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There are three types of bicycle facilities identified in the California Highway Design 
Manual: bike paths (Class I), bike lanes (Class II), and bike routes (Class III).  
 
Class I – Bike Path 
 

Bike paths, also termed shared-use or multi-use paths, are paved right-of-way for 

exclusive use by bicyclists, pedestrians, and those using non-motorized modes of 
travel. They are physically separated from vehicular traffic and can be constructed 
in roadway right-of-way or exclusive right-of-way. Bike paths provide critical      
connections in the city where roadways are absent or are not conducive to bicycle 
travel. 
 
 

Class II – Bike Lanes 
 

Bike lanes are defined by pavement striping 
and signage used to allocate a portion of a 
roadway for exclusive or preferential bicycle 

travel. Bike lanes are one-way facilities on  
either side of a roadway. Whenever possible, 
Bike Lanes should be enhanced with     
treatments that improve safety and        
connectivity by addressing site-specific      
issues, such as additional warning or       
wayfinding signage. 

 
Class III – Bike Routes 
 

Bike routes provide shared use with motor vehicle 

traffic within the same travel lane. Designated by 
signs, Bike Routes provide continuity to other bike  
facilities or designate preferred routes through      
corridors with high demand. Whenever possible, 
Bike Routes should be enhanced with treatments 
that   improve safety and connectivity, such as the 
use of “Sharrows” or shared lane markings to   
delineate that the road is a shared-use facility. 

www.sandiego.gov/tsw/programs/bicycle 


