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Landscapes and Ceramics by Artist Warren Bakely
to be Showcased at Pacific Beach/Taylor Branch Library

SAN DIEGO — “Warren Bakley: Landscapes and Ceramics” an exhibition of 25 landscape
paintings augmented by a selection of sculptural ceramics, will be showcased at the Pacific
Beach/Taylor Branch Library from April 10 through May 28. The public is invited to a reception
for the artist on Sunday, April 17, from 1 to 4 p.m.

In 1988, San Diego artist and designer Warren Bakley, then in his late 50s, painted a remarkable
series of landscapes. Although his first painting at age 13 was a landscape, and he has been an
enthusiast of the genre ever since, the 1988 series was especially significant. Fearful that his
acute sense of color might have been permanently altered or lost due to a detached retina and the
ensuing treatment, Bakley immersed himself in a landscape painting project to prove to himself

that his visual powers were still intact.

Had his abilities been compromised? The resulting works, which have never before been
exhibited, speak for themselves. Lush, exuberant and masterfully painted, they meld abstraction
and realism. Although they are grounded in tradition, these vibrant works manifest a fresh

approach that will excite anyone interested in contemporary painting.

Another aspect of Bakley’s creativity and versatility is revealed in his ceramic sculptures, which
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are truly extraordinary. Inspired by forms and surfaces found in nature, a selection of these
understated, unusual, and elegant works is exhibited in conjunction with the paintings. A

percentage of sales from Bakley’s exhibition will benefit the Visual Arts Program.

The San Diego Public Library’s Visual Arts Program is a nationally recognized series of
exhibitions, lectures, and other art-related activities. The mission of the program is to
demonstrate the library’s role as a cultural institution embracing a broad range of disciplines,
while assisting San Diego’s mid-career and older artists in achieving wider local, regional, and
national attention. Visual Arts Program exhibitions are made possible, in part, by a grant and
gifts from the Frederic Whitaker and Eileen Monaghan Whitaker Foundation and CompUSA,
contributions from individuals, and volunteer efforts. Donations of works of art for the library’s

permanent collection are also being sought.

For more information about the Bakley exhibition or tax-deductible contributions to the Visual

Arts Program, call Library Curator Mark-Elliott Lugo at (619) 238-6627.

The Pacific Beach/Taylor Branch Library is located at 4275 Cass St. Library hours are Mondays
and Wednesdays, noon to 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m.; and Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m. For more information, call (858) 581-9934 or visit the Library on
the City’s Web site at http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/.
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