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San Diego Has Millions Available for Infrastructure Repairs Today 
Councilmember Gloria Pushes Staff to Use Funds for Current Needs 
 

SAN DIEGO, CA (January 28, 2015) – San Diego City Councilmember Todd Gloria today pushed city 
staff to spend the $46 million in the city’s TransNet funds on infrastructure repairs instead of banking it 
for projects that are years away. The exchange occurred during a discussion about budget priorities at 
today’s Budget and Government Efficiency Report, chaired by Councilmember Gloria. 
 
“San Diegans driving on potholed streets should be upset to know that the city has at least 
$46 million available to repair our roads today. I will push for reforms that will release these 
funds so we can speed up repairs, create jobs, and show San Diegans we’re serious about 
putting our neighborhoods first,” said Councilmember Gloria.  
 
The City of San Diego receives a portion of the revenue from the TransNet half-cent sales tax which 
was approved by voters for the funding of highways, transit, and local streets and roads. San Diego 
has been at risk of losing future TransNet allocations because of its lack of progress spending down 
the account. At least 70% of the TransNet funds for local streets and roads must be spent on projects 
including roadway rehabilitation, roadway drainage improvements, new sidewalks. Up to 30% can be 
used on things like pothole repairs, pavement overlay of less than one inch, and lane removal for bike 
lanes. 
 
City staff have claimed the TransNet funds are put into accounts for future infrastructure projects that 
are not ready for construction. The Mayor’s office today announced it is now working on reforms to 
more expediently spend the funds. 
 
“With $3.87 billion in identified infrastructure needs in San Diego, the millions identified today 
will not solve our overall problem, but San Diegans are not better off having that money sit in 
the bank when it could be used to repave roads today,” said Councilmember Gloria. “I am calling 
for an expenditure plan to spend down the existing funding on high priority projects as well as 
a comprehensive review of the city’s fund management strategy.” 
 
Councilmember Gloria announced he would schedule a more comprehensive discussion on TransNet 
funds at the Budget and Government Efficiency Meeting on March 18, 2015. The Infrastructure 
Committee is expected to discuss potential reforms to further streamline the city’s capital 
improvements process at its March meeting as well. 
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