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Public Works Department - Field Engineering Division
Escalating Enforcement Matrix

Compliance Achieved?   
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STEP 2 

MAJOR 
VIOLATION 

MINOR 
VIOLATION 

Unaddressed inadequate protection 
after 1st follow-up.  
Sediment leaving the site & lack of 
BMP's continued to be unaddressed. 

Unaddressed inadequate protection, 
indicating low illicit discharge 
potential.  
Maintenance of BMP’s unaddressed. 
. 

Stop Work 
Warning 

Letter  

Issue  
Notice of 
Violation 

Notify Supervising 
Engineer; Indicate re-
inspection date and 
follow-up within 3 
business days. 

Indicate re-inspection 
date and follow-up 
within 2 business days  

Yes- No Further 
Action. 
 
No- Go to Step 3        
& Re-Evaluate.  

STEP 1 

MAJOR 
VIOLATION 

Inadequate protection, indicating 
Significant illicit discharge potential. 
Includes lack of BMP’s and evidence 
of sediment leaving site. 
 

MINOR 
VIOLATION 

Inadequate protection, indicating 
Low illicit discharge potential. 
Includes maintenance of BMP’s. 

Issue   
Notice of 
Violation 

Issue 
Correction 

Notice 

Indicate re-inspection 
date and follow-up 
within 3 business days.  

Indicate re-inspection 
date and follow-up 
within 5 business days. 
 

Yes- No Further 
Action. 
 
No- Go to Step 2 
& Re-Evaluate.    

STEP 3 
MINOR 

VIOLATION 

MAJOR 
VIOLATION 

Unaddressed inadequate protection 
after 2nd follow-up, indicating 
continued Significant illicit discharge 
potential.  
 Sediment leaving the site & lack of 
BMP's continued to be unaddressed. 
Contractor not Compliant after 
Notices and Warning. 

Unaddressed inadequate protection, 
indicating continued low illicit 
discharge potential.  
Maintenance of BMP’s unaddressed. 

Issue  
Stop Work w/ 
Notification to 

RQWCB 

 Stop Work 
Warning 

Letter  

Notify Supervising 
Engineer and Senior 
Engineer for approval to 
Issue Stop Work Order 
for immediate correction. 
Include Developer/owner 
for private projects. 
Include Contractor for 
CIP projects.   

Notify Supervising 
Engineer; Indicate re-
inspection date and 
follow-up within 3 
business days. 

Yes - No Further 
Action. 
 
No/Private - 
Contact RWQCB. 
No/CIP - Contact 
City Attorney for 

Yes- No Further 
Action. 
 
No- Go to Step 3 - 
Major Violation.  
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