
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Recommendations for Adults 

1. The Mountain of Gold by J.D. Davies. Beset by pirates, Knights of Malta, and saboteurs, Captain 

Matthew Quinton sails to Africa in pursuit of a mountain of gold. When a captured Barbary pirate saves 

his neck with a tall tale of a fabled mountain of gold, Quinton has his doubts. But King Charles II can't 

resist the chance to outstrip the Dutch with a limitless source of wealth. With the devious pirate 

O'Dwyer in tow, Quinton embarks on a voyage beyond the map's edge, still convinced that the 

mountain is mere legend. But as attempts to sabotage his mission draw closer to the mark, he begins 

to wonder. Back in England, the king has arranged a wedding between Matthew's elder brother, the 

Earl of Ravensden, and a mysterious lady rumored to have murdered her previous two husbands. 

Resolved not to fail his meddlesome sovereign, and to return home in time to protect his family and his 

home, Captain Quinton approaches the coast of Africa with a troubled mind. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt (2012). 

2. A Night to Remember by Walter Lord. A Night to Remember remains a completely riveting account of 

the Titanic 's fatal collision and the behavior of the passengers and crew, both noble and ignominious. 

Some sacrificed their lives, while others fought like animals for their own survival. Wives beseeched 

husbands to join them in lifeboats; gentlemen went taut-lipped to their deaths in full evening dress; 

and hundreds of steerage passengers, trapped below decks, sought help in vain. New York: Henry, 

Holt, and Col (2005, c1955). 

3. Before the Wind by Jim Lynch. Growing up on the Puget Sound, the Johannssen family has sailing in 

their blood, but the oldest brother, Josh, is left puzzling over what caused his siblings to flee, one to 

Africa, the other to points unknown as a fugitive and pirate. New York: Alfred A. Knopf (2016). 

4. Life of Pi by Yann Martel. After the sinking of a cargo ship, a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on the 

wild blue Pacific. The only survivors from the wreck are a sixteen-year-old boy named Pi, a hyena, a 

wounded zebra, an orangutan, and a 450-pound Royal Bengal tiger. Boston: Mariner Books/Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt (2012, 2001). 

5. The Ghost of the Mary Celeste by Valerie Martin. In a haunted, death-obsessed age, a ghost ship 

appearing in the mist is by turns a provocative mystery, an inspiration to creativity, and a tragic story of 

the disappearance of a family and of a bond between husband and wife that, for one moment, 

transcends the impenetrable barrier of death. New York: Nan A. Talese/Doubleday (2014). 

6. Moby-Dick, OR, The White Whale by Herman Melville. The story of the ill-fated voyage of a whaling 

ship led by the fanatical Captain Ahab in search of the white whale that had crippled him. New York: 

Dodd, Mead, (1942). 

7. Master and Commander by Patrick O’Brian. This, the first in the splendid series of Jack Aubrey novels, 

establishes the friendship between Captain Aubrey, R.N., and Stephen Maturin, ship's surgeon and 

intelligence agent, against a thrilling backdrop of the Napoleonic wars. Details of a life aboard a man-
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of-war are faultlessly rendered: the conversational idiom of the officers in the ward room and the men 

on the lower deck, the food, the floggings, the mysteries of the wind and the rigging, and the roar of 

broadsides as the great ships close in battle. New York: W.W. Norton & Co. (1994). 

8. The Cat’s Table by Michael Ondaatje. In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy in Colombo boards a 

ship bound for England. At mealtimes he is seated at the "cat's table"--as far from the Captain's Table 

as can be--with a ragtag group of "insignificant" adults and two other boys, Cassius and Ramadhin. As 

the ship makes its way across the Indian Ocean, through the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, the 

boys tumble from one adventure to another, bursting all over the place like freed mercury. But there 

are other diversions as well: one man talks with them about jazz and women, another opens the door 

to the world of literature. The narrator's elusive, beautiful cousin Emily becomes his confidante, 

allowing him to see himself "with a distant eye" for the first time, and to feel the first stirring of desire. 

Another Cat's Table denizen, the shadowy Miss Lasqueti, is perhaps more than what she seems. And 

very late every night, the boys spy on a shackled prisoner, his crime and his fate a galvanizing mystery 

that will haunt them forever. As the narrative moves between the decks and holds of the ship and the 

boy's adult years, it tells a spellbinding story--by turns poignant and electrifying--about the magical, 

often forbidden, discoveries of childhood and a lifelong journey that begins unexpectedly with a 

spectacular sea voyage. New York: Alfred A. Knopf (2011). 

9. The Collector of Lost Things by Jeremy Page. In 1845, young researcher Eliot Saxby is paid to go on an 

Arctic expedition to find the remains of the by-now-extinct great auk, a large, flightless bird of mythical 

status, and is trapped on a hunting ship where the crew and passengers are not what they seem. New 

York: Pegasus Books (2013). 

10. Archipelago by Monique Roffey. When a flood destroys Gavin Weald's home, tearing apart his family 

and his way of life, he doesn't know how to continue. A year later, he returns to his rebuilt home and 

tries to start again, but when the new rainy season arrives, so do his daughter's nightmares about the 

torrents, and life there becomes unbearable. So father and daughter - and their dog - embark upon a 

voyage to make peace with the waters. Their journey will take them far from their Caribbean island 

home, into other unknown harbours and eventually across a massive ocean. They will sail through 

archipelagos, encounter the grandeur of the sea, meet with the challenges and surprises of the natural 

world. A miraculous future lies ahead of them, unknown territories await to be discovered. But it will 

take more than an ocean to put the memory of the flood behind them. New York: Penguin Books 

(2012) 

 

For more reading recommendations, please check out our website at www.sandiego.gov/winterreading 
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