
Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)

NEPA
Environmental Assessment (EA)

Public Hearing
October 14, 2020
5:30-7:30 p.m. PST



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)
Environmental Assessment (EA)

Agenda

 Welcome
 How to Participate
 Project Introduction
 Project Background and Concept
 NEPA Process and EA
 Q&A and Public Comment Session
 Public Hearing Concludes

Note: this hearing is being recorded



Welcome and Introduction

Jorge Rubio, City of San Diego 
Airports Deputy Director

Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)
Environmental Assessment (EA)



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)
Environmental Assessment (EA)

How to Participate

Official Public Comment Methods

1. Virtual Public Hearing
2. Email:  BrownFieldMAPNEPA@PublicInput.com
3. Mail:  Jorge E. Rubio, A.A.E.

Airports Deputy Director
City of San Diego – Airports
3750 John J. Montgomery Drive
San Diego, CA 92123

Comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. PST on October 24, 2020.



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)
Environmental Assessment (EA)

How to Participate

During the Virtual Public Hearing:
Ask a Question or Provide a Comment 
1. Type your questions or comments into the chat box located 

next to the presentation livestream on the virtual public 
hearing website.

2. Text M326 to 855-925-2801. You will then be prompted to 
enter your questions or comments.

3. Call 855-925-2801, enter code 8860 when prompted, and dial 
*3 to enter the queue for live questions and comments. 
Note: if calling in to provide your question or comment, please mute your 
computer audio while speaking to avoid feedback.

If you would like 
your comment to be 
considered part of 
the public record, 
please preface it 
with “This an official 
public comment…”



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)

Project Background and Concepts

Public Hearing

Jayson Christopher, Metropolitan Airpark, LLC 
Executive Vice President



Airports Division

Project Location



Airports Division

SDM History



Airports Division

SDM – Otay Mesa Vicinity



Airports Division

Current Conditions



Airports Division

Long Term Vision



Airports Division

Current Facilities



Airports Division

Airport Layout Plan



Airports Division

Proposed Improvements



Airports Division

Proposed Facilities



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)

NEPA Action and EA

Public Hearing

Jessie Beckman, ECORP Consulting, Inc.
Environmental Scientist



Airports Division

• NEPA analysis required when: 
• Federal funding involved

• Need for federal agency approval

• Federal Lead Agency: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA)

• Document prepared: Environmental 
Assessment (EA)

• Purpose of today’s hearing

NEPA
National Environmental Policy Act



Airports Division

NEPA Steps and Timeline

Step 8: Prepare and issue a FONSI, or NOI to Prepare an EIS

Step 7: Publish Final EA

Step 6: Incorporate and respond to comments in Final EA

Step 5: Accept and evaluate comments on Draft EA

Step 4: Comment period on Draft EA 

Step 3: Publish and circulate Draft EA for Review

Step 2: Prepare Draft EA

Step 1: Scoping



Airports Division

Public 
Review/Comment

• 30 days prior to 
public hearing

• Document 
posted to City 
Airports 
Website for 
public review on 
September 9th, 
2020 

• Public 
comments 
accepted

Public Hearing

• October 14th, 
2020

• Project 
presentation 
given

• Live comments 
accepted

Additional 
Comments 

• Additional 
comments 
accepted 10 
days following 
the hearing

• Deadline: 
October 24th, 
2020, 5:00 pm

NEPA Public Involvement Process



Airports Division

• NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act
• Federal funds/federal agency approvals

• Example: Environmental Assessment (EA); Environmental 
Impact Statement

• Project currently in EA public review stage

• CEQA = California Environmental Quality Act
• Action that qualifies as a “project” and requires state or local agency 

funding or approval

• Example: Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

• Project EIR approved in 2013

NEPA vs. CEQA
Federal vs. State



Airports Division

Proposed NEPA Action
Main Chapters



Airports Division

• Chapter 1: Purpose and Need

• Chapter 2: Alternatives

• Chapter 3: Effected Environment

• Chapter 4: Environmental Consequences

EA Structure
Main Chapters



Airports Division

Purpose and Need
Chapter 1

• Proposed Project details

• Demand for corporate jet aviation facilities

• Existing facilities at SDM do not meet demand

• Infrastructure improvements



Airports Division

Alternatives
Chapter 2

• NEPA requirement

• Screening process

• Reasonable & feasible alternatives evaluated

• Conclusion: Proposed Project and No Action alternatives 
further evaluated



Airports Division

Alternatives



Airports Division

Alternatives



Airports Division

Proposed NEPA Action
Main Chapters



Airports Division

Affected Environment
Chapter 3

• NEPA requirement

• Describes existing environmental conditions

• Technical studies completed

• Technical studies used to assess and compare 
potential environmental impacts of the 
alternatives



Airports Division

• Air Quality

• Biological Resources (including Fish, Wildlife, and Plants)

• Climate

• Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f)

• Farmlands

• Hazardous Materials, Solid Waste, and Pollution Prevention

• Historical, Architectural, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources

• Land Use

• Natural Resources and Energy Supply

• Noise and Compatible Land Use

• Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice, and Children’s Environmental Health and Safety Risks

• Visual Effects (including Light Emissions)

• Water Resources (including Wetlands, Floodplains, Surface Waters, Groundwater, and Wild 
and Scenic Rivers)

Topics Studied 



Airports Division

Environmental Consequences
Chapter 4

• NEPA requirement

• Direct, indirect, cumulative impacts analyzed

• Baseline (2025-2030)

• Environmental consequences can be mitigated 



Airports Division

Biological Resources



Airports Division

Water Resources



Airports Division

Project Impacts

+ = significant impact
 = less than significant impact after mitigation
=  less than significant impact, no mitigation 

needed
— = no impact



Airports Division

• Chapter 5: Agency Coordination and Public
Involvement 

• Chapter 6: List of Preparers

• Chapter 7: References

• Chapter 8: Abbreviations and Acronyms

• Appendix

EA Outline
Other Chapters



Airports Division

NEPA Steps and Timeline

Step 8: Prepare and issue a FONSI, or NOI to Prepare an EIS

Step 7: Publish Final EA

Step 6: Incorporate and respond to comments in Final EA

Step 5: Accept and evaluate comments on Draft EA

Step 4: Comment period on Draft EA 

Step 3: Publish and circulate Draft EA for Review

Step 2: Prepare Draft EA

Step 1: Scoping



Airports Division

• Document available at: 
sandiego.gov/airports 

• Text, call, email at the end of this 
presentation 

• For next 10 days (Until October 24th

deadline): 

• Mail comments to:

Jorge E. Rubio, A.A.E.

Airports Deputy Director

City of San Diego – Airports

3750 John J. Montgomery Drive

San Diego, CA 92123
OR

• Email comments to: BrownFieldMAPNEPA@PublicInput.com

How to Comment

mailto:BrownFieldMAPNEPA@PublicInput.com


Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)

Question and Answer/Public 
Comment Session

Public Hearing



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)
Environmental Assessment (EA)

How to Participate

Ask a Question or Provide a Written Comment
1. Type your questions or comments into the chat box 

located next to the presentation livestream on the 
virtual public hearing website.

2. Text M326 to 855-925-2801. You will then be 
prompted to enter your questions or comments.

If you would like 
your comment to be 
considered part of 
the public record, 
please preface it 
with “This an official 
public comment…”



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)
Environmental Assessment (EA)

How to Participate
Ask a Question or Provide a Comment Verbally
1. Call 855-925-2801, enter code 8860 when prompted, and dial *3 to enter the 

queue for live questions and comments. 
Note: if calling in to provide your question or comment, please mute your computer audio 
while speaking to avoid feedback.

 If you would like your comment to be considered part of the public record, please 
preface it with “This an official public comment…”

 Please state and spell your name.
 Please limit your comment to 3 minutes.



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)
Environmental Assessment (EA)

Official Public Comment Methods

1. Email:  BrownFieldMAPNEPA@PublicInput.com

2. Mail:  Jorge E. Rubio, A.A.E.
Airports Deputy Director
City of San Diego – Airports
3750 John J. Montgomery Drive
San Diego, CA 92123

Comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. PST on October 24, 2020.



Airports Division

Jayson 
Christopher

Metropolitan 
Airpark Project, 

LLC

Margaret 
Bornyasz

ECORP 
Consulting, Inc.

Anne 
Surdzial

ECORP 
Consulting, Inc.

Jessie 
Beckman

ECORP 
Consulting, Inc.

Panelists
Live Question and Answer/Public Comment 
Session



Metropolitan Airpark Project
Brown Field Municipal Airport (SDM)

Closing

Public Hearing
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