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MISSION VALLEY PLANNING GROUP 

 

 

June 14, 2019 

 

City of San Diego 

Planning Department 

9485 Aero Drive, M.S. 413 

San Diego, CA 92123 

Re: Mission Valley Planning Group Annual Report 

Planning Staff: 

Enclosed please find the annual report from the Mission Valley Planning group.  This enclosure 

includes all meeting minutes from the March 2018 – March 2019 planning period.   

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Frankel 

Chair  
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

MISSION VALLEY PLANNING GROUP 

 

March 07, 2018 

 

Members Present: 

Steve Abbo,  Paul Brown, Cameron Bucher, Bob Cummings, Kaye Durant,  Alan Grant,     

Rob Hutsel, John Laraia,  Elizabeth Leventhal,  Kathy McSherry, John Nugent, Jim 

Penner, Keith Pittsford, Marco Sessa, Dottie Surdi,  Josh Weiselberg  

 

Members Absent: Mary Holland 

 

City/Government Staff: 

Tom Bostedt, Naomi Siodmok, Liz Saidkhanian, Brian Schoenfisch, Ryan Trabuco, Zach 

Bunshoft, Karen Reilly, Javier Gomez 

 

Guests:  

See list at end of minutes 

 

A.   CALL TO ORDER 

Dottie Surdi Chair, called the regular meeting of the Mission Valley Planning Group 

(MVPG) to order at 12: 10 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library Community Room located 

at 2123 Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA. 

 

Verify Quorum: 14 members were present, constituting a quorum. 

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –   

   Cameron Bucher led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

C. INTRODUCTIONS / OPENING REMARKS/REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

Dottie Surdi welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those present to sign the 

sign in sheets. Dottie thanked everyone for their support during her tenure as Chair. 

 

Guests introduced themselves.  

 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Kaye Durant moved to approve the minutes of the February 07, 2017 regular 

meeting.   Cameron Bucher  seconded the motion. Minutes were approved  –0 – with  

Steve Abbo,  Paul Brown, Cameron Bucher, Bob Cummings, Kaye Durant,  Alan 

Grant,    Rob Hutsel,  Elizabeth Leventhal,  John Nugent,  Dottie Surdi,  Josh 

Weiselberg voting yes, and   Kathy McSherry, Jim Penner, Keith Pittsford 

abstaining.         

                                                                                                                                        

E. PUBLIC INPUT – NON-AGENDA ITEMS BUT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF 

AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING GROUP. 

“The Mission Valley Planning Group has been formed and recognized by the City Council 

to make recommendations to the City Council, Planning Commission, City staff, and other 

governmental agencies on land use matters, specifically concerning the preparation of, 

adoption of, implementation of,  or amendment to, the General Plan or a land use plan 
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when a plan relates to the Mission Valley community boundaries. The planning group also 

advises on other land use matters as requested by the City or other governmental agency.” 

Mission Valley Planning Group Bylaws as Amended and approved July 2015 

 

The following topics were addressed: 

• Officer Tom Bostedt reported on the changes at the san Diego Polices Departments 

with the new Police Chief, including a new position of a new deputy chief for 

Homelessness—details still being worked out. 

• Gates being installed at key road ways to close when flooding occurs. 

• Concern about marijuana business/zoning application for 7850 Mission Center 

Court  

 

F. MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS   

Membership Meeting Election Results: 

Elected to MVPG Board at March 2018 Membership meeting with terms ending 2022. 

 

PROPERTY TAXPAYER 

Michele Addington 

Derek Hulse 

Larry Wenell 

 

LOCAL BUSINESSPERSON 

Cameron Bucher 

Alan Grant 

Marco Sessa 

 

RESIDENT 

Jonathan Frankel 

Andrew Michajlenko 

Dottie E. Surdi* 

 

PROPERTY OWNER 

Bob Cummings 

Rob Hutsel 

Rick Tarbell 

 

Membership Chair Keith Pittsford reported: 

        

1. Notice of Election of MVPG Officers 

 

The selection of the MVPG officers for the next 4 years will be completed by a MVPG 

Board vote at the April 2018 meeting.  

 

The officer positions are: Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. 

  

Board members were invited to submit their interest in serving in one of the positions to 

Keith Pittsford at:kpittsford@sgpa.com. 

 

mailto:kpittsford@sgpa.com
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From MVPG Bylaws: 

ARTICLE VII Planning Group Officers  

  

Section 1. The officers of the Mission Valley Planning Group (Executive Committee) shall 

be elected from and by the members of the planning group. Said officers shall consist of a 

Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. The length of an officer's term 

shall be 4 years, except that no person may serve in the same planning group office for 

more than eight consecutive years. After a period of one year in which that person did not 

serve as an officer that person shall again be eligible to serve as an officer.  

  

Section 2. Chairperson. The Chairperson shall be the principal officer of a recognized 

community planning group and shall preside over all planning group, general membership 

and communitywide meetings organized by the planning group and shall be empowered to 

appoint subcommittees and subcommittee chairpersons to assist in carrying on the business 

of the committee.  

  

Appeals of discretionary decisions to the City shall be made by the Chairperson or, if 

necessary because of direct economic interest or absence, by a designee identified to 

appeal that particular action on behalf of the planning group.  

  

Section 3. Vice Chairperson. In the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice Chairperson shall 

perform all the duties and responsibilities of the Chairperson.  

  

Section 4. Secretary.  The Secretary shall be responsible for the planning group’s 

correspondence, attendance records, and minutes and actions including identification of 

those planning group members that constitute a quorum, who vote on an action item, and 

who may abstain or recuse and the reasons, and shall assure that planning group members 

and members of the public have access to this information. The Secretary may take on these 

responsibilities or may identify individuals to assist in these duties.  

  

Section 5. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall deposit all moneys in the name and to the credit 

of the planning group with such depositories as may be designated by the Executive 

Committee.  The Treasurer shall disburse the funds of the planning group as may be 

ordered by the planning group, shall render to the planning group, when it requests an 

account of all of the community planning group’s transactions and of the financial 

condition of the planning group.  

  

Section 6. The Chairperson shall be a recognized community planning group’s 

representative to the Community Planners Committee (CPC). However, by vote of the 

planning group, a planning group member other than the chair may be  

selected as the official representative to CPC with the same voting rights and privileges as 

the chair. Designation of a member other than the chair for either representative, as well 

as for the planning group's alternate to CPC, shall be forwarded in writing to the staff 

representative to CPC prior to extension of voting rights and member attendance.  

  

Section 7. The Mission Valley Planning Group officers and representatives to the CPC 

shall promptly disseminate to all elected planning group members pertinent information 

that is received by the planning group regarding its official business.  
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2. MVPG Standing Committees and Subcommittee appointments 

With some MVPG Board members rotating off the MVPG Board, new members joining 

and the election of MVPG officers all MVPG Standing Committees and Subcommittee 

Chairs and members will need to be reappointed/appointed by the new Chair. A call will be 

made at the April meeting, once the MVPG Officers have been elected, for volunteers to 

serve on Standing Committees and/or subcommittees. The Standing Committees and/or 

subcommittees Chairs and members will be appointed after the MVPG Chair is elected, 

currently scheduled for the April 2018 MVPG Board meeting.. 

 

From the MVPG By-laws 

 

Article VII    

Section 2. Chairperson. The Chairperson shall be the principal officer of a recognized 

community planning group and shall preside over all planning group, general membership 

and communitywide meetings organized by the planning group and shall be empowered to 

appoint subcommittees and subcommittee chairpersons to assist in carrying on the 

business of the committee. 

  

Article VI-Section 2 

 

(b) Subcommittees  

The Mission Valley Planning Group may establish standing and ad hoc subcommittees 

when their operation contributes to more effective discussions at regular planning group 

meetings.  

  

(i) STANDING SUBCOMMITTEES - Pursuant to the purpose of the Mission Valley 

Planning Group as identified in Article II, Section 1, the planning group has established 

the following standing subcommittees: the Mission Valley Design Advisory Board, the 

Mission Valley Community Plan Update   

 Committee, and the Membership Committee. (See Exhibit B)  

  

(ii)  AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEES - Ad hoc subcommittees may be established for a finite 

period of time to review more focused issue areas and shall be disbanded following their 

review.  

  

(iii)  SUBCOMMITTEE COMPOSITION – Subcommittees shall contain a majority of 

members who are members of the planning group.  

  

Non-members, who are duly appointed by a planning group to serve on a subcommittee, 

may be indemnified by the City in accordance with Ordinance No. O-19883 NS, and any 

future amendments thereto, provided they satisfy any and all requirements of the 

Administrative Guidelines.  

  

(iv) RECOMMENDATIONS – Subcommittee recommendations must be brought forth to the 

full planning group for formal vote at a noticed public meeting.  In no case may a 

committee or subcommittee recommendation be forwarded directly to the City as the 

formal recommendation of the planning group without a formal vote of the full planning 

group.  
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3. Open positions on MVPG Board 

The current Board position open are for terms ending in 2020. There is one opening under 

the Property Taxpayer category and one opening under the Property Owner category. There 

may also be an opening in the Resident category due to Board absences.  

 

G. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The balance remains at $1,344.16  

 

H.  ACTION ITEMS 

1.  No items  

    

I.    INFORMATION ITEMS 

1.  Riverwalk San Diego   

 

Bhavesh Parikh presented an overview of the Riverwalk San Diego Projrct. 

 

The Riverwalk San Diego Development is a mixed-use project to redevelop the 200-acre 

Riverwalk golf course in west Mission Valley. http://riverwalksd.com/ 

 

The proposed plan will transform the existing Riverwalk specific plan into a balanced, 

mixed-use community with a large new public park, residential living, community-

oriented retail uses, new transit access, and office space. 

  

Major community benefits from the project are: 

Environment – restores river to natural habitat and fulfills the City of San Diego's 

Climate Action Plan 

Community – creates a walkable, live-work-play neighborhood 

Economy – creates needed housing, local jobs, and local economic activity 

 

The Levi Cushman Family Trust has owned the land for more than a century and has 

been planning to redevelop the golf course for more than 30 years.  

 

Recently Hines, a Houston-based real estate development firm, signed a partnership/co-

ownership agreement with the Levi Cushman Family Trust. https://www.hines.com/ 

As the co-owner of the property, Hines brings extensive experience in a range of property 

types, and a commitment to sustainability. The Hines project leaders are local residents, 

and Hines has extensive real estate projects in Southern California. 

 

The plan is to remake the Riverwalk Golf Club into a mixed-use development 

(neighborhood with housing, retail shops that serve daily needs; new office space that has 

options to get around —whether trolley or bicycle or walking and river park area) with 

4,300 housing units on the north side of the San Diego River. 

 

The goals of the project include: 

• Restore the San Diego River  

• Create natural habitat 

• Build a mix of housing, including senior and affordable units 

http://riverwalksd.com/
https://www.hines.com/
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• Create a mobility environment including pedestrian paths, share roads for 

bicyclists, wider sidewalks, and walkways connecting nearby developments and 

Fashion Valley Mall. 

• Be compliant with the goals of the city’s Climate Action Plan 

• Encourage mass transit, including building a trolley stop for the Green Line that 

runs through the property..  

• Create new office space for a blank campus opportunity for companies to relocate 

to San Diego, or for businesses and institutions to expand 

• Create a public park/river park area, which wouldl be about 40 percent of the 

square footage of the project. 

• Design a retail area that has brick buildings with an authentic look and character-  

Some located below balconies of residences. 

• Office spaces designed using metal and glass for office spaces 

• Designing buildings with differentiating architecture that still compliments 

neighboring developments. 

• Having adequate parking so parking does not spill into other communities or 

along Friars Road  

• Address the homeless issues that a new open space park may encourage 

• Celebrate history of Mission Valley 

• Address “food desert” in western part of Mission Valley 

• Connections/similar design to neighboring properties, especially Mission Greens 

and The Courtyards 

• Create active “welcoming” environment along Friars Road. 

 

Hines has been obtaining public input for the Riverwalk project through the public 

workshops, its website and project subcommittees associated with the Linda Vista and 

Mission Valley Planning Groups. See http://bit.ly/2CfVDMS. or 

http://lime.migwebtech.com/index.php/survey/index/sid/975146/lang/en 

 

In 2018 the project developers will submit a full proposal to the City of San Diego and 

will, with the City, conduct a public scoping meeting for the project’s Environmental 

Impact Report and complete traffic study. 

 

This submittal aims to amend/replace the Levi Cushman Plan that the City of San Diego 

approved for the site in the 1980s. The existing approved plan includes square footage for 

residential buildings, office buildings, hotel, retail but not a lot of continuous open space 

areas and does not make the restoration of the San Diego River a priority. 

 

http://bit.ly/2CfVDMS
http://lime.migwebtech.com/index.php/survey/index/sid/975146/lang/en


Mission Valley Planning Group-Minutes- March 07, 2018 Page 7 
 

 

 



Mission Valley Planning Group-Minutes- March 07, 2018 Page 8 
 

 

 



Mission Valley Planning Group-Minutes- March 07, 2018 Page 9 
 

 

For more information on Riverwalk, or to offer comment on the project through an online 

workshop, visit riverwalksd.com. 

 

Discussion/Comments/Questions 

• Bridge from office towers on south side of river to north side residential units.   

• What is phasing of project?  A. Still being worked out but will start on north side 

of river 

• Components of park—A. Balance of active/passive areas. 

• 14 acres of MTS land on northwest corner of property, will it be incorporated into 

project?  A. Developers are in talks with MTA about land, nothing to report at this 

time. 

• Will the park be a private or public park? A. To Be Determined 

• Traffic? A. Traffic studies are dependent on SANDAG. They have not been 

completed yet. When studies are completed developer will return to MVPG to 

review. 

• Height of buildings? A. Currently planning on 3-7 stories. 

• Will all 4, 000 units be rentals? A. To Be Determined 

• Can there be some office on north side of river and some housing on south side of 

river? A. Feasibility is being reviewed. 

• Are flooding issues on Fashion Valley Road being studied? Yes it is being 

studied/discussed with all the stakeholders who have an interest in the road.  

 

A.  Standing Committees: 

1)  Design Advisory Board  

The DAB did not meet 

   

2)  Mission Valley Community Plan Update- Elizabeth Levental 

The Community Plan Update Subcommittee (CPUS) did not meet in February. 

 

 Naomi Siodmok reported that the Mission Valley Community Plan Update 

Subcommittee scheduled for Friday, March 9, 2018, has been cancelled. Nancy Graham 

is out sick and City Planning staff is still working through delays with the traffic 

modeling process.  

  

The April meeting will be on April 13, 2018 at 3:00 at the Mission Valley Library. 

  

The CPUS committee normally meets the second Friday of each month from 3:00-4:30 at 

the Mission Valley Library.  

 

For more information please visit the CPUS website at: 

http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpu/missionvalley/ 

 

B. Ad Hoc Committees 

 1) Public Health, Safety and Welfare – Elizabeth Leventhal 

Elizabeth Leventhal had no new updates: 

 

 

http://riverwalksd.com/
http://sandiego.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b43902ea748a65a80eb02621e&id=813d62bd52&e=80f60a425b
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2)  Riverwalk-Rob Hutsel  

The Committee met on February 08, 2018 at noon at the Mission Valley Library.  The 

topic was on amenities for the project. 

 

The March meeting has been cancelled. The April meeting will be on April 13, 2018 at 

noon at the Mission Valley Library   

 

For more information please visit the Riverwalk website at:  

 http://riverwalksd.com/ 

 

3. MV Stadium Redevelopment-Paul Brown  

The Sub Committee met on February 23, 2018. 

 

Paul Brown reported that members discussed the approach the committee would take to 

fulfill its assignment.  

 

It was agreed that a list of questions would be developed for the Friends of SDSU 

(“Friends”), much like the questions that were developed for FS. As part of this process, 

the members will develop a list of priorities that each member believes are most 

important for the Valley. Each of these priorities will be given a numerical value and a 

“scorecard” will be shared with the MVPG to help it make a decision to which initiative 

to support, if any. This list will be delivered to the MVPG at the April 4 meeting.  

 

The questions for the Friends are to be submitted to Kaye Durant by March 16.  

 

The next meeting of the sub-committee will be March 23, 2018 at 1:00 PM 

 

2. Community Reports 

1. San Diego River Coalition  

A meeting was held on February 16, 2018.   

 

The agenda included: 

• River Trail Committee Report 

• Formation of Headwaters Committee 

• 2018 Priorities - Updates 

• Current Private Development Projects 

• Legislation and Public Project News 

The Coalition normally meets the third Friday of each month from 3:00-4:30 at the 

Mission Valley Library. 

 

The next meeting will on March 16, 2018. The topic will be the San Diego Riverwalk 

Development. 

 

More info at: www.sdrivercoalition.org  

 

3.  Community Planning Chairs Meeting – 

A meeting was held on February 27, 2018. 

http://riverwalksd.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zDEKFBUdglQsoN3CSEHw8DM2lqqPBiD1VYFoU5lU49lbWmQfgP3sLDFFqqmfQSZgZVvgfhTw_H-4eNRCZJU5TiWdDe7e17Z5nqv3U0EZ8R5TaxnFtLUnEtIIYNsIX8HjnIYqFYzHYsMeCKCZJXRcpjCQRbI2t7JAitbKrXZCxARQckrwA7Gq_Q==&c=dEimAz9m_W_Aw0DACo5WqmhUfr6xd92fOtTVRQKz5S6dx6OxGSUgjQ==&ch=GrM8eMqGcvImXDGpG-W2GsuU6ItFONt9umIhnfdI1lcoLvXq8QziNw==
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Dottie reported that she and John Nugent attended. The agenda included:  

 

• City Council Member Georgette Gomez discussed the SGLU Committee’s 

adopted Work Plan for the coming year   

• Laura Black, Deputy Director, Long Range Planning, of the City Planning 

Department provided an update regarding Planning Department leadership 

changes and office relocation.  

•  Robin Shiflett, Development Project Manager, and Liz Drake, AECOM, 

provided an update on the City Parks Master Plan. 

• Chris Kime, Principal Performance City Auditor reviewed the outlines of the 

ongoing audit of community planning groups. 

• Nico Calavita, Professor Emeritus, City Planning Program, San Diego State 

University made a presentation on the concept of “Land Value Recapture” as a 

city planning implementation tool that could provide additional funding for 

community benefits and affordable housing. The premise of Land Value 

Recapture is that when public action increases land value, the public should share 

in the increased values caused by public actions. 

 

Agendas and Minutes of meetings are located at: 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpc 

 

 4. Miscellaneous Mail/Items/For the Good of the Order 

 Dottie was thanked for her service as Chair of the MVPG. 

 

L. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to be brought before the 

Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 1:33 P.M. 

     

The next regular meeting will be on Wednesday April 04, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. at the  

Mission Valley Library, Community Room.  

 

__________________________ 

John Nugent, Secretary 

 

 

Design Advisory Board (DAB) Standing Committee 

 
DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD 

Mission Valley Planning Group 
 

There are no minutes this month  

 

The Community Plan Update Subcommittee (CPUS) 

                           
The Committee did not meet so there are no minutes this month  

 

 

 

PHOTO OF GUEST SIGN IN SHEET FOR MARCH 07,  2018 MEETING 

for

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpc
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

MISSION VALLEY PLANNING GROUP 

 

May 2, 2018 

 

Members Present: 

Steve Abbo, Michele Addington, Derek Hulse, Rob Hutsel, Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy 

McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, John Nugent, Jim Penner, Keith Pittsford, Rick Tarbell, 

Marco Sessa, Dottie Surdi, Josh Weiselberg. Perry Dealy joined after being elected. 

 

Members Absent: Cameron Bucher, Kaye Durant, Bob Cummings, Alan Grant, Larry 

Wenell, John La Raia 

 

City/Government Staff: 

Nancy Graham, Liz Saidkhanian, Javier Gomez, Ryan Trabuco, Zach Bunshaft  

 

Guests:  

See list at end of minutes 

 

A.   CALL TO ORDER 

John Nugent called the regular meeting of the Mission Valley Planning Group (MVPG) 

to order at 12:07p.m. at the Mission Valley Library Community Room located at 2123 

Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA. 

 

Verify Quorum: 14 members were present, constituting a quorum. 

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –   

Dottie Surdi led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

C.   Election of MVPG Officers– Keith Pittsford 

Keith Pittsford nominated Perry Dealy for a term ending 2020 in either of the Property 

Owner category. Voting results 12 (unanimous) in favor and -0- against. Perry Dealy was 

seated on the MVPG as a member in the Property Owner category.  

 

D. INTRODUCTIONS / OPENING REMARKS/REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

John Nugent welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those present to sign the 

sign in sheets. 

 

1. The July 4, 2018 regular meeting of the MVPG will be cancelled.  

 

2. Committee Members 

  

DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD (DAB) STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 

MVPG Board members 

Andrew Michajlenko, Chair  

Michele Addington 

John Nugent 

Dottie Surdi 
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Larry Wenell 

 

Non-MVPG 

Paul Dugas 

Steven Kiss 

Jerry Shonkwileraia 

Bruce Warren 

 

RIVERWALK SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  

MVPG Members 

Rob Hutsel (chair) 

John Nugent 

Dottie Surdi 

Keith Pittsford 

Elizabeth Leventhal 

Steve Abbo 

Bob Cummings 

Michelle Addington 

  

Non-MVPG 

Robert Doherty 

Bob Shandor 

Mary Shepperd 

Frank Schultz 

 

John reported that on April 12, 2018 the City Council adopted new marijuana regulations 

and replaced Medical Marijuana Consumer Cooperatives (MMCC) with Marijuana 

Outlets. 

 

4. Guests introduced themselves.  

 

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Keith Pittsford moved to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2017 regular meeting.                            

Rob Hutsel seconded the motion. Minutes were approved 10-0-5 with  

Michele Addington, Derek Hulse, Rob Hutsel, Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy 

McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, John Nugent, Keith Pittsford, Rick Tarbell, Josh 

Weiselberg, voting yes and 

Perry Dealy, Marco Sessa, Dottie Surdi, Jim Penner and Steve Abbo, abstaining.  

 

F. APPROVAL OF ANNUAL REPORT 

John Nugent presented the MVPG with the 2017 Annual Report of the MVPG for 

discussion and approval.  

 

Elizabeth Leventhal moved to approve the 2017 Annual Report of the MVPG. Keith 

Pittsford seconded the motion. The matter was approved 15-0-0  

with Steve Abbo, Michele Addington, Derek Hulse, Rob Hutsel, Elizabeth 

Leventhal, Kathy McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, John Nugent, Marco Sessa, 
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Dottie Surdi, Jim Penner, Keith Pittsford, Rick Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg and Perry 

Dealy voting yes.  

                                                                                                                                        

G. PUBLIC INPUT – NON-AGENDA ITEMS BUT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF 

AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING GROUP. 

“The Mission Valley Planning Group has been formed and recognized by the City Council 

to make recommendations to the City Council, Planning Commission, City staff, and other 

governmental agencies on land use matters, specifically concerning the preparation of, 

adoption of, implementation of, or amendment to, the General Plan or a land use plan when 

a plan relates to the Mission Valley community boundaries. The planning group also 

advises on other land use matters as requested by the City or other governmental agency.” 

Mission Valley Planning Group Bylaws as Amended and approved July 2015 

 

The following topics were addressed: 

• No Community Plan update Meeting on Friday 5/11/2018 

• eCow is on Saturday 5/5/2018 at 8:00AM 

• San Diego River Day May 12-20 

 

H. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE – Keith Pittsford 

1. Open positions on MVPG Board 

Keith Pittsford reviewed the current Board positions open are for terms ending in 2020. 

There is one opening under each of the Property Taxpayer, and Resident categories. Any 

member of the public interested in serving is invited to apply. Currently we have 22 

members out of a possible 24. 

 

I. TREASURER’S REPORT – Elizabeth Leventhal 

The balance remains at $1,344.16.  

 

J.  ACTION ITEMS 

1. Neighborhood Use Permit: Sign Plan for Del Rio Apartments – Brandy Orner 

 

Background: The proposed project's purpose is beautification of the existing sign 

program at Del Rio Apartment Homes on Fenton Parkway at Friars Road.  

 

The following changes are included in the proposed Neighborhood Use Permit: 

Ten existing signs will be refaced, including 6 monument signs on Fenton Parkway.  

Removal of twelve existing banner flag signs with 6 new banner flags to be installed 

along Friars Road. The monument sign at the corner of Friars and Fenton Parkway will 

be removed and replaced with a new monument sign. Five new leasing directional signs 

will be placed to assist the flow of vehicular traffic to find the leasing office, which is 

located at the eastern most driveway on Fenton Parkway.  

 

Proposed Sign Plan may be downloaded here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ddubo3mumt66yux/DEL%20RIO%20Sign%20Prog%20180

216.pdf?dl=0 

 

The project was reviewed by the DAB April 30, 2018.  

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ddubo3mumt66yux/DEL%20RIO%20Sign%20Prog%20180216.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ddubo3mumt66yux/DEL%20RIO%20Sign%20Prog%20180216.pdf?dl=0
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Perry Dealy moved to recommend approval of the Neighborhood Use Permit for the 

Sign Plan for Del Rio Apartments as submitted. Rob Hustel seconded the motion. 

The matter was approved 15-0-0 

with Steve Abbo, Michele Addington, Derek Hulse, Rob Hutsel, Elizabeth 

Leventhal, Kathy McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, John Nugent, Marco Sessa, 

Dottie Surdi, Jim Penner, Keith Pittsford, Rick Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg, and Perry 

Dealy voting yes.  

 

2. Grand Jury Report on Community Planning Groups – John Nugent 

 

Keith Pittsford moved to recommend approval of preparation of a written response 

to the San Diego City Planning Division concerning the Grand Jury Report as 

follows and Dottie Surdi seconded the motion. 

 

Motion: The response to the Grand Jury Report on Community Planning Groups 

by the Mayor and City Council should include a resounding affirmation of the 

importance and positive role that Community Planning Groups have within the City 

Planning and Development Services Department and that efforts be made to 

strengthen communications among City Department and Community Planning 

Groups to indicate that there is a partnership between the Community Planning 

Groups and various City of San Diego departments. The MVPG does not support 

consolidation of Community Planning Groups but does support a review of the 

Community Planning Group Boundaries. The MVPG does support any efforts to 

improve recruiting of members, especially those that could result in more diverse 

Community Planning Group memberships. 

 

The matter was approved 14-0-1 with Steve Abbo, Michele Addington, Derek Hulse, 

Rob Hutsel, Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, John 

Nugent, Marco Sessa, Dottie Surdi, Jim Penner, Keith Pittsford, Rick Tarbell, Josh 

Weiselberg voting yes and Perry Dealy abstaining.  

  

 

K.    INFORMATION ITEMS 

1.  No items  

 

L. Committee/Community Reports: 

A.  Standing Committees: 

1)  Design Advisory Board – Andrew Michaeljenko 

 

Andrew reviewed the minutes for the DAB meeting. Please see minutes below. 

 

 

2)  Mission Valley Community Plan Update- Elizabeth Levental/Andrew Michajlenko 

The meeting scheduled for May 11, 2018 is cancelled.  

 

The CPUS committee normally meets the second Friday of each month from 3:00-4:30 at 

the Mission Valley Library. The meetings are open to the public.  
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For more information please visit the CPUS website at: 

http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpu/missionvalley/ 

 

B. Ad Hoc Committees 

1) Public Health, Safety and Welfare – Elizabeth Leventhal 

Waiting on We All Count report. 

 

2)  Riverwalk-Rob Hutsel  

 

  

 

Next meeting will be held May 11, 2018 at noon at Mission Valley Library. 

For more information please visit the Riverwalk website at:  

 http://riverwalksd.com/ 

 

3. MV Stadium Redevelopment-Kaye Durant  

 

No Report: 

 

Next meeting will be held May 8, 2018 at 1 P.M. at Mission Valley Library. 

 

2. Community Reports 

1. San Diego River Coalition  

 

 

The Coalition normally meets the third Friday of each month from 3:00-4:30 at the 

Mission Valley Library. 

 

The next meeting will be May 18, 2018.  

 

More info at: www.sdrivercoalition.org  

 

2. Community Planning Chairs Meeting – 

A meeting was held on April 24, 2018. John Nugent attended. 

 

John Nugent reported that the agenda included:  

• Council Member David Alvarez discussing the proposed sidewalk repair policy. 

• Introduction of new Planning Director Mike Hansen 

• Master Storm Waster Maintenance Program 

• Proposals to Restructure Community Planning Groups-Grand Jury and Circulate 

San Diego Reports  

 

Agendas and Minutes of meetings are located at: 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpc 

 

 

 3. Miscellaneous Mail/Items/For the Good of the Order 

 

http://sandiego.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b43902ea748a65a80eb02621e&id=813d62bd52&e=80f60a425b
http://riverwalksd.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zDEKFBUdglQsoN3CSEHw8DM2lqqPBiD1VYFoU5lU49lbWmQfgP3sLDFFqqmfQSZgZVvgfhTw_H-4eNRCZJU5TiWdDe7e17Z5nqv3U0EZ8R5TaxnFtLUnEtIIYNsIX8HjnIYqFYzHYsMeCKCZJXRcpjCQRbI2t7JAitbKrXZCxARQckrwA7Gq_Q==&c=dEimAz9m_W_Aw0DACo5WqmhUfr6xd92fOtTVRQKz5S6dx6OxGSUgjQ==&ch=GrM8eMqGcvImXDGpG-W2GsuU6ItFONt9umIhnfdI1lcoLvXq8QziNw==
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpc
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• Todd Gloria is hosting a Coffee on May 12 at 10:30AM at the La Hacienda Hotel in 

Old Town  

________________________________ 

M. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to be brought before the 

Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 1:03P.M. 

     

The next regular meeting will be on Wednesday June 6, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. at the  

Mission Valley Library, Community Room.  

 

_ 

_________________________ 

for Cameron Bucher, Secretary 

 

 

Design Advisory Board (DAB) Standing Committee 

 
DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD 

Mission Valley Planning Group 
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The Community Plan Update Subcommittee (CPUS) 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

MISSION VALLEY COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Date: 
Apr 13, 2018 
 
Members Present: 
Alan Grant, Derek Husle, Rob Hutsel, Richard Ledford, Elizabeth Leventhal, Andrew Michajlenko, 
John Nugent, Karen Ruggels, Marco Sessa, Dottie Surdi, Karen Tournaire, Patrick Pierce, 
John Schneidmiller, Paul Brown 
                                                                                                                                                               
Members Absent: 
Larry Wenell 
 
San Diego City Planning Staff: 
City:  Nancy Graham, Liz Saidkhanian, Naomi Siodmok 
 
Other City Staff: 
Traffic Engineering : Maureen Gardiner 
 
Consultants: 
Chen Ryan: Monique Chen, Phuong Nguyen 
 
Others in Attendance: 
Eliala Dostal, Cindy Moore, Michael Sherman, Ken Gotthelf (JUP LLC), Ian Hossfeld (Hines), John 
Ziebarth, Tom Fitzpatrick, Steve Bossi (Atlantis Group), Rachel Esguerra (Library Staff)  
 
 
 
 
Meeting Notes: 
 
 
A. Call to Order 

            Nancy Graham called the regular meeting of the Mission Valley Community Plan Update 
Subcommittee (CPUS) to order at 3:00 pm at the Mission Valley Library Community Room located 
at 2133 Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA. 

 
B. Introductions 

            Nancy Graham introduced Chen Ryan Associates who is providing traffic consultation for the 
Community Plan Update.  

 
C. Mobility Forecast Modeling 
 

1. Traffic forecast modeling prepared by SANDAG with oversight by City of San Diego and 
Chen Ryan Associates. 

2. The existing Adopted Community Plan mobility model is based upon trip-based allowances 
assigned to land-uses (ADT).   
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Figure 1 Adopted ADT & LOS - graduated lines 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Adopted Vs Base Year with Border 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

MISSION VALLEY PLANNING GROUP CONCERNING NOVEMBER 2018 

BALLOT INITIATIVES REGARDING MISSION VALLEY STADIUM 

PROPERTY 

 

October 3, 2018 

 

Members Present: 

Steve Abbo, Michele Addington, Cameron Bucher, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, Bob 

Cummings, Jonathan Frankel, Alan Grant, Derek Hulse, John La Raia, Elizabeth 

Leventhal, Kathy McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, Patrick Pierce, Keith Pittsford, Marco 

Sessa, Rick Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg and Larry Wenell. 

 

Members Absent: Jim Penner, Dottie Surdi,  

 

City/Government Staff: 

Scott Sherman, San Diego City Councilman for District 7 

Barbara Bry, San Diego City Council for District 1 and Council President Pro Tempore 

Ryan Trabuco for Toni Atkins, Senator for District 39 and Senate President Pro Tempore 

Representative for Todd Gloria, Assembly member of the 78th District  

Dave Gibson, new representative for the SDPD Dkeilbson@PD.sandiego.gov 

 

Guests:  

See list at end of minutes 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

Cameron Bucher called the regular meeting of the Mission Valley Planning Group 

(MVPG) to order at 12:01 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library Community Room located 

at 2123 Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA. 

 

Verify Quorum: 19 members were present, constituting a quorum.  

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –   

Michele Addington led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

C.   INTRODUCTIONS / OPENING REMARKS/REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

Cameron Bucher, acting chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those 

present to sign the sign in sheets. 

 

1. Resignation of John Nugent, Chair. 

 

D.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Kaye Durant moved to approve the minutes of the September 5, 2018 regular meeting; 

Michele Addington seconded the motion. Minutes were approved 19-0-0 with Steve 

Abbo, Michele Addington, Cameron Bucher, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, Bob Cummings, 

Jonathan Frankel, Alan Grant, Derek Hulse, John La Raia, Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy 

McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, Patrick Pierce, Keith Pittsford, Marco Sessa, Rick 

Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg and Larry Wenel voting yes. Dottie Surdi and Jim Penner were 

absent.  

mailto:Dkeilbson@PD.sandiego.gov
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E.  ACTION ITEMS 

 

1.  

a. Consideration of Citizens' Initiative Measure E, "San Diego River Park and 

Soccer City Initiative" as approved by the San Diego City Council on 

7/30/2018 for Placement on the November 6, 2018 Municipal Special Election 

Ballot, and Related Actions Regarding Ballot Materials. 

 

i. Andrew Michajlenko. recused himself for this Item. 

ii. Discussion on Marco Sessa and John LaRaia regarding alleged conflict of 

interest and recusal for this Item.   

1. Marco asserted that he has no direct economic involvement and 

asked the group to take make a motion and take a vote for his ability to 

stay on the board for this Item.  No motion was made. 

2. Kaye Durant commented and believes Marco with respect to no 

economic involvement, but for sake of the whole community, she 

expressed that Marco and John should recuse themselves in order not to 

cloud the issue moving forward. 

3. Scott Sherman agreed with Kaye that appearances play a 

significant part of public perception and if it may impact that perception if 

they do not recuse themselves. 

4. John LaRaia expressed that he has discussed this issue many times 

over the last year.  He asserted that Marco and John each represent 

companies that have been in Mission Valley for many decades and their 

companies are helping to fund the NO on E campaign.  They are each 

informed and have no direct economic interest in the future redevelopment 

of the site.  They both are concerned with the traffic issues related to 

Measure E and should not have to recuse. 

5. Derek Hulse asked if there is a distinction about not having a direct 

economic benefit 

6. Perry Dealy asked if this discussion should be a public or private 

discussion, stating the reason we are all on the board is because we are 

interested in the community and in his case for up to 35 years non-

continuously.  Part of what makes this a good board is the fact we are 

informed and make good decisions. 

7. Cameron Bucher paraphrased the bylaws of direct economic 

interest and the administrative guidelines are clear on there are initiatives 

like planning policy and land use matters which are distinct from more 

recognizable and can be identified more readily.  Greater good matters 

have other considerations that should be considered for the ‘public in 

general’.  If they decide to not recuse and there is no motion from the 

board to suggest they recuse, then we move on.  There was no motion and 

this discussion was closed. 

iii. Kaye Durant identified that she and Jonathan Frankel developed a list of 

questions that were asked and answered by Soccer City last night on 10/2.  
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She characterized that there were more negative answers provided than 

positive ones, ie: “we’re going to do this, but SDSU is going to do that.” 

1. Perry Dealy asked if Soccer City going to go through a full EIR 

like SDSU.  Jonathan answered, in his research, no. 

2. Marco Sessa participated in the sub-committee meetings and 

suggested that circumstances changed as the process progressed.  Marco 

has several questions that he could pose but decided to pass the torch to 

Jonathan. 

3. Jonathan Frankel emphasized the importance of the analysis that 

the City has provided and that he and Kaye Durant developed the 

questions without input from others and after meetings with proponents of 

both initiatives in order to best formulate questions.  Jonathan Frankel 

proceeded to provide the following overview of the Measure E initiative, 

which would do the following: 

a. Directs the Mayor to enter into a 99-year ground lease with one private 

entity to be controlled by FS Investors  

b. This entity will also have an option to purchase 79.9 acres in the event 

that some conditions are satisfied, like building the MLS stadium 

within 7 years  

c. This entity can assign, sublease and otherwise transfer their rights in 

the property to 3rd parties, including the option right, subject to 

minimal oversight by the City Council or City Attorney  

d. The Mayor is the one to determine what the rent is for the 99-year 

lease, which has a minimum of $10,000.  There seems to be 

uncertainty about how much control the City retains over subleases, 

but no-one from Soccer City has shown up to provide a presentation or 

answer questions today.  One item needing specific attention is the 

Riverpark.  Soccer City has claimed that there is $40mm which could 

be reduced to $20mm and the creation of said park likely requires 

approval by at least 3 state and federal agencies.  He quoted a section 

of the initiative related to and 18-month time frame to gain approvals, 

when at which time if no permits are achieved, they can turn over the 

money to build the park to the City for their construction.  There are 

many other clauses in the initiative that create significant uncertainty 

and limit the ability of the City to control the property.   

e. Fair market value discussion and statement of a value as of a date 

certain, which is not fair, and it precludes the value created by the MV 

Community Plan update.  FSI will not pay the amount of the value of 

the land after entitlements 

iv. Derek Hulse identified the fact that both initiatives value the land 

currently as well.  Perry Dealy suggested that we should keep each 

initiative discussion separate and mentioned that the SD River park 

foundation has not endorsed this plan. 

v. Councilman Scott Sherman then spoke in favor of the Soccer City 

initiative along with the Mayor’s support.  He suggested that we need to 

approve this measure to fulfill the long-term desire to provide a much and 

long needed asset without spending taxpayer dollars.  There is a lease on 

the land that will be negotiated with the mayor and the terms of the lease 

can be negotiated whereas a sale cannot achieve the similar terms.  The 
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fact that this significant asset and it is losing money.   The city has not 

done a good job of planning and negotiating the improvements to date.  He 

would like to put it in front of the voters. By leasing or selling to a private 

entity, the City gets to collect property taxes, whereas they do not collect 

taxes on much of the SDSU proposal.  He ended with the statement that 

“we finally have a chance to get something done.” 

vi. Joe la Cava with the NO on E group.  He emphasized that the 

INITIATIVE is what is in front of the voters, not the promised or pictures.  

The Initiative was created by the FS Group to benefit themselves in every 

way.  He handed out a sheet that have gone on record against the measure.  

He also stated that there is a lack of accountably, such as traffic 

mitigation, which most of which is subject to approval by the City in small 

chunks and not in large measure.  He ended with the statement to “Please 

vote No on E.” 

vii. Teresa Quiroz identified a 51-page newspaper print of the background in 

small type to identify FSI’s obligations including clauses with no 

mandatory start dates, completion dates, or other key clauses, like ‘if 

requested by soccer city, the mayor may void regulations needed to 

achieve Soccer City’s issues without complying with regulations.’  She 

pointed out that there are many ‘little sentences’ that effect the 

enforceability of the development’s obligations. 

viii. Jeff Harder, SDSU Alumni asked how the gentlemen whose companies 

have put up money on direct economic interest and non-recusal.  We 

referred to item 1.a.ii. 

ix. Councilwoman Barbara Bry identified this as one of the most important 

votes of her career.  She opposed it early thinking it would be terrible for 

the City in the long term.  She asserted that the Mayor retaliated by 

removing money from her district for discretionary funds.  She pointed out 

that there is no guarantee that there will be a river park and other promises 

have significant ‘escape hatches’. 

x. Laura Fink wanted to encourage the board to take a position and 

celebrated the discussion here today.  Escape hatches are real 

xi. Kaye Durant moved to oppose the initiative as presented; Bob 

Cummings seconded the motion.  

1. Discussion from John LaRaia added that related to the assertion 

of FSI’s that the initiative will not cost the City Taxpayers any 

money, the City Attorney will cover need to cover the legal fees of 

a lawsuit for $100,000 in legal fees. 

2. The matter was denied 16-1-2 with Steve Abbo, Michele 

Addington, Cameron Bucher, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, Bob 

Cummings, Jonathan Frankel, Alan Grant, John La Raia, 

Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy McSherry, Keith Pittsford, Marco 

Sessa, Rick Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg and Larry Wenel voting yes.  

Patrick Pierce voting no and Andrew Michajlenko and Derek 

Hulse recusing and/or abstaining.  

 

b. Consideration of Citizens' Initiative Measure G, "SDSW West Campus 

Research Center, Stadium, and River Park Initiative," as approved by the San 

Diego City Council on 7/30/2018 for Placement on the November 
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6, 2018 Municipal Special Election Ballot, and Related Actions Regarding 

Ballot Materials. 

i. Councilwoman Barbara Bry spoke in favor of SDSU West.  She identified 

that the land for the existing campus was donated with only a mandate to 

build a college.  This deal before us has called for a negotiation for the 

land value of the sale.  Project has benefits well beyond the sales price in 

the form of long term economic benefits and the advancement and 

expansion of the SDSU campus. 

ii. Councilman Scott Sherman declared he is against the friends of SDSU for 

a number of reasons: It excludes purchasing the land for the park, I would 

be selling a taxpayer asset, The specificity of Soccer City vs SDSU West 

2200 pages vs. 13 pages is significant, the traffic impacts are identified to 

be build and no plan exists for SDSU, the City just voted to subsidize 

football for SDSU until 2020, but taxpayers are subsidizing the balance 

that is not covered by the lease, the person who is sponsoring this 

measure, Jack McGrory, has said trust me before on many issues that 

turned out badly.  He ended with ‘Vote no on the SDSU measure.’ 

iii. Kaye Durant spoke regarding questions prepared by her and Jonathan 

Frankel that were sent to SDSU based on the initiative review with 

responses returned a week and a half ago.  The answers were positive in 

their answers and generally complete. 

1. Jonathan Frankel thanked SDSU and their representatives 

characterizing the 13 pages as an outline of things that are to come.  It 

is a 120-year-old university likely to work in the best interest of the 

City.  The university will have approval rights and not the city over 

permitting and construction.  The City council will enter into 

negotiations with the City Council for the park and other aspects with 

timing and triggers in place.  There is also a commitment to 

environmental review.  CEQA has discretion with mitigation where 

feasible on aspects.  Investment in public education has an aspect of 

greater good for the community and economically. 

iv. Marco Sessa stated that that short-term taxes are outweighed by long term 

economic benefits provided by a university and are more than the taxes 

which was pointed out by Councilwoman Bry. He reiterated the long-term 

benefits to the community and City in both economic and social terms.  

Marco also expressed that the previous comments against Jack McGrory 

were wrong, in his opinion. 

v. Rick Tarbell and Jonathan Frankel had questions back and forth regarding 

the proposed 4600 housing units.  Once the land is sold, the regulation will 

be by the State of California.  Jonathan suggested that certain aspects are 

‘baked into’ the agreement on the terms and conditions.  Rick has worked 

with UCI and the Irvine Co, who have done similar agreements in the past 

and it has worked for 50 years.  He suggested that the land will be given as 

a ‘free ride’ and he expressed concern if proper restrictions in the 

agreement will be negotiated in the future. 

vi. Elizabeth Leventhal pointed out that this project seems to align with the 

community plan update.   
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vii. Katie Temple asked for support for growth of education with an open and 

transparent process and continue to grow the economy by having more 

alumni, who support the local economy in many ways. 

viii. Kaye Durant moved to recommend the initiative as presented; 

Elizabeth Leventhal seconded the motion.  

1. Discussion from Jonathan Franke added that the hope that if the 

measure passes the vote, that Friends of SDSU would work with 

the MVPG on the specifics of the plan and the EIR to come. 

2. The matter was recommended 16-0-3 with Steve Abbo, Michele 

Addington, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, Bob Cummings, Jonathan 

Frankel, Alan Grant, John La Raia, Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy 

McSherry, Patrick Pierce, Keith Pittsford, Marco Sessa, Rick 

Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg and Larry Wenel voting yes.  Nobody 

voting no, and Andrew Michajlenko, Cameron Bucher and Derek 

Hulse recusing and/or abstaining.  

 

2. Election of Chair and Vice Chair of MVPG-Keith Pittsford 

a. Keith Pittsford reviewed the current Board positions open.  With John 

Nugent’s resignation last month, there are 2 open positions in the Property 

Taxpayer category that end in 2020.  There is one open position in the 

Property Owner category that ends in 2022.  Any member of the public 

interested in serving is invited to apply.  Currently there are 21 members out 

of a possible 24 positions. 

b. Since the resignation of John Nugent last month, there have been no requests 

or nominations for Chair or Vice Chair prior to this meeting 

i. Kaye Durant volunteered for Vice Chair in the meeting 

ii. Michele Addington volunteered for Chair in the meeting 

iii. Michael Sherman from the audience expressed interest in joining 

the MVPG and serving as Chair.  He currently qualifies as a 

property owner representative for the Scottish Rite. 

c. A decision was made to defer the vote on open positions until the November 

meeting, starting with a vote to add Mr. Sherman to sit on the board. 

 

F. ADJOURNMENT – There being no further business to be brought before the 

Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 1:40 P.M.  

     

The next regular meeting will be on Wednesday, November 7, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. at the  

Mission Valley Library, Community Room.  

 

_ ________________________ 

Keith Pittsford, for Cameron Bucher, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE  

MISSION VALLEY PLANNING GROUP  

 

November 7, 2018  
Mission Valley Public Library, Community Room 

2123 Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA 92108 

 

 

Members Present: 

Michele Addington, Cameron Bucher, Bob Cummings, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, 

Jonathan Frankel, Alan Grant, Derek Hulse, John La Raia, Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy 

McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, Jim Penner, Keith Pittsford, Marco Sessa, Dottie Surdi, 

Rick Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg and Larry Wenell. 

 

Members Absent: Steve Abbo, Patrick Pierce, 

 

City/Government Staff: 

Javier Gomez – Office of Assembly Member Todd Gloria 

Dave Gibson, new representative for the SDPD Dkeilbson@PD.sandiego.gov 

 

Guests:  

See list at end of minutes 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

Cameron Bucher called the regular meeting of the Mission Valley Planning Group 

(MVPG) to order at 12:05 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library Community Room located 

at 2123 Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA. 

 

Verify Quorum: 19 members were present, constituting a quorum.  

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –   

Kathy McSherry led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

C.   INTRODUCTIONS / OPENING REMARKS/REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

Cameron Bucher, acting chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those 

present to sign the sign in sheets. It was also noted that the meeting agenda was posted at 

the Library, but was not posted to the City website.  

 

D.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Elizabeth Leventhal moved to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2018 regular 

meeting; Michele Addington seconded the motion. Minutes were approved 17-0-2 with 

Michele Addington, Cameron Bucher, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, Bob Cummings, 

Jonathan Frankel, Alan Grant, Derek Hulse, John La Raia, Elizabeth Leventhal, Kathy 

McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, Keith Pittsford, Marco Sessa, Rick Tarbell, Josh 

Weiselberg and Larry Wenel voting yes. Dottie Surdi and Jim Penner abstained due to 

their September absence.  

 

 

                                                                                                                                    

mailto:Dkeilbson@PD.sandiego.gov
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E.  PUBLIC INPUT 

1. David Myer from SD Health announced an open house on November 25, 2018 

for a Hillcrest Medical Center Update. 

2. Marco Sessa announced that a Public Farmers Market is being held at Civita on 

Friday afternoons from about 3PM until 7PM. 

 

F.   MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

1. Open position Volunteer, Michael Sherman representing the Scottish Rite 

Center in the category of Property Taxpayer was elected unanimously and seated. 

2. Election of Chair and Vice Chair of MVPG – Keith Pittsford and Bob 

Cummings counted ballots and confirmed: 

 a. Jonathan Frankel for chairperson 

 b. Kaye Durant for vice-chairperson 

 

G.  TREASURER’S REPORT 

1. Elizabeth Leventhal   No Changes reported 

 

H.   ACTION ITEMS 

1. CUP Amendment – The Marijuana Outlet, 3703 Camino Del Rio South 

 

The applicant made a presentation concerning the proposed expansion of the marijuana 

facility. Elizabeth Leventhal expressed her opinion for not needing an expansion. Marco 

Sessa had questions on City issues, traffic and remaining City comments. Cameron 

Bucher and others had questions concerning the size of the expansion proposed and the 

need.Keith Pittsford had questions concerning the glass, screening, and ventilations.  

 

Kaye Durant moved to recommend the initiative and amended the motion to include 

that all City comments need to be closed out; Perry Dealy seconded the motion. The 

matter was recommended 16-3-0 with Michele Addington, Cameron Bucher, Perry 

Dealy, Kaye Durant, Bob Cummings, Jonathan Frankel, Alan Grant, Derek Hulse, 

John La Raia, Kathy McSherry, Andrew Michajlenko, Keith Pittsford, Marco 

Sessa, Dottie Surdi, Rick Tarbell, Josh Weiselberg voting yes and Elizabeth 

Leventhal, Jim Penner, and Larry Wenell voting no. 

 

I.   INFORMATION ITEMS 

     1. City of San Diego – Proposed Water Main Replacements – Gabriel Torres 

 

Gabriel noted that work will be performed during the day with traffic control and notices 

will be send out for the sections affected ahead of time. Josh noted that ComicCon event 

is July 18-21 and recommended to start after that event. Other questions were posed 

concerning the engineering aspects of the project, including work hours and lay 

down/storage area. No action was taken on the matter.  

 

 J.    COMMITTEE/COMMUNITY REPORTS: 

1.  Subcommittee Reports: 

Standing Committees: 
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a. Design Advisory Board – Normally meets the Monday prior to the 
MVPG meeting at 3:30 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library- 

b. Mission Valley Community Plan Update- Elizabeth Levental/ Andrew 
Michajlenko Normally meets 2nd Friday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at 
the Mission Valley Library. . Mary Sheppard commented that the Board 

was failing to adequately represent the community’s interest with 

respect to the City’s proposed deadline for comments. The CPU 

proposes substantial changes to the character of Mission Valley and lack 

of insightful and timely response from the MVPG risks allowing the 

City to pursue a plan that the community may not desire. Cameron 

Bucher responded that the CPU included moving parts, some of which 

the City has yet to provide and that absent all aspect of the plan, 

including, specifically, the traffic modeling, left the MVPG feeling it 

couldn’t adequately respond to the City in that it lacked a holistic 

understanding of the potential effects of the CPU and how it may wish 

to weigh in on them.

c. Ad Hoc Committees

1) Public Health, Safety and Welfare – Elizabeth Leventhal

Nothing reported 

2) Riverwalk-Michele Addington

Nothing reported 

3) MV Stadium Redevelopment-Kaye Durant

Kaye Durant posed the question whether this Ad Hoc 

Committee should continue; the consensus from the MVPG 

Board was that it should and that the Chair should draft a 

letter to the Mayor’s office seeking direct involvement in 

the SDSU West negotiations with the Mayor’s Office in 

connection with the stadium property.  

2. Community Reports

a. San Diego River Coalition – Alan Grant-Normally meets the

third Friday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Mission Valley

Library.

i. Rob Hutsel mentioned that he had written a letter on

behalf of the SD River Coalition opposing the Via Las Cumbres 

road due to issues related to the park. 

b. Community Planning Chairs Meeting –Cameron

Bucher/Michele Addington

Nothing reported 

3. Miscellaneous Mail/Items-For the Good of the Order

Nothing reported 

K. Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:15P.M.
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Next Regular Meeting Date – Wednesday, December 05, 2018-12 noon 
at the Mission Valley Library, Community Room. 
 

_________________________ 

Keith Pittsford, for Cameron Bucher, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE  

MISSION VALLEY PLANNING GROUP  

 

December 5, 2018  
Mission Valley Public Library, Community Room 

2123 Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA 92108 

 

 

Members Present: 

Steve Abbo, Michele Addington, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, Bob Cummings, Jonathan 

Frankel, Alan Grant, Elizabeth Leventhal, Andrew Michajlenko, Patrick Pierce, Jim 

Penner, Keith Pittsford, Marco Sessa, Michael Sherman, Dottie Surdi, Josh Weiselberg 

and Larry Wenell. 

 

Members Absent: Cameron Bucher, Bob Cummings, Derek Hulse, John La Raia, Kathy 

McSherry, and Rick Tarbell 

 

City/Government Staff: 

 

Guests:  

See list at end of minutes 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

Jonathan Frankel called the regular meeting of the Mission Valley Planning Group 

(MVPG) to order at 12:03 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library Community Room located 

at 2123 Fenton Parkway, San Diego, CA. 

 

Verify Quorum: 12 members were present, constituting a quorum.  

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –   

Jonathan Frankel led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

C.   INTRODUCTIONS / OPENING REMARKS/REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

Jonathan Frankel, chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those present 

to sign the sign in sheets.  

 

D.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Michelle Addington moved to approve the minutes of the November 7, 2018 regular 

meeting, Elizabeth Leventhal seconded the motion. Minutes were approved 16-0-2 with 

Michele Addington, Perry Dealy, Kaye Durant, Jonathan Frankel, Alan Grant, Elizabeth 

Leventhal, Andrew Michajlenko, Jim Penner Keith Pittsford, Marco Sessa, Dottie Surdi, 

Josh Weiselberg and Larry Wenell voting yes.   Steve Abbo and Patrick Pierce abstained.                                                                                                                                 

 

E.  PUBLIC INPUT 

1.  A member of the public expressed her displeasure at the number of Planning 

Group members present at the beginning of the meeting. 

2. Normal Heights Planning Group members Michael Chandler and Gary Weber 

commented about the desire to connect Normal Heights and Mission Valley.   
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Marco Sessa commented about a report done by the River Conservancy.  Rob 

Hutsel said the River Conservancy had been studying this for 15 years. 

 

F.   MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

1.  Two vacant positions.  See Keith Pittsford if interested. 

 

G.  TREASURER’S REPORT 

1. Elizabeth Leventhal   No Changes reported  

 

H.   ACTION ITEMS 

1.  Discussion and Approval of Comments on Draft Community Plan Update 

(CPU) 

Several meetings were held to discuss the CPU.  Meetings were held on Sep 14, 

2018, Oct 12, 2018 and Nov 9, 2018 

 Andrew Michajlenko passed out three pages of high-level feedback, prepared 

after the meetings which are enclosed at the end of the minutes. Andrew and Elizabeth 

Leventhal presented a slide presentation highlighting areas of concern.  These areas are 

address below with MVPG member and public comments following the presentation.   

Introduction & Vision:  The document fails to describe the true Mission Valley 

vision.  This should be an over arching statement to state what we want Mission Valley to 

be, who we are and what we want to be.   

Mobility:  Trying to find a balance between North/South connections and 

preservation of the river.  Rivers and freeways present a barrier to North/South 

connectivity.  The Mobility Plan has still not been completed and shared with the Public.  

A large part of the mobility discussion was on Via Los Cumbres roadway connector.  

Fashion Valley road could be offset and routed farther west instead of Via Los Cumbres. 

We may need to step back and look at this in retrospect.  Marco Sessa questions the fact 

that the plan does not have zoning involved.  Plan has no detail on 

interchange/intersection improvements, only road segment improvements.  None of the 

CalTrans improvements that were presented 2 years ago were not included in the Plan. 

Parks & Open Space:  Questions were raised about the right target is established 

to the population-based parks 2.8 acres per 1000 residents are in the plan.  This is 

consistent with overall city guidelines.  Urban life style would allow for more density 

with shared park space.  We have several green spaces that have been built by private 

developers that are not included in the plan 

Public Facilities.  Lack of schools in MV and fire stations.  City has said that even 

since Station 45 has been built, response time west of 163 is not meeting requirements. 

This is an issue of connectivity which the city says Via Los Cumbres solves.  This may 

be solved by building a fire station in conjunction with Linda Vista Community at a 

substantial savings by not building a huge/high bridge that dissects the Riverwalk Park. 

Urban Design.  Over legislation of design.  Language is subjective, and the design 

directly conflicts with building code, CalGreen Code and Municipal Code. 

General Comments:  No mobility plan finalized, no Infrastructure Facilities 

Impact Plan not circulated both of which preclude a true study of the MV CPU.  Hillside 

and River Overlay Zones requires discretionary approval in development by right, are we 

falling short if this is adopted.  Draft plan has many clerical and formatting edits 

requiring City Staff editing. 

Comments by the Board and Public: 
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Perry Dealy expressed his displeasure with the Vision Statement.  Concerns the 

lack of workforce housing and the plan doesn’t maximize this issue. 

Keith Pittsford.  Via Los Cumbres was discussed intensely but the Fenton 

Parkway was not addressed.  With SDSU West, Fenton Parkway will become more 

imperative.  Marco Sessa commented that Fenton Parkway was more appealing and 

therefore less opposition. Michelle Addington stated the MV CPU EIR is due out in first 

quarter 2019. Jonathan Frankel states that the SDSU West could align with the MV CPU 

EIR .  Josh Weisberg commented about the trolley stations which will help with the 

North/South connectivity.  Jonathan Frankel says that the CPU has over 100 different 

policies that will cause applicants an onerous process.  Rob Hutsel comments that the 

process failed from the City.  Concern to 30+ acres of parks are being transferred to 

Mission Bay Park that currently exists.  This means 34 less park acres in MV.  MV CPU 

should have explored the possibility to find the 34 acres with the Valley.  The River is 

near and dear to his heart and an 80-acre park at the Golf Course is refreshing but the Via 

Los Cumbres bridge will cause major harm to the river with no way to mitigate the harm.  

He states that the MVPG should get the city to stop this process until the plans are 

complete.  Get the agencies involved before the plan is sent to the City Counsel.  The 

process did not provide a meaningful discussion with the MVPG nor take into 

consideration the many objections the CPU Sub-Committee expressed during the process. 

Mary Shepard comments City is railroading the plan.  Marco Sessa comments about the 

significant lost opportunity to define the difference between resource-based parks (flat 

place of land) vs. population-based parks.  The City Master Park plan is not complete. 

Jonathan Frankel addressed the different types of parks, paseo, pocket parks, can the CPU 

put into the city plan.  MV has the most private development with private parks.  Keith 

Pittsford says it could be offset by land or money.  Josh questions how the parks going to 

be maintained and paid for.  Marco Sessa comments that many of the parks are on private 

land and would have to be paid for by the private parties. Are the developers going to be 

willing to foot the bill for these parks?  Michelle Addington stated that she sent 

comments to the City Master Parks Plan.  She commented that the YMCA is there and no 

need for another aquatic park.  Since the City Master Parks Plan is incomplete, this also 

begs for the MV CPU to be relooked until all the plans can be aligned.  

Keith Pittsford & Marco Sessa discussed the fire station on the West side that is in the 

existing MV CPU.  Bob Chandler asks who is the we in the plan?  The plan doesn’t 

address the flood evacuation plan and doesn’t consider the density issues in the event of 

an evacuation.  Plan doesn’t consider the homeless. 

Jonathan Frankel states that he would like to continue this discussion at the next meeting.  

Andrew says the city would like our comments in December to get the EIR published.  

The MV CPU can meet on December 14th with the ability to approve the CPU on behalf 

of the MVPG. Jonathan made a motion Dottie Surdi seconded.  All members present 

affirmed the motion. 

 

 

2. Discussion and Approval of Letter to Mayor Faulconer Regarding Measure G 

Kaye Durant and Jonathan Frankel drafted a letter to the Mayor and SDSU.  We 

hoped the plan would consider the sale of the land and the wishes of the MVPG be 

involved in the process.  Keith Pittsford commented that the MV CPU and SDSU EIR 

should be aligned for efficiency.  Jim Penner would like the open and transparency 

should be specific that MVPG meetings should be included.  Keith Pittsford made a 

motion to allow the Stadium Redevelopment Ad Hoc Sub-Committee to incorporate 
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these changes and forward the letter.  Alan Grant seconded the motion and all members 

present affirmed the motion. 

 

b. Josh noted that ComicCon event is July 18-21 and recommended to 

start after that event. 

 J.    COMMITTEE/COMMUNITY REPORTS: 

1.  Subcommittee Reports: 

Standing Committees: 

a. Design Advisory Board – Normally meets the Monday prior to the 

MVPG meeting at 3:30 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library- 

 

b. Mission Valley Community Plan Update- Elizabeth Leventhal/ 

Andrew Michajlenko Normally meets 2nd Friday of each month at 

3:00 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library.  Next meeting is December 

14, 2018.   

 

c. Ad Hoc Committees 

                          1)  Public Health, Safety and Welfare – Elizabeth Leventhal 

   We All Count will be conducted on January 25, 2019 

                          2)  Riverwalk-Michele Addington 

Smart Traffic Signaling was presented.  Schedule for 2019 

to come. 

                          3)  MV Stadium Redevelopment-Kaye Durant 

     Letter will be sent to the Mayor 

2.  Community Reports 

a.  San Diego River Coalition – Alan Grant-Normally meets the 

third Friday of each month at 3:00 p.m. at the Mission Valley 

Library.  No meeting in December, next meeting Jan 18, 2019. 

b.  Community Planning Chairs Meeting:  No meeting in 

December 

     Nothing reported 

3. Miscellaneous Mail/Items-For the Good of the Order    
    Nothing reported 

 

K.   Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:30P.M. 
 

_________________________ 

Kaye Durant, for Cameron Bucher, Secretary 
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