeches, autobiographical text, and proclamations.

973.7/Taylor
Destruction and reconstruction: personal experiences of the late war.
Personal narratives pertaining to theAmerican Civil War, 1861-1865.



973.70202/Kirchberger

The Civil War and Reconstruction: An Eyewitness History.
Portraysthe American Civil War and itsaftermath through such primary
sourcesasmemoirs, diaries, letters, contemporary journalism, and officia
documents.

5. LITERATURE & LANGUAGES

191/Dewey

Intelligence in the Modern World: John Dewey’s Philosophy.

American philosopher’sinfluential writingson education, social criticism,
philosophiesof individua self-development, and thefree exchange of ideasin
public policy-making.

811.3\Whitman

The Portable Walt Whitman.

From his Democratic Vistasto L eaves of Grass, the epochal American poet
and philosopher’sinfluences areinternational and nearly immeasurable.

814/Emerson

The Collected Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson.

The semina American philosophical essayit, lecturer, and poet’ suniversal and
visionary thinking on human nature, representative man, and the epiphany of
democracy.

815/Potter

The Colonial Idiom.

A broad selection of original American essays, speeches, sermons, and
published writingsonrdigion, politics, civil liberties, and the democratic
mandate.

6. SCIENCE & INDUSTRY

Y 3.B47/2:2B 49/6
The Bill of Rights and Beyond, 1791-1991.
Overview of theBill of Rightsand itshistory.

Y 4.J89/1:C 49/9/981

Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, 1964, 1968 (as amended through the
end of the 96th Congress): Voting Rights Act of 1965 (as amended
through the 96th Congress).

United Statescivil and voting rights

CALLE1.15IM 6/3

Summary of Findings, Testimony and Remarks. Legal Immigrants:
Obstacles on the Road to Citizenship and Voting: Public Hearing.
A Californiaperspectiveonimmigrantsand voting.

ED1.2.C76

The Constitution’s Children: A Collection of Essays by Schoolchildren to
Commemor ate the Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution, 1787-1987.
Children’sview of the U.S. Constitution.



CR1.2:F87
Freedom to the Free: Century of Emancipation, 1863-1963.
Anoverview of The Emancipation Proclamation.

W 455

The War of the Rebellion : A Compilation of the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies.

Official records of the Union and Confederate armies.

Y 3.AD 9/8:2C49/2
Citizenship Participation in the American Federal System.
A study onwaysof improving citizen partici pationin American government.

1 20.3/2:20/922
Indian Citizenship.
A brief document on citizenship and NativeAmericans.

CR1.2:V 94/4
The Voting Rights Act, Unfulfilled Goals.
A survey of problemswith TheVoting RightsAct.

7. SOCIAL SCIENCES

305.42/Adams

Women’s Suffrage: A Primary Source History of the Women's Rights
Movement in America.

Background study onwomen’sinfluence on early social reform movements.

305.567/\We

We Livein a Little Cabin in the Yard.

Oral testimony of 21 former Virginiadavesabout their livesunder theyoke
and their adjustment to freedom.

342.7/Federdist

The Federalist.

The papers of Alexander Hamilton, James M adison and John Jay writtenin
support of the Federal Constitution.

342.7/Tocqueville

Democracy in America.

Thefirst comprehensive study of political and socid ingtitutionsof the United
States.

342.73/American
American Constitution, For and Against.
Selected Federalist and Anti-Federalist papers.

R345.2/Cdlifornia
West’'s Annotated California Codes.
Thelawsenforced by the State of California.



RECOMMENDED INTERNET RESOURCES

Thelnternet isavaluableresourceto locate web sitesdealing with primary
sources. DennisTrinkleand Scott Merriman’sbook, The History Highway
3.0: AGuideto Internet Resources (R 025.069/History) isagood
introduction to the skillsand tools necessary to navigatethe Information
Superhighway and offersdetail ed information about the thousands of quality
resources on history and how to find them. A good Internet siteisthe
Librarians Indextothelnternet (www.lii.org), which hasexcellent links
to source media- some of which have on-lineindexes.

http://americanhi story.about.com/homework/americanhistory/
About.com: American History

A guidefor American history, with feature articles, Web sitelinks, and
discussion forums. Topicscoveredincludethe Civil War, colonial America,
government, immigration, biographies, and more.

http:/Aww.us-history.info/home.html

An Abridged History of the United States

Anonlinetextbook produced by William M. Brinton. Thetext includes
photographsand linksto various court cases and other historical documents.

http://history.cc.ukans.edu/carrie/docs/amdocs_index.html

AMDOCS: Documentsfor the Study of American History

Part of the Electronic Library at the University of Kansas, thissite provides
accessto hundreds of important documentsvital to the study of American
history. The materialsdate from thefifteenth century to the present.

http://longman.awl.convhistory/default.ntm

American History Online

From Longman Publishing Company, thisbank of resourcesincludes
interactive practicetests, downl oadable maps, primary sources, Web activities,
and referencelinks.

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem

American Memory

American Memory isthe onlineresource compiled by the Library of
Congress'sNational Digital Library Program. With the participation of other
librariesand archives, the program providesagateway to rich primary source
materiasrelating to the history and cultural devel opmentsof the United
States. Thesite providesmultimediacollectionsof digitized documents,
photographs, maps, recorded sound, and moving pictures.

http:/Aww.umdl.umich.edu/moa

Making of America

Adigital library of primary sourcesin American socia history fromthe
antebellum period through Reconstruction. Thecollectionisparticularly strong
inthe subject areas of education, psychology, American history, sociology,
religion, and science and technol ogy. The collection contains approximately
1,600 booksand 50,000 journd articleswith nineteenth century imprints.



http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa

A Hypertext on American History: From the Colonial Period until
Modern Times

Themain body comesfrom anumber of United States|nformation Agency
publications: AnOutlineof American History, An Outline of theAmerican
Economy, An Outline of American Government, and An Outline of American
Literature. Thetext isenriched with linksto relevant documents, origina
essays, other Internet sites, and outlines.

http:/Amww.thehistorynet.com

The History Net

Providesaccessto discussion forumsand hundreds of full-text articleson
American history from selected journals. Alsoincludesapicturegalery anda
list of eventsand exhibitstaking place around the United States. Produced by
theNational Historical Society.

http://historymeatters.gmu.edu

History Matters: The U.S. [History] Survey Course on the Web
Designed for high school and collegeteachersof U.S. History survey courses,
thissite servesasagateway to Web resources and offers unique teaching
materials, first-person primary documents, and threaded discussionson
teaching U.S. history. From the American Social History Project/Center for
History and the New Media.

http://www.discovery.com/guides/history/historybuft/hi storybuff.html

History Buff’s Home Page

Produced by the Newspaper Collectors Society of America, thissiteis
devoted to press coverage of eventsin American history. Itincludesan
extensive, searchablelibrary with the categories Civil War, Baseball,
Engravings, Journalism Hoaxes, Old West, including Billy the Kid and Jesse
James, Crime Figures, such asBonnieand Clydeand Lizzie Borden, and over
adozen other categories. ThePresidentia Library includestheinaugural
addressesof al U.S. presidents. Thereisalso aprimer and priceguidefor

hi storic newspapers.

http://histori caltextarchive.com/links.php?op=viewlink& cid=6

Historical Text Archive

TheHistorical Text Archive provideslinksto NativeAmerican history, U.S.
historical documents, the Colonia period, the Revolution, theearly republic, the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, U.S. wars, and more.

http:/Aww.law.ou.edu/ushist.html

A Chronology of U.S. Historical Documents

Provides hundreds of important documentsrel ated to American history from
pre-Colonia timesto the present. From the University of OklahomaLaw
Center.

http:/Amw.chnm.gum.edu/index1.html

Center for History and New Media (CHNM)

Combining “themost exciting and innovativedigital mediawith thelatest and
best historical scholarship.” Gateway to projects such asHistory Matters, the
September 11 Digital Archive, and more. Featuresinterviewswith historians,
recommended readings, quizzes, and toolsfor students. Variousplug-ins
required. Searchable. From George Mason University.
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